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INTRODUCTION 


RECORDING  ORGANISATION  IN  WALES 

Recording  areas  in  Wales  largely  remain  based  on  the  pre-1974  county  system,  as 
shown  on  the  map.  Records  in  the  Systematic  List  refer  mainly  to  these  areas.  However, 
sometimes  the  larger  areas  of  the  post- 1974  counties  have  been  used.  These  counties  are 
Gwent,  formerly  Monmouthshire;  the  3  Glamorgans,  formerly  one  county;  Dyfed, 
comprising  Carmarthenshire,  Pembrokeshire  and  Cardiganshire;  Powys,  comprising 
Breconshire,  Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire;  Clwyd,  comprising  Flintshire  and 
Denbighshire;  and  Gwynedd,  comprising  Merionethshire,  Caernarvonshire  and  Anglesey. 
The  Welsh  names  of  the  old  counties  are  also  shown  on  the  map  and  may  be  used  in  the 
texts. 

The  County  Recorders  for  Wales  are  as  follows: 

Anglesey:  D.  Wright,  Graig  Eithin,  Mynydd  Bodafon,  Llanerchymedd,  Anglesey. 

Bt  ~econ*:  M.  F.  Peers,  Gorse  Bank,  Llangammarch  Wells,  Powys  LD4  4AA. 

Caernarfon:  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd. 

Carmarthen*:  R.  O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Dyfed  SA15  3RS. 

Ceredigion*:  P.  E.  Davis,  Felindre,  Aberarth,  Aberaeron,  Dyfed  SA46  OLP. 

Denbigh  &  Flint*:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside,  Clwyd. 

Glamorgan  ( South  and  Mid)*:  S.  J.  Moon,  Kenfig  NNR,  Ton  Kenfig,  Pyle,  Mid  Glamorgan. 
Glamorgan  (West)*:  H.  E.  Grenfell,  14  Bryn  Terrace,  Mumbles,  Swansea. 

Gwent*:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  Gwent  NP6  ISP. 

Meirionnydd:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairbourne,  Gwynedd  LL59  5EF. 
Montgomery:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool,  Powys  SY21  9DL. 
Pembroke*:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed. 

G.  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Dyfed  SA61  1SQ. 

Radnor:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Gamfawr  Bungalow,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Llandrindod  Wells, 
Powys,  LD1  5RP. 

County  Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  above  produce  separate  county  Bird  Reports  obtainable  from 
County  Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  produce  a  combined  report,  the 
Gwynedd  Bird  Report,  obtainable  from  the  Editor  —  D.  Hewitt,  Bernina,  Mount  Road, 
Llanfairfechan,  Gwynedd  LL33  OHA. 

Many  of  these  Bird  Reports  publish  papers  on  aspects  of  the  ornithology  of  their 
counties,  besides  the  annual  Systematic  List.  These  are  an  important,  but  often  neglected, 
source  of  information,  often  overlooked  because  they  are  not  widely  circulated.  To  draw 
further  attention  to  these  references  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  will  include  annually  a  list  of 
those  papers  in  county  Reports  brought  to  the  Editor’s  notice.  The  list  below  covers  those 
published  for  1992  and  those  in  preparation  for  1993;  years  of  publication  are  in  brackets. 

Carmarthen,  1992  Report  (1993);  Friese,  J.  Breeding  waders  in  Carmarthenshire. 
1993  Report  (1994);  Friese,  J.  Notes  on  the  distribution  of  some  scarce  breeding  species  in 
Carmarthenshire.  Each  report  also  includes  a  compilation  of  bird-watching  sites  (1992, 
coast,  1993  inland).  Brecon,  1992  Report  (1993);  Peers,  M.  F.  Breconshire  Bird  Habitats 
No. 3,  Glasfynydd  Forest.  1993  Report  (1994);  Peers,  M.F.  Breconshire  Bird  Habitats  No.  4, 
Llangorse  Lake,  and  The  Tree  Sparrow  in  Breconshire.  Clwyd,  1991  &  1992  Report  (1994); 
Birch,  R.  &  J.  The  Shotton  Tern  colony;  Plummer,  R.  Antagonistic  behaviour  of  feeding 
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Snipe;  Gouldstone,  A.  Conservation  on  the  Dee  Estuary:  a  brief  update;  Jones,  Z,  L.  &  E.  E. 
Summer  populations  of  feral  geese  in  Clwyd  in  1991;  Rees,  J.  C.  Wren  feeding  nestling 
Great  Tits.  Gwent,  1992  Report  (1993);  Powell,  M.  N.  Rooks  in  Gwent  in  SO40  in  1975-89; 
1993  Report  (1994);  Tyler  S.  J.  The  status  of  the  Lapwing  in  Gwent.  Pembroke,  1992 
Report  (1993);  Hughes,  T.  C.  H.  Rookeries  around  Haverfordwest;  Sutcliffe,  S.  J.  Early  and 
late  dates  of  migrants  at  Skomer  1946  and  1960-1992;  1993  Report  (1994);  Sutcliffe,  A. 
Wintering  gulls  in  Pembrokeshire;  Saunders,  D.  R.  The  Reverend  Murray  Matthews;  Astins, 
D.  J.  The  Mediterranean  Gull  in  Pembrokeshire.  Gwynedd,  1992  Report  (1993);  Schofield, 
P.  Forty  years  of  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society;  Dare,  P.  J.  Seabird  movements  at 
Point  Lynas,  Autumn  1992.  1993  Report  (1994);  Hope  Jones,  P.  Forty  years  on:  Bardsey 
Bird  and  Field  Observatory;  Arnold,  R.  &  Millet,  J.  Wader  migration  at  Malltraeth  Pool 
Anglesey  in  the  1980s;  Dare,  P.  J.  Seabird  movements  at  Point  Lynas,  Autumn  1993. 

1994  saw  the  publication  of  Birds  in  Wales,  the  first  avifauna  of  the  whole  country  yet 
attempted.  A  Review  appears  on  page  61.  Recent  county  avifaunas  are  also  available  for 
Brecon  —  Birds  of  Breconshire  by  M.  F.  Peers  and  M.  Shrubb,  obtainable  from  the  authors 
or  the  Brecknock  Wildlife  Trust,  Lion  House,  Lion  Street,  Brecon;  Gwent  —  The  Breeding 
Atlas  and  the  Birds  of  Gwent,  obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Goldbrook, 
Abergavenny;  West  Glamorgan  —  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West  Glamorgan, 
obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road,  Murton, 
Swansea  SA3  3AR;  Pembroke  —  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of 
Pembrokeshire  Birds,  published  November  1994  and  obtainable  from  County  Recorders. 

In  1993  an  important  summary  of  counts  of  wintering  birds  and  cetaceans  in  Cardigan 
Bay  was  also  published  —  Green,  M.  and  Elliot,  D.  1993.  Surveys  of  wintering  birds  and 
cetaceans  in  northern  Cardigan  Bay,  1990-93,  Friends  of  Cardigan  Bay.  Finally  mention 
should  be  made  of  the  Wales  Raptor  Study  Group,  which  coordinates  records  for  raptors, 
owls,  Raven  and  Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual  Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all 
species  and  is  obtainable  from  I.  T.  Williams,  RSPB,  Newtown. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26 
3AZ. 

TREATMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1993  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic  List,  with 
the  relevant  year  shown.  For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the 'main 
Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as  they  are  available.  They  are  not  yet  complete.  It  should  be  noted 
that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single 
day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each 
site  in  each  month.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites, 
because  birds  possibly  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movements  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn 
with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 
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The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that,  in  calculating 
monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are  recorded  for 
each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of  birds  seen,  which 
is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  1993,  apart  from  additions  and 
corrections  to  previous  years.  For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records 
received  have  been  summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some 
regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry  for  1993  means  neither  that  they  did  not 
occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  that  such  gaps  will  encourage 
observers  to  provide  systematic  information. 

For  1993  information  is  available  from  every  Welsh  county  for  this  Report,  an 
important  step  forward  in  making  it  a  complete  record.  The  main  gaps  are  in  full  coverage 
of  the  important  wildfowl  and  wader  sites  in  north  Wales  and  the  lack  of  any  cooperation 
from  the  Radnor  Recorder.  We  have,  however,  information  provided  by  local  observers  for 
that  county. 

Papers  and  notes 

Papers  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspects  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The  Society 
is  anxious  that  the  Report  should  become  a  full  record  of  present  ornithological  activity  in 
Wales.  We  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  the  results  of  bird  studies  in 
Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of 
papers  published  in  the  Reports  and  guidelines  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from 
the  Editor.  Papers  are  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  submitted  in  Welsh 
should  be  supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with 
an  English  summary.  This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short 
and  succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in 
either  Welsh  or  English. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1993 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on 
the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima 
and  minimum/minima;  Est.  Estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature 
reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F  airfield;  CP  country  park;  GP  gravel 
pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood 
size.  In  w'ader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW, 
part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels  Gwent;  B’pill,  Blackpill,  Swansea  Bay; 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  together  with  the  Upper  Lougher  estuary;  Burry 
(N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gw^endraeth  estuary  complex  in 
Carmarthen;  D/Glas.,  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at 
the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  estuary  in  Flint;  CQ/O’holt,  Connah’s  Quay/Oakenholt  at  the 
landward  end  of  the  Dee  estuary  in  Flint.  A  *  by  the  species  name  indicates  that  all  records 
available  are  summarised.  Lovegrove  et  al,  the  new  Welsh  avifauna  Birds  in  Wales  (see 
page  61). 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Wintering  flocks  or  parties  noted  off  all  coasts,  with  birds  present  until  June  5th  (Cefn  Sidan 
Carmarthen)  and  from  Aug.  11th  (Glamorgan  and  Pembroke).  The  max.  counts  were  of 
an  exceptional  concentration  off  Amroth  Pembroke,  which  reached  a  max.  of  200  on  Feb. 
20th,  with  145  still  present  on  Mar.  6th,  a  more  regular  max.  of  284  off  Ynyslas  Ceredigion 
on  Nov.  22nd  (see  also  Cardigan  Bay  counts  below)  and  50  off  Tenby/Amroth  Pembroke  in 
December.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  from  Borth  Ceredigion  to  Llanbedrog 
Caernarfon  recorded  totals  of  Feb.  (390),  Oct.  (122)  and  Nov.  (85).  The  only  inland  record 
was  of  one  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Oct.  14th. 

A  significant  offshore  movement  was  noted  on  Dec.  4th,  when  87  passed  Strumble  Head 
Pembroke  and  26  flew  W  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  circtica*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

A  total  of  32-37  recorded  offshore,  13  in  the  early  months  to  Apr.  24th  and  19-24  at  the  end 
of  the  year  from  Oct.  14th,  in  Glamorgan  (9-11),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (12), 
Ceredigion  (1-3),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Anglesey  (4)  and  Clwyd  (4).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

6  2  5  2  2  9-10  11 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer*  TROCHYDD  MAWR 

As  usual  small  numbers  around  the  coast,  with  24  in  the  early  months  until  Apr.  28th  and 
then  c.53  from  Aug.  16th,  when  one  in  s/p  W  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey.  Birds  were 
recorded  in  Glamorgan  (c.9),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (39),  Ceredigion  (4), 
Caernarfon  (5),  Meirionnydd  (3),  Anglesey  (7-8)  and  Clwyd  (6).  There  were  4  inland 
records,  of  singles  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  on  Mar.  31st,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
Glamorgan  on  Nov.  4th  (adult)  and  from  7th  into  December  (immature)  and  Llys  y  Fran 
Res.  Pembroke  during  December.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  3  8  2  1  2  7  25  20 
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LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  7-9  pairs  bred,  mainly  successfully,  at  6 
sites  with  possible  breeding  at  one  more;  Glamorgan:  3-6  pairs  breeding  at  Oxwich  Marsh 
and  single  pairs  at  6  other  sites;  Carmarthen:  4  pairs  reared  a  total  of  14  young  at  3  sites 
and  a  pair  probably  bred  at  another;  Brecon:  1 1  pairs  reared  a  min.  total  of  14  young  and  a 
bird  summered  at  another  site,  a  complete  census  as  far  as  is  known;  Montgomery:  single 
pairs  noted  at  4  sites;  Anglesey:  c.  15  nests  noted  at  Llyn  Cefni  and  c.10  at  Llyn  Alaw. 
Birds  resident  at  3  other  sites;  Clwyd:  probable  breeding  on  at  least  3  sites.  Except  where 
stated  it  is  not  known  if  these  counts  complete.  Large  post-breeding  flocks  noted  were  40  at 
Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey  on  Aug.  20th  and  40  at  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary 
Meirionnydd/Caernarfon  on  Nov.  26th. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

The  main  winter  concentrations  were  noted  in  Cardigan  Bay,  with  max.  off  Borth/Ynyslas 
Ceredigion  of  159  on  Feb.  1st,  207  on  Nov.  22nd  and  278  on  Dec.  26th.  These  figures 
overlap  with  coordinated  counts  in  the  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details)  which 
recorded  totals  of  Feb.  (287),  Oct.  (225)  and  Nov.  (160);  the  largest  flock  was  118  off 
Harlech  Meirionnydd  in  October.  Elsewhere  the  largest  flocks  noted  were  48  off 
Llanrhidian  Glamorgan  in  February  and  up  to  97  in  the  Dee  estuary  Flint  during  October 
and  November. 

Breeding  records  received  were;  Gwent:  9  pairs  at  3  sites,  including  7  pairs  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  where  6  nests  produced  chicks  and  a  total  of  5  fledged;  Glamorgan:  14 
pairs  at  6  sites,  including  4  pairs  with  7  young  at  Kenfig  Pool;  Carmarthen:  a  total  of  5 
pairs  in  4  sites,  with  4  of  these  rearing  9  young;  Ceredigion:  pairs  attempted  breeding  at 
Falcondale  Lake,  Llyn  Frongoch  and  Llyn  Eiddwen;  Brecon:  in  all  8  pairs  reared  a  total  of 
14  young  in  4  sites;  Radnor:  2  pairs  on  Llan  Bwch  Llyn;  Montgomery:  pairs  bred  at  3 
sites;  Anglesey:  10  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw,  the  only  site  reported  on;  Clwyd:  2  pairs  reared 
young  at  Llyn  Helyg.  The  species  also  bred  in  Meirionnydd. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena *  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

The  bird  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  in  late  1992  stayed  until  Mar.  21st.  Elsewhere 
one  in  s/p  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  from  Apr.  25th  to  May  1st,  in  Pembroke 
singles  off  Amroth  on  Feb.  17th,  at  Skokholm  on  Oct.  30th  and  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  from  Dec. 
11 -3 1st  and,  in  Anglesey,  singles  at  Beaumaris  on  Mar.  28th  and  in  Holyhead  Harbour  on 
Dec.  25th. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

A  scatter  of  records  around  the  coast  and  inland  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  C.58  birds  were 
involved  altogether,  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (at  least  7,  including  one  in  w/p  off  Port 
Eynon  Point  on  May  3rd),  Carmarthen/Brecon  (1),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion  (3), 
Meirionnydd  (c.23),  Caernarfon  (11),  Anglesey  (6)  and  Clwyd  (1).  The  main  wintering 
groups  were  off  Shell  Island  Meirionnydd  to  Porthmadog  Caernarfon,  with  max.  of  Jan. 
(6),  Feb.  (13),  Mar.  (10),  Oct.  (4),  Nov.  (6)  and  Dec.  (9),  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon,  with  a 
max.  of  6  on  Mar.  21st  and  Whiteford  Point  Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  5  on  Nov.  7th. 

Inland  records  involved  singles  at  Usk  Res.  Carmarthen/Brecon  from  Feb.  15-24th,  at 
Llyn  Brenig  Clwyd  on  Mar.  21st  (s/p),  at  Llandegfedd  Res  Gwent  on  Nov.  3/)th,  with  2 
there  from  Dec.  2-22nd  and  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  Pembroke  on  Dec.  19th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  16  19  3  1  4  16  28 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis *  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

There  were  records  from  4  counties  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  one  on  R.  Kenfig  on  Jan.  1st 
and  singles  on  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Aug.  25th,  Sept.  12th  and  Nov.  10- 13th,  the  last  also 
being  seen  on  R.  Kenfig  on  8th  and  Kenfig  Pool  on  Dec.  9th;  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon: 
max.  off  Harlech  of  3  in  January,  2  in  March,  singles  in  October  and  November  and  4  in 
December;  Caernarfon:  2  off  Llanfairfechan  on  Jan.  29th,  3  off  Penmaenmawr  on  Jan.  1st 
and  Mar.  8th;  Anglesey:  one  at  Beaumaris  on  Jan.  13th. 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  Y  GRAIG 

In  Glamorgan  19  pairs  bred  at  Nash  Point,  4  at  Aberthaw  and  one  at  Llantwit  Major  and 
there  was  a  total  of  10  pairs  on  ledges  at  Devil’s  Truck  and  Blue  Pool  Bay.  In  Pembroke 
722  occupied  sites  on  Skomer,  216  on  Ramsey,  1 19  on  Skokholm,  87  on  Caldey  and  60  on 
the  Castle  Martin  peninsula.  Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on  but,  in  Meirionnydd, 
bred  on  the  Friog  cliffs  and  birds  seen  prospecting  Barmouth  quarry. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

In  Pembroke  1-2  off  Grassholm  on  July  31st  and  2  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen  on  Aug. 
1st. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffinus  gravis*  ADERYN-DRYCIN MAWR 

In  Pembroke  14  passed  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  10th  and  one  on  26th  and  2  off  Skokholm 
on  9th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

Off  Pembroke  the  poorest  autumn  in  15  years,  with  7  off  Skokholm  on  4  dates  during  Aug. 
18th  to  Sept.  20th,  max.  4  on  the  latter  date,  a  total  of  14  past  Strumble  Head  on  4  dates 
between  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  11th,  max.  9  on  Sept.  10th,  2  off  Ramsey  on  Sept.  10th  and  2 
off  Grassholm  on  25th.  In  Anglesey  singles  off  The  Range,  South  Stack  on  July  10th  and 
Point  Lynas  on  25th;  one  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on  25th  and  one  off  Point  of 
Ayr  Flint  on  28th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAN  AW 

In  Pembroke  500-1000  pairs  estimated  as  breeding  on  Ramsey;  birds  again  landing  on 
Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  but  breeding  not  proved.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites 
reported  on. 

The  largest  summer  movements  in  the  Bristol  Channel  were  noted  off  Glamorgan  with 
max.  of  1 1 19  W  off  Tutt  Head  on  May  30th  and  1856  E  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  June  20th. 
There  were  max.  gatherings  of  1000  off  the  Dyfi  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  1st  and  1200  in  Borth 
Bay  on  4th  and  a  max.  of  4000  off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  18th.  Poor  autumn 
movements  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  totalled  only  462  W  in  32  hours  watching  on  17  dates 
from  July  25th  to  Dec.  4th,  max.  224  W  on  Aug.  25th.  That  some  remain  in  Welsh  waters  in 
early  winter  was  shown  by  one  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Dec.  5th  and  2  on  19th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan  *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
1992:  Singles  off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  22nd,  Sept.  2nd  and  8th  with  3  on  7th. 

1993;  In  Glamorgan  2  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  July  27th  and  one  W  off  Worms  Head  on 
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Aug.  5th.  Autumn  movements  off  Pembroke  were  one  off  Skomer  on  Sept.  13th,  singles  off 
Skokholm  on  7  dates  between  Aug.  15th  and  Sept.  26th  and  a  total  of  18  past  Strumble 
Head  during  Aug.  12th  to  Oct.  25th,  max.  3  on  Oct.  2nd;  there  were  also  singles  there  on  the 
unusual  dates  of  June  12th  and  Dec.  29th.  One  W  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Nov.  12th. 

LITTLE  SHEARWATER  P.  assimilis*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  BACH 

1988:  Two  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  7th. 

WILSON’S  PETREL  Oceanites  oceanicus*  PEDRYN  WILSON 

1990:  One  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  6th,  the  third  Welsh  record. 

STORM  PETREL  Hy drobcites  pelagicus*  PEDRYN  DRYCIN 

Only  35  breeding  pairs  were  present  on  Skomer  Pembroke  and  no  evidence  of  breeding 
was  observed  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on.  A  scatter 
of  summer  records  around  the  coast.  Numbers  were  small,  the  largest  being  40  passing  Tutt 
Head  Glamorgan  on  May  31st,  with  18  there  on  June  14th  and  16  on  Aug.  11th,  and  9  off 
Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  July  26th. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa *  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 
Three  passed  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Sept.  14th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

Breeding  counts  came  from  Skomer  Pembroke,  16  pairs,  Ceredigion,  with  86  nests  at 
Penderi,  16+  at  Craig  Dolyfran  and  12  at  Aberarth.  a  new  site;  95  occupied  sites  at  Craig  yr 
Aderyn  Meirionnydd.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

Systematic  counts  from  estuaries  and  inland  are  tabulated  as  available; 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

30 

31 

45 

11 

- 

- 

19 

15 

12 

20 

24 

23 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

58 

35 

34 

26 

31 

41 

66 

115 

126 

130 

69 

73 

Port  Talbot 

50 

17 

59 

11 

10 

25 

84 

56 

49 

37 

87 

15 

Queens  Dock  30 

46 

94 

64 

- 

21 

36 

39 

64 

32 

28 

36 

Blue  Pool 

56 

42 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

66 

67 

27 

64 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

86 

36 

43 

- 

12 

22 

19 

72 

200 

143 

77 

89 

Brecon  Llangorse/T’bont 

72 

90 

84 

22 

6 

9 

10 

15 

21 

61 

52 

64 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

18 

12 

18 

- 

- 

- 

- 

173 

160 

93 

58 

7 

Mawddach 

8 

8 

9 

1 

2 

- 

- 

8 

27 

34 

47 

32 

Dysynni 

9 

3 

8 

61 

49 

41 

94 

245 

110 

37 

- 

- 

Flint  O'holt 

89 

8 

5 

28 

31 

2 

4 

40 

34 

66 

95 

68 

In  addition  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details) 
recorded  totals  of  Feb.  (60),  Oct.  (152)  and  Nov.  (222).  In  Gwent  a  pylon  roost  at  Balmore 
held  max.  of  26  on  May  10th  and  25  on  Nov.  4th.  There  were  75  roosting  at  Craig  yr 
Aderyn  Meirionnydd  on  Sept.  5th  and  38  on  Oct.  19th.  Singles  showing  the  characters  of 
the  race  sinensis  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Feb.  6th  and  Porthmadog 
Caernarfon  on  Mar.  7th. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MUFFRAN  WERDD 

Counts  of  breeding  pairs  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Middleholm  25,  Caldey  8, 
Ramsey  6,  Grassholm  4,  Broadhaven-New  Quay  (S  coast)  2,  Green  Bridge-Flimston  Bay  4 
and  Skomer  nil,  the  first  time  it  has  been  deserted  by  the  species  for  breeding;  Ceredigion: 
10  nests  on  Cardigan  Island  and  10  at  Penderi,  other  smaller  colonies  not  counted; 
Caernarfon:  2  colonies  holding  12  and  28  pairs,  on  the  east  side  of  Bardsey.  Other  Welsh 
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colonies  not  reported  on.  Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for 
details)  recorded  totals  of  Feb.  (105),  Oct.  (39)  and  Nov.  (48). 

BITTERN  Botaurus  ste Haris *  ADERYN  Y BWN 

A  total  of  10-1 1  recorded,  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (2),  Ceredigion  (2),  Brecon  (1- 
2)  and  Anglesey  (1).  Monthly  totals  were  Jan.  (3),  Feb.  (1),  Nov.  (6)  and  Dec.  (4). 

LITTLE  BITTERN  Ixobrychus  minutus *  ADERYN  -BWN  LE1AF 

A  male  immolated  itself  against  a  caravan  at  Whitesands  Pembroke  on  Apr.  12th.  The 
corpse  was  preserved  and  photographed. 

NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax*  CREYR  Y NOS 

1990:  An  additional  record  from  the  spring  influx  was  a  first  summer  bird  picked  up  long 
dead  on  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Apr.  27th. 

CATTLE  EGRET  Bubulcus  ibis*  CREYR  Y  GWARTHEG 

1992:  One  at  Aberdaron  Caernarfon  from  May  2-4th. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  *  CREYR  BA  CH 

An  extraordinary  year,  with  unusual  numbers  wintering  in  the  early  months,  an 
unprecedented  influx  in  August  and  many  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  total 
involved  is  difficult  to  estimate  because  wandering  birds  were  perhaps  recorded  at  several 
sites  and  because  several  records  at  one  site  may  have  referred  either  to  several  birds  or  a 
single  wandering  individual.  Nevertheless  this  summary  assumes  little  overlap  between 
counties,  which  may  not  be  true  but  is  suggested  by  dates.  On  this  basis  a  probable  min.  of 
66  birds  was  involved  and  possibly  as  many  as  85+.  The  largest  concentrations  were  in  the 
Burry  Inlet,  with  a  max.  of  13  roosting  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  over  the  high  tides  of 
Aug.  30th  and  31st,  Pembroke,  with  7  in  the  Cleddau  estuary  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Gwent, 
with  up  to  5  along  the  Severn  shore  in  August  and  Montgomery,  with  5  at  the  same  time. 

The  species  was  recorded  in  every  Welsh  county  except  Radnor,  itself  unprecedented, 
as  follows:  Gwent  (5-10),  Glamorgan  (8-13),  Carmarthen  (17-21),  Pembroke  (c.19), 
Ceredigion  (2-7),  Brecon  (1),  Montgomery  (5),  Meirionnydd  (4),  Caernarfon  (2), 
Anglesey  (3-7)  and  Clwyd  (3-4).  They  were  also  recorded  in  every  month  and  the  table  of 
monthly  totals  shows  clearly  the  August  influx  and  suggests  a  further  arrival  at  the  end  of 


the  year. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

7  5  5 

6 

3' 

7 

2 

44 

32 

13 

12 

18 

GREY  HERON  Ardea 

cinerea 

CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  102  occupied  nests  in  5  sites,  one  of  6 
nests  being  new.  No  counts  from  3  established  sites;  Glamorgan  (W):  38  nests  in  8  sites, 
compared  to  43  in  1992.  The  site  at  Crymlyn  Bog  was  deserted;  Carmarthen:  the  colony  at 
Allt-y-Gaer  held  50-51  pairs;  Pembroke:  53  pairs  in  6  sites;  Ceredigion:  86  nests  in  11 
sites.  All  known  colonies  have  been  counted  annually  for  25  years  and  this  was  the  lowest 
total  save  for  those  of  1979  and  1980;  Brecon:  20-40  pairs  at  Ashford  and  3  at 
Llangammarch  Wells,  other  sites  not  checked;  Montgomery:  21  pairs  in  3  sites; 
Meirionnydd:  38  nests  in  6  sites.  Sites  in  Radnor  and  North  Wales  not  reported  on. 
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WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  *  CICONIA  GWYN 

One  around  Llanfair  Caereinion  Montgomery  from  April  until  1994  was  probably  the  same 
as  one  at  Penrhyncoch  and  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  during  May  26-28th.  Its  origin  is  unknown 
but  the  possibility  of  an  escape  must  be  considered. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia*  LLWYBIG 

Singles  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  on  Mar.  9th  and  July  12th,  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  on  July  3rd 
and  4th,  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  on  Aug.  10th  and  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  22nd. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  A  total  of  10  pairs  bred  at  9  sites,  7  pairs 
being  seen  with  24+  young  and  2  failing;  Glamorgan  (W):  single  pairs  bred  in  7  sites,  3 
failed  and  4  broods  totalling  23  young  seen;  Carmarthen:  12  pairs  at  11  sites,  9  being 
recorded  with  a  total  of  35  young;  Ceredigion:  possibly  increasing  with  6+  pairs  breeding 
in  the  Teifi  valley  and  pairs  at  Borth  and  Capel  Bangor;  Brecon:  only  4  pairs  bred,  raising  a 
total  of  21  young;  Montgomery:  single  pairs  bred  at  2  sites;  Anglesey:  pairs  nesting  at  4 
sites,  a  very  incomplete  record;  Clwyd:  breeding  noted  in  5  sites,  not  a  complete  record. 
Also  bred  in  Meirionnydd  but  other  counties  not  reported  on. 

Substantial  non-breeding  flocks  were  noted  in  Glamorgan,  with  max.  of  40-45  at 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in  June  and  July  and  30-50  at  Port  Talbot  during  June  to  September, 
and  in  Brecon,  with  max.  of  68  on  the  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  in  April  and  May  and  33  at 
Llangorse  Lake  in  June.  The  largest  winter  flocks  noted  were  31  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  in  January  and  February,  up  to  29  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary 
Meirionnydd  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  similar  numbers  in  the  Dysynni  estuary  in 
October  and  November,  41  at  Rhyl  Flint  on  Oct.  30th  and  36  in  the  Teifi  estuary 
Ceredigion  on  Nov.  18th. 

BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

Few  records  except  in  Gwent,  where  monthly  max.  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  were  Jan.  (47),  Feb. 
(29),  Mar.  (7),  Apr.  (2),  Nov.  (9)  and  Dec.  (30),  and  there  were  max.  of  10  at  Llangybi  in  the 
Usk  valley  in  January  and  7  in  February,  whilst  on  the  Olway  Meadows  there  were  max.  of 
Jan.  (27),  Feb.  (38)  and  Mar.  (14).  These  counts  refer  to  the  same  population.  There  were  1 1 
at  the  Nedern  on  Dec.  31st. 

Elsewhere  records  were  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  1 1  wintering  in  the  Tywi  valley 
between  Nantgaredig  and  Dryslwyn  until  Feb.  12th  and  one  at  Penclacwydd  on  Oct.  20th 
and  21st;  Pembroke:  5  at  Marloes  Mere  on  Nov.  20th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Borth  on  Nov. 
20th;  Brecon:  5  at  Glasbury  on  Oct.  30th;  Montgomery:  one  at  Lake  Vymwy  in  February; 
Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  2  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  from  Jan.  1-1 2th;  Meirionnydd:  5  at 
Ynys  on  Feb.  7th;  Flint:  5  at  Oakenholt  marsh  on  Nov.  12th  and  19th  and  Dec.  14th; 
Radnor:  9  at  Pwll  Patti  Glasbury  on  Dec.  4th. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus*  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

Records  from  the  main  wintering  sites  were:  Carmarthen:  none  in  the  Tywi  valley; 
Ceredigion:  small  numbers  in  the  north  from  January  to  April  and  October  to  December, 
with  a  max.  of  17  at  Tregaron  on  Nov.  26th;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  max.  of  15  in  the 
Dyfi  estuary  in  February  and  12  in  November;  Brecon:  9  in  the  Wye  valley  between 
Glasbury  and  Llyswen  on  Jan.  17th;  Montgomery:  max.  of  21  at  Aberhafesp  during  winter 
1992/93  and  13  in  1993/94;  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  present  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  until 
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Apr.  17th,  one  present  in  June  and  then  from  Oct.  15th;  monthly  max.  were  Jan.  (62),  Feb. 
(60),  Mar.  (61),  Apr.  (44),  Oct.  (38),  Nov.  (53)  and  Dec.  (56);  in  Anglesey:  21  at 
Llanerchymedd  on  Feb.  14th  and  31  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Mar.  19th  and  37  at  Llangefni  on  Mar. 
5th  all  referred  to  the  same  flock. 

Other  records  were:  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Penclacwydd  from  Oct.  16th  to  1994  and 
Ginst  Point  on  Nov.  27th;  Pembroke:  4  on  Skomer  on  May  8th,  one  at  Bosherston  Pools  on 
June  5th  and  a  total  of  9  passing  through  the  county  between  Oct.  1 1th  and  early  December; 
Meirionnydd:  5  at  Llyn  Cwm  Bychan  on  Mar.  7th  and  9  on  Dec.  28th;  Caernarfon:  one  at 
Bardsey  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  2  on  24th;  Anglesey:  3  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  17th,  9  at  Cemlyn 
Bay  on  Nov.  6th  and  2  at  Malltraeth  on  18th;  Clwyd:  one  in  the  Clwyd  estuary  on  Oct.  18th 
increasing  to  6  wintering  by  Dec.  4th  and  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov.  2nd. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus*  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

A  wide  scatter  of  records  as  follows:  Gwent:  6  flew  past  Black  Rock  on  Nov.  7th; 
Carmarthen:  one  in  the  Penclacwydd-Upper  Loughor  area  from  Dec.  5-2 1st  and  5  at 
Dryslwyn  from  Dec.  28th  to  1994;  Pembroke:  singles  on  Ramsey  on  May  18th  and  in 
Fishguard  Harbour  on  Dec.  19th;  Ceredigion:  singles  or  small  parties  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  in 
February,  April,  October  and  December,  max.  4  at  Ynyshir  on  Oct.  16th; 
Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  one  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  from  Jan.  1  -8th  and  Feb.  2-4th; 
Anglesey:  one  at  Penmon  on  May  9th  and  5  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Oct.  17th;  Clwyd:  c.l  15  flew 
over  Penymynydd  on  Jan.  9th,  one  in  the  Clwyd  estuary  on  Mar.  13th  and  5  at  Point  of  Ayr 
from  Oct.  15-20th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons*  G&YDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  rac e  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion  was  present  until 
Apr.  21st  and  from  Oct.  8th;  132  were  present  until  April  and  the  seasonal  max.  were  134  on 
Jan.  10th  and  123  on  Nov.  15th.  The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  albifrons  at  Dryslwyn 
Carmarthen  continues  to  decline  and  monthly  max.  were  Jan.  (37),  Feb.  (63),  Mar.  (64), 
Nov.  (6)  and  Dec.  (12). 

Other  records  were  of  9  at  Ginst  Point  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  9th;  2  at  the  Teifi  Pools 
Ceredigion  on  Jan.  29th  and  70  at  Trefenter  on  Nov.  24th;  34  over  Pentre  Bierdd 
Montgomery  on  Jan.  15th;  a  total  of  54  passing  through  Pembroke  from  Oct.  14-25th,  2 
parties  totalling  21  birds  being  of  the  rac e  flavirostris,  as  were  2  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on 
25th  and  3  on  31st  and  one  at  Hir  Ynys  Meirionnydd  on  Dec.  1st.  Seven  in  the  Clwyd 
estuary  Clwyd  on  Dec.  7th  with  17  on  9th. 

GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Feral  birds  occur  widely  in  Wales  and  breeding  was  noted  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen,  the 
Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion,  where  a  hybrid  Canada/Greylag  pair  raised  6  young,  and  ‘widely’ 
on  Anglesey.  The  main  flocks  noted  were  at  Ginst  Point  Carmarthen,  where  present  all  the 
year  with  a  max.  of  62  in  November,  Llyn  Eiddwen/Llyn  Fanod  Ceredigion,  with  45-50 
during  October  to  December,  and  51  at  Lleweni  Hall  Clwyd  on  May  6th. 

Feral  birds  are  prone  to  wander  at  ‘convincing’  times  of  year,  making  detection  of 
genuine  migrants  very  difficult.  But  9  with  Bewick’s  Swans  on  the  Olway  Meadows  Gwent 
on  Feb.  13th  were  thought  to  be  of  the  eastern  race  rubirostris  and  provide  the  most  likely 
candidates  during  the  year  as  truly  wild  birds. 
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CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen  Newcastle  Emlyn 

65 

70 

119 

115 

117 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

265 

257 

250 

398 

350 

395 

183 

373 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

185 

220 

88 

200 

143 

177 

165 

220 

Flint  Oakenholt  Marsh 

202 

29 

11 

262 

210 

There  was  also  a  max.  of  21 1  in  the  Cleddau  estuary  Pembroke  in  November  and  a  max.  of 
500  at  Welshpool  Montgomery  in  the  winter  of  1993/94. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

In  Carmarthen  2  at  Ginst  Point  from  Nov.  8- 10th  and  3  from  16th  to  Dec.  6th:  Pembroke: 
one  on  Ramsey  on  May  8th;  Ceredigion:  up  to  7  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  during  January  to 
March  and  present  from  October,  with  a  max.  of  16  from  Dec.  10-3 1st;  Brecon:  2  at 
Llangorse  Lake  on  Jan.  30th,  one  on  Feb.  6th  and  one  from  Oct.  28th  to  1994; 
Meirionnydd:  2  on  the  Glaslyn  marshes  on  Feb.  8th;  Caernarfon:  7  on  Bardsey  on  Oct. 
7th.  As  with  all  unusual  wildfowl  it  is  not  known  how  many  of  these  birds  were  feral  or 
genuine  migrants. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla  G&YDD  DDU 

Monthly  totals  in  the  main  site,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan,  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1193  1436  1104  23  24  763  1055  1797 

Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  flocks  around  the  coast,  the  largest  being  of  22  near 
Newborough  Anglesey  on  Nov.  6th.  Birds  were  noted  until  May  27th  (one  on  Bardsey 
Caernarfon)  and  from  Sept.  16th.  There  was  a  small  but  clearly  marked  passage  of  birds 
showing  the  characters  of  the  race  hrota  in  the  autumn.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bemicla 

9 

13 

2 

8 

6 

24 

24 

1 

9 

hrota 

2 

4 

11 

42 

13 

19 

race  unknown 

1 

4 

12 

3 

6 

16 

10 

34 

Inland  in  Brecon  one  flew  down  the  R.  Usk  near  Brecon  on  Feb.  13th  and  one  at  Llangorse 
Lake  from  Dec.  26th. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITH1N 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  estuarine  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

440 

850 

525 

75 

30 

75 

45 

30 

40 

150 

230 

1350 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1112 

443 

560 

312 

50 

152 

66 

7 

14 

313 

537 

582 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

473 

310 

425 

300 

110 

79 

49 

12 

14 

26 

167 

432 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

470 

375 

195 

426 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est 

346 

305 

421 

296 

252 

275 

165 

208 

25 

12 

56 

154 

Flint  PoA 

110 

94 

90 

75 

100 

84 

98 

28 

113 

540 

590 

400 

There  were  also  smaller  flocks  elsewhere  along  the  Severn  shore  in  Gwent  and  there  were 
350  at  Malltraeth  Anglesey  on  Jan.  19th. 

The  species  breeds  widely  around  the  Welsh  coast,  mainly  in  estuarine  habitats  (see 
Welsh  Bird  Report  No. 6,  p.  1 5)  and  counts  of  ducklings  were  made  along  the  Severn  shore 
Gwent,  with  53  in  5  sites,  in  the  Cleddau  estuary  Pembroke,  with  75,  and  the  Dysynni 
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estuary  Meirionnydd,  with  22.  Inland  in  Gwent  a  pair  had  5  young  on  the  R.  Usk  at 
Caerleon  and  3  pairs  hatched  broods,  one  of  which  was  predated,  at  Llandegfedd  Res. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

470 

610 

407 

8 

82 

150 

200 

Undy 

20 

400 

Mathem 

140 

120 

82 

43 

15 

60 

250 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

2300 

465 

126 

711 

1326 

1057 

982 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

350 

332 

254 

275 

650 

700 

542 

T/T/G 

220 

80 

157 

20 

153 

307 

505 

Dryslwyn 

200 

60 

200 

280 

450 

Dinefwr  Ponds 

50 

65 

56 

140 

200 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

2036 

543 

2088 

1995 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

3689 

1234 

786 

1011 

2168 

2934 

4770 

Teifi  Est. 

131 

300 

Cors  Caron 

122 

185 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

208 

4 

8 

65 

Talybont  Res. 

54 

83 

88 

13 

14 

111 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

1198 

293 

372 

148 

1156 

1283 

540 

Artro 

160 

7 

26 

258 

320 

100 

Mawddach 

330 

325 

66 

185 

489 

933 

636 

Dysynni 

1300 

60 

39 

250 

650 

900 

500 

Flint  Oakenholt  marsh 

20 

12 

60 

410 

160 

GADWALL  A.  strep  era  HWYADEN  LWYD 

Two  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  but  no  other  breeding  season  records  received. 
Wintering  or  passage  groups  were  widely  scattered  throughout  Wales,  with  records  from 
Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Brecon,  Meirionnydd, 
Anglesey  and  Clwyd.  The  largest  flock  noted  was  40  at  Machynys  Pond  Carmarthen  in 
December  but  flocks  of  10  or  more  were  also  noted  at  Greenmoor  Pool  Gwent,  with  max.  of 
13  in  February  and  March,  Witchett  Pool  Carmarthen,  with  up  to  16  in  January  and 
February,  Marloes  Mere  Pembroke,  with  max.  of  22  on  Mar.  6th  and  Llangorse  Lake 
Brecon  with  10  in  January  and  15  in  November.  The  records  underline  the  marked  coastal 
bias  in  distribution  and  none  was  reported  from  Radnor  or  Montgomery. 

TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

290 

170 

160 

120 

175 

185 

450 

Goldcliff/Uskmouth 

26 

75 

200 

550 

600 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

375 

65 

40 

40 

3 

75 

150 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

260 

80 

1 

26 

240 

240 

186 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

570 

312 

148 

240 

144 

100 

50 

T/T/G 

57 

14 

82 

50 

95 

119 

442 

Dryslwyn 

2 

132 

246 

Dinefwr  Ponds 

120 

16 

12 

200 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1431 

1340 

1353 

1584 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

97 

114 

124 

346 

352 

167 

290 

Cors  Caron 

370 

170 

150 

160 

270 

185 

Teifi  Est. 

157 

240 

15 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

85 

124 

120 

2 

6 

30 

75 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

381 

67 

25 

180 

107 

14 

200 

Flint  Oakenholt  marsh 

500 

230 

26 

450 

450 

750 

650 

There  were  also  140  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  in  January.  Smaller  wintering  groups  were 
quite  widely  noted  elsewhere.  Little  information  received  on  the  breeding  population  of  this 
self-effacing  but  quite  widespread  breeding  species  but  a  count  at  Cors  Fochno  Ceredigion 
found  15-20  breeding  pairs  and  a  pair  bred  on  the  Dyfi  saltings  in  Montgomery. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  were  generally  rather  small  although,  as  always,  widespread  in  estuaries  and 
inland  waters  throughout  Wales.  Monthly  max.  from  the  only  sites  with  major  flocks  (500  or 
more)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

205 

200 

85 

500 

710 

200 

545 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

501 

407 

221 

1416 

1123 

854 

906 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

308 

103 

66 

307 

300 

345 

942 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

137 

54 

31 

249 

443 

595 

406 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta 

HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated 

as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides* 

36 

139 

100 

17 

25 

97 

110 

Goldcliff/Uskmouth* 

10 

139 

187 

45 

52 

13 

11 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1818 

1380 

30 

185 

169 

1093 

1416 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

362 

170 

43 

31 

25 

14 

804 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

167 

25 

14 

9 

140 

77 

181 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

224 

32 

50 

8 

89 

115 

Anglesey  Malltraeth 

95 

216 

52 

100+ 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

180 

99 

5 

12 

127 

383 

366 

* Perhaps  same  birds.  In  addition  low  tide  counts  in  the  Dee  estuary  Flint  recorded  up  to  910 
birds  in  the  early  months,  2000+  on  Nov.  21st  and  1300  on  Dec.  10th  and  there  were  2500 
off  Oakenholt  on  Jan.  8th.  Only  small  numbers  noted  elsewhere.  Single  pairs  bred  in 
Pembroke  on  Skokholm  and  Skomer,  both  failing. 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedula*  HWYADEN ADDFAIN 

A  total  of  27-29  altogether,  in  Gwent  (7-8),  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen  (11),  Pembroke 
(4),  Ceredigion  (3-4)  and  Flint  (2).  Spring  passage  involved  24-26  birds  between  Feb.  8th 


(Ffairfach  Carmarthen) 

i  and  June  5th 

but  there 

were 

only  4 

in  autumn  between  Aug.  15th 

and  Sept.  25th.  Monthly 

totals 

were: 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

1 

3 

5 

14-16 

2 

0 

1 

3 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata 

HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated 

as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

108 

20 

10 

45 

62 

110 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

316 

95 

3 

6 

114 

268 

207 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

168 

100 

41 

56 

61 

144 

141 
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Smaller  wintering  groups  are  fairly  widespread  in  Wales,  largest  recorded  being  a  max.  of 
36  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  in  December,  50  at  Marloes  Mere  Pembroke  during 
January  to  April  and  66  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  January. 

Breeding  season  records  came  from  Pembroke:  Skomer,  2-3  pairs  hatched,  but  failed 
to  rear,  c.9  young,  Skokholm,  3  pairs  reared  20  young,  all  second  attempts,  Marloes  Mere, 
probably  bred;  Ceredigion:  1-2  pairs  probably  bred  at  Cors  Fochno;  and  Brecon:  5  on 
Brechfa  Pool  on  June  12th.  Breeding  sites  on  Anglesey  not  reported  on. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

An  eclipse  male  on  the  Broadwater  Meirionnydd  on  Aug.  21st  and  a  juvenile  at  Witchett 
Pool  Carmarthen  on  23rd  and  24th  were  the  first  records  for  both  counties. 

POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

1992:  Two  pairs,  with  4-5  young,  bred  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  Anglesey. 

1993:  Small  groups  (less  than  100  in  any  winter  month)  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but 
the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  reported  on  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

60 

216 

140 

150 

346 

Glamorgan  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

271 

247 

180 

133 

170 

230 

Fendrod  Lake 

42 

35 

26 

30 

90 

174 

Carmarthen  Upper  Lleidi  Res. 

128 

79 

2 

29 

20 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

71 

120 

89 

40 

70 

125 

No  counts  received  from  Anglesey,  which  usually  holds  significant  flocks,  and  smaller 
flocks  were  noted  in  all  other  counties. 

Breeding  records  were  received  from  Glamorgan  with  a  female  and  3  young  at 
Oxwich  marsh,  and  Carmarthen,  with  pairs  breeding  at  fishfarms  at  Alltwalis  (2  broods,  of  5 
and  2  on  June  17th)  and  Pontarsais  (failed).  Birds  were  also  present  in  the  breeding  season 
at  Fendrod  Lake  Glamorgan  and  Talybont  Res.  Brecon. 

RING-NECKED  DUCK  A.  collaris*  HWYADEN  DORCHAG 

1991:  A  male  at  Milford  Haven  Pembroke  from  Apr.  23-25th. 

FERRUGINOUS  DUCK  A.  nyroca*  HWYADEN  LYGADWEN 

A  male  at  Lleithyr  Res.  Pembroke  from  Oct.  2-20th. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

1992:  A  pair  raised  6  young  at  Llyn  Heilyn  Radnor. 

1993:  As  with  Pochard,  small  groups  of  Tufted  Ducks  winter  on  waters  throughout  Wales 
but  major  flocks  are  more  restricted.  The  monthly  max.  recorded  at  the  main  wintering  sites 
are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW/St.  Brides 

80 

12 

45 

1 

3 

75 

80 

615 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

35 

35 

31 

53 

117 

90 

72 

65 

Glamorgan  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

85 

81 

40 

47 

210 

167 

136 

131 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

295 

335 

255 

Breeding  was  recorded  in  Glamorgan,  with  2  pairs  breeding  on  Furzemill  Pond  Margam 
Park,  Carmarthen,  with  a  brood  of  6  on  Machynys  Pond  and  broods  of  3  and  7  on  a  farm 
pond  at  Salem,  and  Anglesey  at  Llyn  Alaw.  The  species  probably  also  bred  in 
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Meirionnydd.  There  were  also  non-breeding  birds  summering  in  Gwent  (3  sites), 
Pembroke  (2  sites),  Ceredigion  (2  sites),  Brecon  (2  sites),  Radnor  (one  site)  and 
Meirionnydd  (2  sites). 

SCAUP  A.  marila *  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

A  flock  of  50  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  Meirionnydd  during  November  increased  to 
72  in  December.  Elsewhere  a  scattering  of  birds  offshore  at  both  ends  of  the  year  included 
15,  all  males,  off  Llanrhidian  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  30th,  9  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on 
Oct.  24th  and,  in  Flint,  12  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov  29th  and  up  to  29  in  the  Dee  estuary  in 
October  and  November. 

Inland  records  involved  one  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  25th  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  in  Gwent,  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Oct.  17th  and  Ynysfro  Res.  from 
Dec.  28-3 1st,  an  autumn  max.  of  6  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  7th  and 
singles  at  Maesllyn  Tregaron  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  29th,  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  Montgomery  on 
Dec.  21st  and  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Nov.  19th.  There  was  a  male  in  the  Dyfi  estuary 
Ceredigion  on  June  4th. 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisima *  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  2  main  sites,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan  and  Dysynni 

Meirionnydd,  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Burry  Inlet  22  30  14  20  20  25  78  12  9  16 

Dysynni  5  6  4  14  8  15  15  17  18  19  2 

There  were  24  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  on  Apr.  6th,  which  probably  refer  to  the  Burry 
Inlet  birds  above.  Otherwise  singles  or  small  parties  noted  offshore  in  all  coastal  counties 
during  January  to  May  and  September  to  December.  The  largest  groups  were  12  off  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  November  and  38  in  December,  but  most  records 
refer  to  single  birds  and  no  more  than  80  birds  altogether  were  involved. 

Inland  a  juvenile  male  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Oct.  31st  was  the  third  county 
record. 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis*  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

As  usual  a  few  offshore  in  all  coastal  counties,  except  Gwent.  There  were  27  in  the  Artro 
estuary  Meirionnydd  in  February.  Otherwise  4  off  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon  on  Mar. 
14th  was  the  largest  party.  Birds  were  recorded  until  May  4th  and  from  Nov.  6th.  About  62 
birds  altogether  were  involved  and  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Nov.  Dec. 

1  32  10  2  1  8  11 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available.  The  degree  of  overlap  in  sites 
around  Carmarthen  Bay  (marked*)  is  unknown. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Carmarthen 

Pendine* 

300 

150 

5000 

5000 

Cefn  Sidan* 

2000 

10200 

Pembroke 

Amroth* 

250 

250 

250 

300 

300 

Meirionnydd 

D/Glas. 

218 

2026 

352 

520 

768 

865 

1050 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Artro  Est.  880  300  893  838 

Aberdyfi  150  250  161  50  50  16  20  300  80  150  300 

Elsewhere  there  were  700  in  Broughton  Bay  Glamorgan  and  350  off  Port  Eynon  Point  in 
November,  a  max.  of  250  off  Borth/Ynyslas  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  28th  and  250  off  Newgale 
Pembroke  in  December,  whilst  coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated 
Diver  for  details)  found  totals  of  Feb.  (5085),  Oct.  (3063)  and  Nov.  (2373).  These  totals 
include  the  Meirionnydd  figures  tabulated.  The  important  wintering  areas  off  the  North 
Wales  coast  were  not  reported  on. 

Inland  2  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Apr.  9th,  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  1 1th, 
with  a  pair  on  24th,  and  3  at  Glaslyn  Montgomery  on  June  13th.  In  the  autumn  14  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  on  July  17th  and  one  from  Oct.  14- 17th,  a  male  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  July 
26th,  a  female  on  Aug.  9th  and  6  birds  on  Oct.  12th. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  *  HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

Singles  off  Ragwen  Point  Carmarthen  from  Jan.  31st  to  Feb.  10th  and  Llandulas  Denbigh 
from  Apr.  1  -4th. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

As  is  usual  only  very  small  numbers  noted  offshore,  with  a  total  of  c.75  birds  in  all.  The 
largest  groups  were  11  off  Pendine  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  13th,  15  off  Llandulas  Denbigh  on 
Apr.  2nd  and  17  there  on  Nov.  1st.  Nevertheless  noted  off  all  coastal  counties  except  Gwent 
indicating  a  wide  disbribution.  There  were  2  June  records  of  singles  passing  Strumble  Head 
Pembroke  on  12th  and  W  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  the  next  day.  Otherwise 
recorded  until  Apr.  24th  and  from  Oct.  22nd  and  monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

5  11 

5 

15 

0 

2 

3 

29  7 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephcilci  clangula 

HWYADEN  LYGAD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available; 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

15 

10 

7 

12 

4 

1 

Glamorgan  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

21 

19 

30 

19 

44 

46 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

31 

34 

11 

35 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

18 

47 

23 

0 

0 

27 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

15 

12 

12 

2 

8 

12 

Anglesey  Llyn  Cefni 

23 

26 

Llyn  Maelog 

25 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

25 

29 

13 

5 

16 

27 

Mawddach 

17 

18 

12 

6 

4 

8 

SMEW  Mergus  albeUus  *  LLEIAN  WEN 

In  Glamorgan  the  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  in  late  1992  stayed  until  Mar.  22nd  and 
there  was  one  there  from  Dec.  7th  (?  same),  with  an  immature  male  at  intervals  from  Nov. 
7th;  there  were  also  2  red-heads  at  Square  Pond  Neath  on  Dec.  20th.  Elsewhere  single  red¬ 
heads  at  the  Gwendraeth  Est.  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  5th,  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  on  Nov. 
21st  and  one  at  Llyn  Clywedog  Montgomery  in  January. 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

5 

17 

17 

7 

4 

3 

20 

7 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

3 

31 

12 

13 

32 

27 

Pembroke  Amroth 

4 

40 

10 

17 

Cleddau  Est. 

6 

10 

6 

20 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

8 

42 

57 

64 

46 

46 

8 

63 

80 

50 

31 

10 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

12 

23 

27 

16 

25 

70 

109 

7 

Artro 

2 

31 

2 

2 

14 

10 

1 

Mawddach 

18 

26 

52 

60 

6 

9 

25 

6 

38 

52 

44 

27 

Dysynni 

8 

3 

7 

19 

19 

35 

15 

31 

10 

Coordinated  counts  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  Red-throated  Diver  for  details)  found  totals  of 
Feb.  (208),  Oct.  (84)  and  Nov.  (177);  the  figures  overlap  with  those  for  Meirionnydd 
tabulated.  Few  breeding  data  received  but,  in  Brecon,  single  pairs  reared  8  young  at 
Talybont  Res.  and  3  near  Newbridge-on-Wye,  the  first  confirmed  breeding  for  the  county. 
In  Ceredigion  breeding  remains  confined  to  the  Rs.  Dyfi,  lower  Rheidol  and  Ystwyth  and  5 
pairs  bred  on  the  Montgomery  part  of  the  Dyfi  estuary,  with  2  at  Cemmaes  Road.  A  female 
and  7  young  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd  Meirionnydd  in  August. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Fairly  widespread  in  small  parties  in  winter  in  Wales,  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are 
tabulated  as  available;  they  are  incomplete: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

45 

13 

1 

10 

42 

Bryn  Bach 

13 

18 

12 

Brecon  Talybont  Res. 

46 

5 

16 

1 

106 

47 

Glasbury 

14 

8 

7 

15 

9 

There  were  also  30  at  Gamlydan  Res.  Gwent  in  March,  1 1  on  Llyn  Mwyngil  Meirionnydd 
in  January  and  a  max.  of  12  in  the  Mawddach  in  October,  32  on  Hanmer  Mere  Clwyd  in 
February  and  25  on  the  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog  Brecon  in  March.  The  last  were  probably  birds 
from  Talybont  Res.  and  the  November  count  there  appears  to  be  easily  the  largest 
concentration  yet  noted  in  winter  in  Wales.  There  was  a  female  at  Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey 
(where  the  species  is  rare)  on  Nov.  12th.  Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  found  6  broods 
on  the  R.  Tywi  between  Llandovery  and  Llandeilo  Carmarthen,  a  poor  breeding  season  in 
Brecon,  with  only  one  brood  on  R.  Irfon,  3  totalling  16  young  on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog  and 
one  of  6  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury  and  5-6  pairs  on  the  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve 
Montgomery. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis *  HWYADEN  GOCH 

Anglesey  holds  the  largest  numbers  in  Wales  of  this  introduced  species  and  counts  at  4  sites 
recorded  85  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  Feb.  15th,  59  on  Nov.  15th  and  52  on  Dec.  15th,  74  at  Llyn 
Traffwll  on  Oct.  14th  and  68  on  Oct.  26th,  10  at  Llyn  Coron  on  Nov.  18th  and  12  at  Llyn 
Penrhyn  on  21st.  Elsewhere  in  Wales  only  ones  or  twos  noted  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan, 
Carmarthen,  Brecon  and  Clwyd. 

No  reports  of  the  breeding  situation  in  Anglesey  but  2  pairs  at  Gyngrog  Flash  and  2  at 
Lymore  Pool  in  Montgomery  and  breeding  season  records  also  came  from  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  Glamorgan,  Witchett  Pool  and  Sandy  Water  Park  Carmarthen  and  Llyn  Helig 
Clwyd,  where  a  female  and  a  juvenile  were  seen  on  Aug.  9th. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus *  BOD  Y  MEL 

Breeding  was  again  proved  in  Wales.  Singles  flying  N  over  Caerleon  Gwent  on  May  18th 
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and  at  Hawarden  Flint  on  Aug.  14th. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus*  BARCUD 

The  spring  survey  located  at  least  320  birds.  There  were  1 15  territorial  pairs,  104  of  which 
bred,  20  more  than  in  1992,  and  of  which  61  successfully  reared  a  total  of  82  young,  14 
fewer  than  in  1992.  The  breeding  population  has  doubled  since  1989  with  stable 
productivity.  The  breeding  season  started  early  and  the  proportion  of  non-laying  pairs  was 
the  lowest  since  1972,  suggesting  uncommonly  favourable  conditions  in  the  early  stages  of 
breeding.  A  good  hatch,  however,  was  discounted  by  heavy  casualties  of  young  in  the 
appalling  weather  of  late  May  and  early  June,  and  the  final  outcome  was  disappointing. 
Only  one  nest  was  known  to  have  been  robbed  but  6  birds  were  recovered  dead  during  the 
year,  4  certainly  poisoned. 

Large  autumn  gatherings  included  over  40  at  Llanybydder  Carmarthen  in  October  and 
November  and  over  50  at  the  Tregaron  feeding  station  Ceredigion  in  November  and 
December.  Outside  the  breeding  range  noted  between  February  and  October  in  Gwent  ( 1 ), 
Glamorgan  (c.9),  Pembroke  (3)  and  Caernarfon  (1).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

2  0  4  2  1  1  2  0  2 

WHITE  TAILED  EAGLE  Haliaeetus  cilbicilla*  ERYR  Y MOR 

An  immature  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Nov.  10th  and  1 1th  was  the  first  Welsh  record  since 
1910. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

Recorded  in  every  month  except  February,  with  a  total  of  19-22  birds  altogether.  Birds  were 
recorded  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (4),  Ceredigion  (5-6), 
Meirionnydd  (2),  Anglesey  (3-5)  and  Flint  (1).  The  records  included  a  male  on  Anglesey 
in  January  and  November/December,  another  resident  in  Ceredigion  from  Mar.  24th-Aug. 
5th,  another  on  the  Meirionnydd  side  of  the  Dyfi  on  Dec.  16th  and  a  marked 
movement/arrival  along  the  west  coast  in  April  and  May.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  1  4-5  10  1  13  4  1  12 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cy emeus*  BOD  TINWEN 

In  early  May  27  territorial  pairs  were  found,  16  of  which  laid  eggs  and  10  fledged  a  total  of 
37  young.  The  main  causes  of  nest  loss  were  the  prolonged  wet  weather  in  May  and  June 
and  predation  by  foxes  but  human  interference  was  probable  at  one  site.  One  pair  raised 
young  deep  in  a  conifer  plantation,  an  unusual  site  in  Wales.  Six  of  the  successful  females 
were  tagged  Welsh  birds,  5  yearlings  and  one  third  year. 

Outside  the  breeding  season  recorded  from  every  county  except  Radnor,  with  a  total  of 
c.80  birds,  almost  equally  divided  into  each  winter  period.  Glamorgan  (c.13  birds), 
Carmarthen  (c.ll),  Pembroke  (c.25),  Ceredigion  (10+)  and  Brecon  (c.8)  accounted  for 
the  bulk  of  the  records.  Where  stated  the  records  were  divided  43%  adult  males  and  57% 
ring-tails  and  a  difference  in  distribution  seemed  evident,  with  more  males  in  Ceredigion, 
Carmarthen  and  Brecon  and  more  ring-tails  in  Pembroke  and  Glamorgan.  The  largest 
roosts  noted  were  up  to  6  at  Dowrog  and  up  to  4  at  Castle  Martin  Pembroke  in  the  early 
months,  up  to  5  on  Skomer  in  October/November  and  up  to  4  at  Cors  Fochno  Ceredigion  in 
November.  A  bird  tagged  in  Islay  in  1992/93  was  present  on  Skomer  and  Ramsey 
Pembroke  in  October  and  November. 
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MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  C.  pygargus*  BOD  MONTAGU 

A  male  held  territory  at  a  site  in  North  Wales  from  early  May  until  late  July.  Despite 
vigorous  aerial  displays  and  territorial  disputes  with  Hen  Harriers  and  Kite,  no  female  was 
attracted. 

GOSHAWK  Accipter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

A  min.  of  112  pairs  was  known  to  breed.  The  species  now  breeds  in  all  Welsh  counties 
except  Pembroke  with  high  densities  in  parts  of  Dyfed,  Powys  and  SE  Wales  and  a  total 
population  estimated  at  200-250  pairs,  a  significant  percentage  of  the  UK  population. 
Altogether  92  nests  were  monitored,  67  being  successful;  mean  c/s  in  43  nests  was  3.38, 
mean  b/s  in  successful  nests  was  2.37  and  overall  productivity  was  a  mean  of  1.72  young 
per  active  nest.  A  number  of  first  year  birds  were  shot  at  pheasant-rearing  pens,  including  8 
in  one  site,  a  problem  likely  to  increase  with  the  population. 

SPARROWHAWK  A.  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

A  total  of  26  nests  was  monitored,  21  being  successful.  Mean  c/s  in  6  nests  was  4.50  and 
mean  b/s  in  10  successful  nests  was  2.80,  suggesting  a  good  season. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Some  information  on  breeding  success  for  this  common  Welsh  raptor  was,  in  Gwent,  brood 
size  in  1 1  broods  noted  comprised  one  of  3,  6  of  2  and  4  of  one,  mean  1.73.  In  north  Brecon 
only  2  out  of  20  nests  or  territorial  pairs  monitored  produced  any  young  but  3  broods  at 
Llangynidr  in  the  south  totalled  7  young,  a  high  level  for  the  county.  In  Montgomery  11-12 
pairs  bred  on  the  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  reserve.  A  gathering  of  14  were  feeding  on  a  newly 
reseeded  ley  at  Llanfihangel  Nant  Bran  Brecon  on  Sept.  30th  and  one  of  38  was  noted  on 
farmland  near  Rhayader  Radnor  during  December. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus*  GWALCH  Y PISGOD 

A  total  of  38-42  recorded  in  Gwent  (5-6),  Glamorgan  (8),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke 
(5),  Ceredigion  (7-9),  Brecon  (3-4),  Radnor  (2),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Anglesey  (3)  and 
Clwyd  (2),  Spring  records  involved  16-17  birds  between  Apr.  3rd  and  May  29th,  one  or  two 
were  present  at  Llangorse  Lake  and  nearby  areas  of  the  Usk  valley  Brecon  from  June  12th 
into  July  and  a  further  21-23  were  noted  in  autumn  until  Oct.  31st.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

10  8  1-2  4-5  6  12-13  5-6 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

Rather  little  information  received  on  this  widespread  but  not  particularly  common  Welsh 
breeding  bird.  In  north  Brecon  12  out  of  13  nests  produced  a  min.  of  17  fledged  young,  the 
best  breeding  season  for  several  years.  In  Gwent  4  successful  pairs  reared  a  total  of  19 
young,  a  very  high  average. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

A  breeding  suvey  located  a  min.  of  81-86  pairs,  over  half  of  which  were  nesting  in  conifer 
plantations.  Allowing  for  areas  inadequately  surveyed,  this  suggests  a  total  Welsh 
population  of  c.100  pairs,  a  satisfactory  increase  from  the  levels  recorded  in  the  1980s.  On 
the  Berwyn  Mountains  only  5  out  of  15  occupied  territories  produced  young  and  one  female 
and  a  brood  of  4  were  taken  by  a  fox.  Elsewhere  results  for  10  pairs  showed  that  7  were 
successful,  rearing  21  young. 
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Widespread  along  the  coast  and  inland  in  coastal  counties  outside  the  breeding  season, 
with  records  up  to  May  1 1th  and  from  Aug.  1st.  Total  numbers  are  difficult  to  estimate  but 
records  from  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Meirionnydd, 
Caernarfon,  Anglesey  and  Clwyd  involved  at  least  50-60  birds  at  each  end  of  the  year. 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo*  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Gwent  remains  the  only  Welsh  county  with  a  regular  proven  breeding  population.  Birds 
first  arrived  there  on  May  2nd  and  the  last  was  seen  on  Sept.  19th.  Three  nests  were  found, 
with  clutches  of  3,3  and  2,  which  fledged  3,2  and  no  young,  the  last  brood  being  predated  in 
the  nest.  Birds  were  present  in  3  other  sites  and  display  was  seen  but  nests  were  not  found. 
Elsewhere  birds  were  seen  in  the  breeding  season  in  2  sites  in  Brecon,  single  pairs  probably 
bred  in  Radnor  and  Montgomery  and  breeding  season  records  in  3  sites  in  Clw7yd. 
including  2  newly  fledged  juveniles  in  one. 

Otherwise  a  total  of  35  passage  birds  noted  between  Apr.  24th  and  Oct.  17th,  in 

Glamorgan  (8),  Carmarthen  (9),  Pembroke  (5),  Ceredigion  (2),  Brecon  (6), 
Meirionnydd  (3),  Anglesey  (1)  and  Flint  (1).  Monthly  totals  were: 


Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 


4  13 

5 

4 

4 

5 

1 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus 

HEBOG  TRAMOR 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  breeding  at  6  sites,  broods  of  4,2,  and  2 
fledging.  One  pair  robbed  of  young,  one  failed  on  eggs  and  one  shot  but  its  brood  of  2  was 
successfully  fostered  onto  one  of  the  successful  pairs,  one  fledging;  Glamorgan:  1 1  pairs 
bred,  10  rearing  16  young  and  one  robbed;  Brecon:  15  pairs  bred.  In  the  north  4  out  of  7 
nests  failed  in  the  heavy  June  rain  storms  and  3  reared  3+  young.  Elsewhere  6  pairs  known 
to  rear  a  total  of  11  young;  Ceredigion:  of  14  nests  5  produced  a  total  of  12  young  and  9 
failed  in  poor  June  weather;  Radnor:  14  nests  occupied,  with  5  young  reared  at  3; 
Montgomery:  25+  pairs  bred;  Meirionnydd:  28  sites  occupied  but  at  least  9  pairs  did  not 
lay.  At  10  nests,  4  failed  (3  due  to  human  interference)  and  mean  c/s  at  6  was  2.0  and 
fledged  b/s  was  1.3;  Caernarfon:  a  pair  reared  2  young  on  Bardsey. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus  GRUGIAR 

A  desk  study  by  CCW  concluded  that  the  present  Welsh  population  numbered  no  more  than 
5000  birds,  a  similar  result  to  that  of  a  sample  survey  by  RSPB  in  1990/91. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix*  GRUGIAR  DDU 

In  the  Berwyn  Mountains  counts  of  displaying  males  recorded  144  in  1988,  70  in  1992  and 
33  in  1994.  a  decline  of  77%.  In  1993  there  were  5  ‘pairs’  at  the  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB 
reserve  Montgomery  and  3  or  4  small  leks  in  north  Ceredigion. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix  perdix  PETRISEN 

Very  few  records  received  for  this  species,  which  has  perhaps  shown  a  greater  decline  this 
century  than  any  other  once  common  Welsh  bird.  In  Gwent  pairs  were  noted  in  6  coastal 
sites  and  6  inland  and,  in  Glamorgan  (S&M),  where  it  is  now  an  ‘exclusively  coastal' 
species,  noted  in  10  sites,  with  3  sizeable  coveys,  of  17,  16  and  14,  noted  in  autumn.  No 
other  county  noted  more  than  odd  pairs  or  birds  and  birds  are  known  to  be  being  released  on 
Gower  Glamorgan,  Ireland  Moor  Radnor  and  probably  in  the  Usk  valley  Brecon. 
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QUAIL  Cotu  rn  ix  cotu  rn  ix  *  S  OF  LIAR 

Rather  few  records  as  follows:  Gwent:  one  at  Llandewi  Skirrid  in  early  June  and  July; 
Montgomery:  singles  calling  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  Samau  in  early  summer;  Caernarfon: 
one  killed  at  Bardsey  lighthouse  on  the  night  of  Sept.  18/1 9th;  Anglesey:  singles  at  the 
Skerries  on  June  12th  and  Cors  Erddreiniog  on  July  6th. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

Breeding  season  records  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  up  to  5  calling  in  the  Uskmouth 
reed-beds  in  March  and  April  and  one  on  May  22nd;  Glamorgan:  bred  at  Oxwich  marsh 
and  Pant  y  Sais  and  present  at  Nelson  Bog  and  Square  Pond  Neath;  Pembroke:  bred  at 
Skomer  and  at  least  2  pairs  in  the  Teifi  marshes;  Ceredigion:  apparently  breeding  at  Cors 
Fochno,  Ynyshir  and  the  Teifi  marshes  (see  Pembroke);  Brecon:  pairs  at  Gors  Llwyn  and 
Llangorse  Lake  but  apparently  not  at  Mynydd  Illtyd,  a  regular  site.  These  figures 
undoubtedly  underestimate  numbers  of  this  difficult  species  but  give  a  valid  picture  of  its 
widely  scattered  distribution. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana  *  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

In  the  breeding  season  a  total  of  6  calling  males  in  3  sites  but  breeding  not  proved,  although 
it  was  proved  in  another  site  just  over  the  English  border.  In  April  there  were  additional 
records  of  birds  calling  at  Goodwick  Moor  Pembroke  on  14th,  Ffrwd  Fen  Carmarthen  on 
15th  and  Uskmouth  Gwent  on  24th  and  25th. 


CORNCRAKE  O  'ex  crex*  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

A  national  appeal  and  survey  in  Wales  failed  to  produce  more  than  a  few  passage  birds,  only 
one  of  which  stayed  for  any  length  of  time  and  none  provided  any  evidence  of  breeding. 
These  passage  birds  were  in  Pembroke,  with  singles  calling  for  several  nights  from  Apr. 
28th  near  St.  Davids,  at  Camrose  on  May  15th  and  at  Marloes  for  several  days  from  June 
3rd,  Ceredigion,  with  singles  calling  near  Lampeter  from  July  19th  to  Aug.  2nd,  when  its 
field  was  ploughed,  and  in  the  Teifi  marshes  on  Sept.  1st,  and  Anglesey,  with  one  at 
Amlwch  on  May  6th.  It  is  disappointing  that  the  signs  of  recolonisation  evident  in  1991  (3-5 
males  in  3  sites)  and  1992  (3-4  males  in  2  sites  and  confirmed  breeding)  were  not 
maintained. 
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COOT  Fulica  atra  CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available.  They  are  very 
incomplete,  with  none  for  example  from  Anglesey. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

154 

43 

14 

190 

223 

246 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

193 

24 

197 

212 

230 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

238 

220 

150 

182 

160 

285 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

192 

122 

57 

146 

153 

230 

252 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

143 

31 

66 

78 

Machynys  Pond 

45 

40 

85 

106 

104 

107 

Pembroke  Bicton  Res. 

40 

107 

141 

184 

194 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

270 

62 

20 

52 

82 

168 

140 

Smaller  groups  were  widely  recorded  on  other  fresh  waters. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were  noted  in  Gwent,  with  28  pairs  on  Llandegfedd  Res.  and 
11-15  pairs  noted  at  6  other  sites,  and  Brecon,  where  31  pairs  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake,  24 
failing  and  7  rearing  a  total  of  11  young.  This  dismal  performance  contrasts  sharply  with  21 
pairs  breeding  in  other  sites  in  the  county  and  rearing  a  total  of  45  young  with  6  failing.  The 
species  is  declining  in  Brecon  in  winter  and  the  breeding  season.  In  Clwyd  7  nests  on  Llyn 
Helig  on  Mar.  29th. 


OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the 
main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

7340 

11146 

1680 

243 

2100 

1210 

4182 

8922 

156351197510897 

5860 

B’pill 

2340 

1800 

910 

157 

200 

160 

650 

1812 

2220 

1506 

2556 

2304 

Jersey  Marine 

750 

250 

90 

1200 

500 

800 

145 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

2523 

5138 

1934 

570 

378 

40 

2100 

4894 

4392 

5135 

4711 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

280 

688 

515 

392 

310 

288 

357 

611 

838 

770 

1400 

730 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

467 

107 

629 

1020 

307 

600 

413 

Flint  PoA 

4000 

3250 

2180 

950 

1155 

980 

3975 

13730  1406012520  9790 

9490 

O’ holt 

1400 

40 

55 

300 

1600 

400 

600 

3500 

850 

1500 

2300 

250 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gwent:  a  scarce  breeder  but  2  pairs  may  have  attempted  at 
Collister  Pill;  Pembroke:  Skokholm  47  pairs,  Ramsey  20  pairs,  Skomer  94  pairs, 
Grassholm  young  seen.  No  mainland  counts;  Brecon:  a  pair  reared  2  young  on  R.  Wye  at 
Glasbury,  the  first  breeding  for  the  county;  Montgomery:  a  pair  reared  2  young  on  R. 
Severn  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  4  pairs  on  R.  Dyfi  at  Cemmaes  and  2  on  the  Dyfi  saltings; 
Caernarfon:  a  total  of  71  pairs  held  territory  or  attempted  breeding  on  Bardsey;  Anglesey: 
no  coastal  counts  but  5  nests  inland  at  Llyn  Alaw. 

AVOCET  Avosetta  recurvirostra*  CAMBIG 

One  at  Ynyshir  Ceredigion  from  Apr.  11- 14th,  4  in  the  Nevem  estuary  Pembroke  from 
May  10- 12th,  2  at  Goldcliff  Pill  Gwent  on  May  20th  and  one  from  Oct.  17- 19th  and  one  at 
Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Aug.  5th. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus*  RHEDWR  Y MOELYDD 

1991:  One  at  Llanasa  Flint  on  June  5th. 

1992:  One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  all  day  on  May  20th. 
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LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

1992:  A  pair  reared  2  young  in  Gian  Conwy,  the  first  breeding  record  for  Caernarfon. 

1993:  Recorded  from  Mar.  19th  to  Sept.  20th.  Breeding  was  noted  in  5  counties  as  follows: 
Gwent:  3  sites  held  5  pairs.  One  pair  nested  but  failed  in  a  cornfield  and  one  in  an  industrial 
site,  both  uncommon  sites  in  Wales;  Carmarthen:  34-37  pairs  on  R.  Tywi,  the  main  Welsh 
site,  plus  4  on  R.  Cothi  and  one  on  R.  Bran,  both  Tywi  tributaries.  A  poor  breeding  season, 
with  floods  on  May  14th,  29-30th  and  June  10th  causing  high  losses  of  eggs  and  young  but 
9-10  young  eventually  fledged;  Brecon:  3  pairs  bred  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  2  failing  and 
one  rearing  2  young.  Birds  present  on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog;  Montgomery:  3  pairs  reared  a 
total  of  6  young  on  R.  Severn  at  Dolydd  Hafren.  The  first  2  clutches  for  all  pairs  were 
washed  out  in  floods.  Clwyd:  a  pair  bred  successfully,  the  first  for  the  county. 

RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

Although  small  flocks  occur  regularly  in  winter  and  on  passage  in  most  Welsh  estuaries,  the 
bulk  of  the  population  occurs  in  a  limited  number  for  which  monthly  totals  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jem. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

22 

1 

38 

50 

25 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

32 

250 

1 

10 

2 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

3 

20 

110 

80 

15 

Glamorgan 

Blackpill 

189 

144 

54 

5 

5 

23 

236 

263 

178 

250 

238 

Port  Talbot 

37 

36 

25 

15 

13 

12 

1 

159 

72 

63 

47 

31 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

127 

100 

16 

5 

141 

104 

43 

14 

46 

T/T/G 

6 

47 

70 

1 

8 

58 

57 

32 

174 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas. 

96 

44 

10 

15 

100 

50 

Flint  PoA 

15 

9 

4 

6 

150 

8 

41 

220 

140 

73 

17 

There  were  275  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Glamorgan  on  May  12th  and  200  flew  N  in  3 
hours  at  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion  on  10th,  with  186  there  on  Aug.  18th. 

Breeding  pairs  were  noted  in  Glamorgan:  one  at  East  Aberthaw,  4-5  at  Sker  Point, 
some  on  Kenfig  beach,  4  at  Whiteford  Point  and  singles  at  Port  Eynon  and  Port  Talbot; 
Pembroke:  one  at  Herbranston;  Ceredigion:  2-3  at  Ynyslas,  the  only  county  site;  and  Flint: 
4-5  at  Point  of  Ayr.  Apparently  none  in  Gwent  and  the  main  breeding  range  in  Caernarfon 
and  Anglesey  was  not  reported  on  but  bred  in  6  sites  in  Meirionnydd. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus*  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

A  total  of  c.75  recorded,  c.68  in  spring  between  Apr.  25th  and  May  20th  and  7  in  autumn 
between  Aug.  30th  and  Sept.  30th.  Most  were  seen  on  May  8th,  with  parties  of  12  in 
Brecon,  40  in  Caernarfon  and  one  in  Anglesey.  Birds  were  seen  in  Carmarthen  (c.9), 
Pembroke  (c.4),  Brecon  (15),  Meirionnydd  (3),  Caernarfon  (42)  and  Anglesey  (2).  There 
were  9  in  April,  62  in  May,  one  in  August  and  6  in  September. 

AMERICAN/PACIFIC 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  dominie a/fulv a  *  CORGWTIAD  A  UR 

1989:  An  adult  at  Oakenholt  marsh  Flint  on  July  23rd. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvicdis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

Regular  counts  at  4  major  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Sker  Point 

640 

600 

340 

180 

4 

250 

180 

100 

Burry  (S) 

1080 

1800 

320 

124 

135 

162 

1320 

580 

Carmarthen  Ginst  Point 

4500 

4500 

2500 

1000 

3000 

3000 

Gwendraeth 

1000 

150 

78 

Other  large  flocks  noted  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  510  at  Bovehill  in  January  and  400  in 
November  (perhaps  Burry  Inlet  birds),  310  at  Kittle  on  Jan.  1st  and  500  at  Penarth  on  Oct. 
30th;  Pembroke:  1000  at  Rock  on  Jan.  29th,  585  at  Daugleddau  on  Feb.  14th  and  350  at 
Tegyn  on  Oct.  23rd;  Ceredigion:  max.  of  1000  at  Penparc  in  February,  650  at  Ynyslas  in 
November  and  450  near  Newcastle  Emlyn  on  Dec.  14th.  Smaller  flocks,  up  to  200,  were 
quite  widespread  in  coastal  counties.  Inland  small  groups  wintered  in  2  areas  in  Brecon, 
with  max.  of  47  near  Trecastle  on  Feb.  27th  and  66  on  Nov.  2nd  and  67  at  Llandefalle  Hill 
on  Oct.  30th.  A  small  winter  flock  was  also  noted  at  Glaslyn  Montgomery. 

A  flock  of  100-120  at  Llyn  Carw  in  the  Elenydd  in  Brecon  on  Mar.  7th  may  well  have 
been  returning  breeding  birds.  Otherwise  little  information  on  breeding  but  2  pairs  were 
present  in  one  site  in  Carmarthen,  where  breeding  has  been  irregular  in  recent  years,  and  a 
total  of  10-15  pairs  bred  in  2  sites  in  Meironnydd. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available;  elsewhere  only  very  small 
groups  usually  occur  in  Welsh  estuaries. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Severn  Shore 

148 

90 

51 

10 

1  5 

2 

35 

186 

77 

197 

240 

Glamorgan  B 'pill 

112 

110 

54 

4 

3 

12 

1 

22 

23 

58 

82 

Burry  (S) 

426 

802 

244 

2 

6 

89 

130 

610 

233 

686 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

38 

73 

1 

87 

6 

5 

30 

8 

T/T/G 

31 

42 

26 

5 

55 

76 

38 

42 

Flint  PoA 

55 

40 

62 

19 

2 

1 

7 

32 

78 

128 

1 
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LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

1992:  Correction  —  the  area  covered  for  breeding  counts  on  Mynydd  Du  was  126.5  Km2  in 
area  not  26.5  as  stated. 


1993:  Regular  counts  at  7  major  wintering  sites  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Weobley  Saltings 

2620 

1076 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1153 

653 

165 

90 

433 

730 

1301 

T/T/G 

5120 

620 

300 

73 

427 

1030 

1960 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

907 

1403 

522 

391 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

1351 

421 

153 

127 

281 

1236 

483 

Anglesey  Malltraeth 

1500 

600 

60 

300 

Flint  O'Holt 

1000 

1000 

138 

330 

1000 

1000 

1200 

Other  major  flocks  (500  or  more)  were  noted  as  follows:  Gwent:  1000  at  St.  Brides  and  500 
at  Llancayo  on  Jan.  5th,  500  at  Llancayo  on  Nov.  28th  and  673  at  Uskmouth  on  Dec.  31st; 
Glamorgan:  600  at  Fairwood  Common  on  Dec.  29th;  Pembroke:  680  at  Marloes  Mere  on 
Jan.  16th;  Ceredigion:  1000  at  Mwnt  in  January  and  600  at  Penparc  in  February;  Anglesey: 
3000  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  1000  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  in  January.  Smaller  flocks  were  quite 
widespread  in  coastal  localities  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  Inland  in  Brecon  there  were  max. 
of  265  at  Llangorse/Llanhamlach  in  February  and  62  in  November  and  74  at  Glasbury  in 
December,  and  there  were  200-220  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  during  November  and 
December. 

The  breeding  population  continues  to  decline.  In  Gwent  a  survey  recorded  167-189 
pairs  in  49  tetrads,  a  very  sharp  decline  since  1987  (see  reference  on  page  4).  In  Glamorgan 
breeding  was  proved  by  24+  pairs  in  9  sites,  including  6+  pairs  at  Mynydd  Elwysilian  and  6- 
8  pairs  on  Baglan  Moors;  there  was  probable  or  possible  breeding  in  16  further  sites.  In 
Pembroke  breeding  recorded  only  on  the  Islands,  with  4  pairs  on  Skomer,  8  on  Skokholm  , 
and  24-26  on  Ramsey  included  in  key  sites  survey  below.  The  species  continues  to  be  very 
scarce  in  Ceredigion  away  from  the  Dyfi  marshes  and  a  survey  in  Brecon  found  only  68 
pairs,  mainly  in  the  Usk  valley  and  its  environs;  some  areas  were  not  visited  however.  Six 
pairs  bred  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  with  reasonable  success. 

In  addition  an  RSPB  survey  of  19  key  sites  for  waders  in  Wales  (defined  as  sites 
holding  15  or  more  pairs  of  waders  at  some  time  during  the  past  20  years)  recorded  270-292 
pairs.  Where  comparative  counts  were  available  (10  sites)  these  counts  represent  a  decline 
of  67%  since  the  1980s.  Similarly  a  survey  of  17  sites  on  the  Lljn  Peninsula  Caernarfon 
recorded  9-11  pairs  declining  from  12-13  in  1986/87. 


KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

950  850 

22 

7 

30 

20 

100 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

1100 

3500 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

300 

2 

1 

75 

500 

10 

250 

200 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1110  1270 

140 

4 

170 

50 

180 

1200 

920 

Flint  PoA 

1000  66 

35 

4 

7 

1 

100 

1000 

1350 

1700 

250 

O' Holt 

1500  1500 

22 

1 

500 

700 

4000 

In  addition  there  were 

counts  in 

Carmarthen  of  250 

at  Cefn  Sidan  on 

Jan. 

10th, 

57  at 

Penrhyngwyn  on  Aug.  16th  and  100  at  Penclacwydd  on  Sept.  12th;  500  at  Swanbridge 
Glamorgan  on  Nov.  5th. 
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PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 


SANDERLING  C  alba 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Sker/Kenfig 

100 

140 

120 

25 

7 

130 

110 

Newton  Beach 

60 

120 

25 

18 

2 

80 

6 

14 

52 

B'piH 

149 

110 

68 

1 

76 

69 

36 

20 

73 

81 

163 

88 

Port  Talbot 

108 

2 

10 

80 

84 

2 

80 

86 

29 

123 

142 

Carmarthen  Cefn  Sidan 

218 

196 

88 

214 

120 

213 

350 

400 

380 

No  counts  received  from  the  Clwyd  coast.  In  Glamorgan  there  were  also  max.  of  179  on 
Aberavon  beach  in  January,  86  on  Nov.  9th,  217  at  Swansea  E  Pier  on  14th  and  143  at 
Jersey  marine  on  Dec.  4th.  There  were  also  60  at  Morfa  Dyffrin  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  27th 
and  70  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  December;  235  flew  N  in  3  hours  at  Ynyslas 

Ceredigion  on  May  10th. 

LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta*  PIBYDD  BACH 

1992:  The  May  records  tabulated  included  2  inland  at  Dynefwr  Ponds  Carmarthen  on  12th. 
1993:  There  was  one  at  Lawrenny  Pembroke  on  Jan.  30th.  In  spring  singles  at  Ynyslas 
Ceredigion  on  May  11th  and  16th  and  9  at  Cemlyn  Bay  Anglesey  on  June  9th.  A  large 

autumn  movement,  particularly  in  September.  The  largest  party  was  a  max.  of  53  in  the  Dyfi 

estuary  Ceredigion  on  Sept.  21st  and  at  least  11  were  noted  inland,  including  6  together  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Sept.  10th.  Altogether  c.220  birds  were  involved  in  Gwent 
(c.34),  Glamorgan  (c.34),  Carmarthen  (c.37),  Pembroke  (c.33),  Ceredigion  (c.57), 
Brecon  (8),  Radnor  (2),  Meirionnydd  (5-7),  Caernarfon  (3)  and  Clwyd  (c.17).  The 
records  for  north  Wales  seem  likely  to  be  incomplete  but  approximate  monthly  totals  were: 
Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  0  0  0  2  9  0  8  201  20  3  1 

There  was  still  one  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion  on  Dec.  31st. 

TEMMINCK’S  STINT  C.  temminckii*  PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

Singles  in  the  Teifi  marshes  Ceredigion  from  May  1 2-  13th  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren 
Montgomery  from  12- 15th,  the  first  records  for  both  counties. 

WHITE-RUMPED  SANDPIPER  C.  fuscicollis *  PIBYDD  TINWEN 

1991:  An  adult  in  the  Teifi  estuary  Ceredigion  on  Aug.  5th,  the  first  county  record. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea *  PIBYDD  CAIN 

Totals  of  10  in  spring  between  Apr.  25th  and  June  1st  and  c.134  in  autumn  between  July 
21st  and  Oct.  24th.  There  were  records  from  all  coastal  counties  but  none  inland  and 
monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

2  7  1  1  27  114  13 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C.  maritima  PIBYDD  DU 

Recorded  in  every  month  except  June.  The  major  flocks  noted  were  14  at  Port  Eynon  Point 
Glamorgan  on  Mar.  2nd,  a  max.  of  22  on  Skomer  Pembroke  on  22nd,  a  max.  of  18  at 
Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  in  the  early  months  and  17  at  the  end  of  the  year,  46  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  Mar.  27th  and  up  to  16  there  during  September  and  October.  Elsewhere 
singles  or  small  parties  were  fairly  widespread  around  rocky  coasts  at  each  end  of  the  year. 
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DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  Y MAWN 

Sizeable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  the  main  sites,  with  monthly 
max.,  are  listed  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

PW 

10000 

13000 

1500 

130 

300 

4 

9 

50 

15 

1500 

500 

7000 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

100 

750 

1 

1 

3 

1100 

1200 

40 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

10000 

10000 

10000 

130 

1 

120 

400 

350 

600 

3000 

5000 

Undy 

700 

55 

70 

1 

3250 

Mathem 

350 

136 

29 

8 

132 

2 

2 

1500 

30 

120 

Glamorgan 

Taff/Ely 

3000 

2585 

1000 

5 

11 

150 

2000 

1200 

Rhymney  Est. 

4310 

3300 

190 

Rumney  Great  Wharf 

2000 

1000 

1000 

600 

30 

Burr}'  (S) 

7049 

12081 

708 

80 

32 

8 

2463 

6140 

9828 

10406 

B  'pill 

1220 

920 

924 

64 

343 

11 

70 

91 

423 

284 

560 

774 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1616 

1914 

522 

396 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 
Flint 

71 

350 

30 

150 

97 

1153 

424 

262 

Point  of  Ayr 

1500 

400 

800 

50 

150 

40 

260 

940 

400 

120 

820 

170 

O' Holt 

450 

1000 

350 

24 

28 

70 

2 

12 

50 

2000 

The  degree  of  overlap  in  sites  in  Gwent  is  unknown;  a  max.  of  1054  in  the  Dyfi  estuary 
Ceredigion  on  Nov.  15th.  As  with  other  waders  there  was  a  marked  May  movement,  with 
500  flying  N  at  Ynyslas  in  3  hours  on  May  10th  and  855  there  on  17th.  Few  breeding 
records  received  but  3  pairs,  one  behaving  as  if  with  young,  at  Pwll  Gwy-rhoc  Brecon  on 
May  29th  and  3-5  pairs  bred  at  one  site  in  Meirionnydd.  The  main  breeding  range  in 
Brecon/Ceredigion/Radnor  was  not  checked. 

RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

A  total  of  c.160  recorded,  14  in  spring  between  Mar.  18th  and  June  16th  and  c.143  in 
autumn  between  July  4th  and  Oct.  18th.  There  were  also  3  at  Oakenholt  marsh  Flint  in 
December.  Birds  were  recorded  in  Gwent  (20),  Glamorgan  (35),  Carmarthen  (c.25), 
Pembroke  (c.13),  Ceredigion  (c.10),  Meirionnydd  (3),  Caernarfon  (1),  Clwyd  (43-54) 
and  inland  in  Montgomery  (2).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  4  5  1  2  29  c.116  26  0  3 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Recorded  until  Apr.  23rd  and  from  Sept.  20th  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen. 
Pembroke,  Ceredigion,  Brecon.  Anglesey  and  Clwyd.  Most  records  relate  to  single  birds 
but  up  to  4  were  found  in  several  areas  and  up  to  5  were  present  near  Goytre  Gwent  from 
Nov.  27th  and  at  Llanharry  marsh  Glamorgan  from  Feb.  17th  to  Mar.  19th.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  bird  is  greatly  under-recorded  but,  on  the  basis  of  the  records  available,  the 
present  wintering  population  of  Wales  may  be  no  more  than  100-200  birds.  One  was  being 
eaten  by  a  Kestrel  on  Clyne  Common  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  9th. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

1992:  Correction  —  the  area  covered  for  breeding  counts  on  Mynydd  Du  was  126.5  Km2  in 
area  not  26.5  as  stated. 

1993:  Wintering  numbers  at  both  ends  of  the  year  seemed  low',  monthly  max.  at  the  main 
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sites  being: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

62 

63 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

5 

2 

36 

11 

70 

T/T/G 

10 

11 

4 

43 

42 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

62 

44 

35 

144 

Brecon  Glasbury 

56 

18 

26 

1 

43 

Llangorse  Lake 

67 

31 

52 

There  were  also  32  at  Llanwern  Gwent  in  December,  in  Glamorgan  c.50  at  Llanharry 
marsh  in  February  and  40  at  Graig  Pontypridd  on  Dec.  12th  and  42  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion 
on  Nov.  20th. 

Few  counts  of  breeding  birds  received  but  27  pairs  noted  in  a  total  of  10  sites  in 
Brecon,  included  10+  on  Mynydd  Epynt  and  5  at  Mynydd  Illtyd.  An  RSPB  survey  of  19 
key  wader  sites  (defined  under  Lapwing)  recorded  a  total  of  64-72  pairs  and  a  survey  of  17 
wader  sites  on  the  Ll^n  Peninsula  Caernarfon  recorded  15-16  pairs  compared  to  28  in 
1986/87. 

LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  Limnodromus  scolopaceus*  GIACH  GYLFIN-HIR 

One  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon  from  Oct.  17-26th  was  the  first 
record  for  Meirionnydd. 

WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

This  species  is  badly  under-recorded  in  Wales  at  present.  Roding  birds  were  noted  in  6  areas 
of  forestry  in  Gwent,  3  sites  in  north  Brecon  and  one  in  Clwyd.  An  unusual  concentration 
of  20+  at  Merthyr  Cynog  Brecon  on  Dec.  27th. 

BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  46  47  60  41  150  21  29  65  76  69  85  76 

Flint  O'Holt  1500  1000  250  350  225  600  700  1200  1100  630 

Only  small  numbers  elsewhere,  mainly  at  passage  seasons,  but  recorded  right  round  the 

coast.  The  largest  group  away  from  the  main  sites  was  of  17  in  T/T/G  Carmarthen  in 
October. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

190  250  62  2 

13  3 

5  4 

46 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 
T/T/G 

1 

64  125  12 

150  1 

21 

5 

10  21 

59 

There  were  also  max.  of  300+  in  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ceredigion  in  May  and  400  at  Point  of 
Ayr  Flint  on  Jan.  10th.  Inland  singles  in  w/p  at  Brechfa  Pool  Brecon  on  Apr.  13th  and  at 
Glasbury  on  May  2nd  may  have  been  the  same  bird. 


WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

A  good  spring  passage  noted  between  Mar.  15th  and  June  22nd.  Flocks  of  up  to  50  were 
fairly  widespread,  particularly  from  Apr.  27th  to  May  4th,  and  the  largest  flocks  noted  were: 
Gwent:  105  at  Goldcliff  and  87  at  St.  Brides  on  Apr.  24th;  Glamorgan:  132  at  Berthlwyd 
on  May  8th  and  110  at  Kenfig  on  9th;  Carmarthen:  a  max.  of  126  in  the  Burry  Inlet  in 
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May;  Pembroke:  100  at  the  Gann  on  May  2nd;  Ceredigion:  94  at  Ynyslas  from  Apr.  30th 
to  May  2nd;  Meirionnydd:  c.100  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  on  May  10th.  Inland, 
flocks  of  40  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Apr.  27th  and  Llyn  Alaw  on  May  2nd,  one  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Apr.  27th,  5  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  on  May  3rd  and  a 
total  of  12-14  birds  at  Llyn  Helyg  Clwyd  from  Apr.  28th  to  May  14th. 

Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July  7th  to  Oct.  22nd  but  was,  as  usual,  smaller,  with 
max.  counts  of  32  at  the  Teifi  estuary  Ceredigion  on  July  12th,  and  a  max.  of  43  at 
Goldcliff/Redwick  Gwent  in  late  August.  A  total  of  7  inland  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey 
between  July  16th  and  Aug.  4th  and  220  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  5th. 

CURLEW  N.  arquatus  GYLFINIR 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the 

monthly 

max. 

at  the 

main 

sites 

are  tabulated  as 

available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

PW 

150 

65 

330 

250 

20 

20 

300 

475 

150 

200 

10 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

117 

82 

76 

100 

220 

200 

75 

75 

100 

Undy 

Glamorgan 

258 

30 

30 

410 

390 

600 

150 

Burry  (S) 

619 

586 

268 

41 

22 

211 

525 

820 

1322 

1339 

527 

624 

Rumney  Great  Wharf 

200 

210 

216 

220 

14 

265 

500 

432 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

256 

115 

268 

190 

50 

346 

1110 

1500 

600 

315 

150 

132 

T/T/G 

645 

743 

536 

4 

5 

30 

109 

314 

996 

819 

821 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1541 

1016 

1159 

875 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

578 

909 

603 

308 

28 

54 

1100 

752 

658 

717 

914 

724 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

411 

220 

139 

120 

577 

348 

469 

109 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

410 

640 

800 

235 

19 

221 

1476 

1455 

1600 

1350 

978 

1070 

Inland  a  max.  of  54  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  6th  and,  at  Glasbury  Brecon,  there 
were  75  on  Feb.  14th  and  80  on  Dec.  1 1th,  whilst  up  to  300  wintered  at  both  Dolydd  Hafren 
and  Llansantffraid  Montgomery  in  the  winter  of  1993/94.  Only  11  breeding  territories  were 
noted  in  Gwent.  In  Carmarthen  18-24  pairs  were  noted  from  8  sites,  including  5-10  pairs 
in  the  Capel  Isaac  district.  In  Pembroke  18  pairs  nested  on  Skomer  (included  in  key  sites 
survey  below)  but  no  other  counts.  In  Brecon  47  pairs  located  in  16  sites.  Still  a  fairly 
widespread  breeding  bird  in  north  Ceredigion  but  information  from  other  counties  not 
recorded.  In  an  RSPB  survey  of  19  key  wader  sites  in  Wales  (defined  under  Lapwing)  79-87 
pairs  were  found.  Where  comparative  counts  were  available  (7  sites)  these  figures  represent 
a  decline  of  23%  since  the  1980s.  On  the  Ll$n  Peninsula  Caernarfon  counts  at  17  wader 
sites  recorded  1 1-26  pairs  compared  to  69-82  in  1986/87. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus *  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  wintering  birds  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen,  the  Cleddau 
estuary  Pembroke,  Malltraeth  and  Red  Wharf  Bay  Anglesey  and  Oakenholt  marsh  Flint. 
Otherwise  c.75  passage  birds  noted  during  March  to  May  13th  and  June  22nd  to  November, 
all  from  the  coast  except  for  one  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Montgomery  on  Sept.  8th.  Monthly 
totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4  3  6  4  4  1  4’  25  40  10  11  6 
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REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent 

PW 

100 

2 

10 

30 

10 

60 

140 

320 

17 

100 

400 

200 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

4 

2 

4 

60 

265 

105 

100 

Mathem 

9 

75 

25 

50 

10 

25 

170 

225 

365 

350 

1 

130 

Glamorgan 

Rhymney  Est. 

556 

494 

173 

200 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

350 

345 

300 

150 

25 

350 

300 

308 

Burry  (S) 

257 

194 

57 

4 

1 

31 

95 

408 

321 

562 

231 

199 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

216 

42 

308 

88 

16 

587 

831 

612 

799 

273 

96 

3 

T/T/G 

293 

397 

237 

4 

90 

148 

42 

468 

775 

592 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

571 

495 

628 

761 

Flint 

Point  of  Ayr 

400 

530 

300 

53 

26 

750 

875 

474 

780 

648 

780 

O’Holt 

450 

20 

17 

300 

3 

1 

800 

700 

650 

2000 

1000 

150 

Breeding  reports  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  2  pairs  at  Uskmouth,  3  at  St.  Brides,  3  at 
Waun  y  Pound  Ebbw  Vale  (included  in  key  sites  survey  below)  and  one  probably  bred  at 
Gamlydan;  Glamorgan:  single  pairs  present  at  7  sites  and  2  at  Baglan  Bay;  Ceredigion:  a 
few  pairs  still  present  at  Cors  Caron  and  in  the  Dyfi  marshes,  including  4  at  Ynyshir; 
Montgomery:  3  pairs  failed  at  Dolydd  Hafren.  In  an  RSPB  survey  of  19  key  sites  for 
breeding  waders  (defined  under  Lapwing)  a  total  of  70-78  pairs  found.  Where  comparative 
counts  were  done  (9  sites)  numbers  had  declined  from  17-18  pairs  in  the  1980s  to  2-3. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Recorded  in  every  month.  There  were  small  wintering  groups  at  Penclacwydd  and  T/T/G 
Carmarthen,  in  the  Cleddau  estuary  Pembroke  and  at  Foel,  Menai  Strait  Anglesey. 
Otherwise  a  sprinkle  of  birds  on  spring  passage  and  a  sizeable  autumn  movement  from  mid 
July  to  Nov.  23rd.  Most  were  seen  in  August  and  September  and  at  or  near  the  coast  but 
birds  inland  were,  in  Brecon,  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Aug.  18th  and  2  on  19th  and  one  at 
Glasbury  from  Aug.  22nd  to  Sept.  5th  and,  in  Montgomery,  one  at  Dolydd  Hafren  from 
Sept.  1  -8th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
12  15  6  3  26  6  16  157  154  37  18  15 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  20-21  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  16-17  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  Gwent 
(5  &  1),  Glamorgan  (12  &  6),  Carmarthen  (2  &  8),  Pembroke  (2  &  1),  Ceredigion  (3  & 
2),  Brecon  (1-2  &  2-3),  Meirionnydd  (1  &  0)  and  Anglesey  (1  &  1).  Otherwise  a  scatter  on 
passage,  principally  in  autumn,  in  all  counties  but  the  largest  count  was  only  8  at  Gobion 
Gwent  in  August. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareolci*  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

In  Carmarthen  3  singles  at  Penclacwydd,  on  May  10th,  Aug.  18-20th  and  Sept.  23-25th 
and  singles  in  Montgomery  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  from  Sept.  5-8th;  one 
at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  1 1th. 
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COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

No  systematic  breeding  counts  received  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers,  except 
for  4  pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  Montgomery.  As  always  a  few  wintering,  c.6-7  in  the 
early  months  and  3-4  at  the  year’s  end,  in  Gwent  (one  in  February),  Glamorgan  (one  in 
March  possibly  wintered  and  1-2  at  the  end  of  the  year),  Carmarthen  (one  in  December), 
Pembroke  (4  January  to  March),  Ceredigion  (one  October  to  December)  and  Brecon  (one 
in  January).  Small  numbers  widely  noted  on  passage. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  are  tabulated  as  available.  No  significant 
figures  received  from  the  north  coast. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

Ogmore/Newton 

45 

20 

30 

18 

14 

60 

100 

25 

40 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

35 

60 

47 

31 

42 

Port  Talbot 

32 

6 

8 

44 

2 

2 

20 

9 

53 

27 

63 

13 

Swansea  Pier 

30 

84 

111 

80 

22 

49 

79 

93 

94 

87 

Blackpill 

45 

2 

111 

1 

20 

68 

53 

Burry  (S) 

137 

95 

81 

210 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

70 

29 

24 

66 

183 

392 

192 

55 

321 

T/T/G 

12 

52 

58 

15 

2 

42 

41 

122 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

107 

55 

52 

127 

Stated  to  be  declining  in  Gwent,  where  26  at  Uskmouth  on  Aug.  16th  was  the  highest  count 
along  the  Severn  shore.  The  main  wintering  area  in  Ceredigion  is  Aberaeron,  where  there 
was  a  max.  of  80  on  Feb.  13th.  There  were  also  50  in  the  Artro  estuary  Meirionnydd  in 
March. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius pomarinus*  SGrWEN FRECH 

An  interesting  spring  movement  involved  Glamorgan,  with  one  W  off  Mumbles  Head  on 
May  30th,  5  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  June  3rd  and  17  adults  W  off  Mumbles  Head  on  12th; 
Pembroke,  with  singles  off  Skomer  on  May  15th.  Strumble  Head  on  31st  and  June  13th  and 
Skokholm  on  12th;  Meirionnydd,  with  one  off  Aberdysynni  on  May  15th;  and  Anglesey, 
with  singles  off  the  Range  South  Stack  on  May  2nd  and  South  Stack  on  June  13th,  with  3 
there  on  15th. 

Fewer  in  autumn,  which  is  unusual.  But  noted  then  off  Pembroke:  16  passing 
Strumble  Head  on  12  dates  between  Aug.  3rd  and  Dec.  9th,  max.  3  on  Aug.  8th,  and  singles 
off  Ramsey  on  Sept.  10th  and  Skokholm  on  Oct.  13th;  Caernarfon;  singles  off  Bardsey  on 
Sept.  19th  and  Oct.  8th;  Anglesey:  3  W  off  Point  Lynas  on  Aug.  25th  and  one  W  on  Sept. 
13th;  and  Flint:  2  passing  Point  of  Ayr  on  Sept.  3rd  and  on  1 1th  and  on  Nov.  14th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  5.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Rather  more  spring  records  than  usual.  Off  Gwent  8  flew  up-Channel  off  Goldcliff  Point  on 
May  31st  and  3  others  offshore  during  May.  Elsewhere  a  total  of  43  recorded  at  watching 
points  off  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Ceredigion  and  Caernarfon  between 
Apr.  19th  and  June  12th.  Most  were  single  birds,  with  a  max.  of  3  off  Ynyslas  Ceredigion 
on  May  1st.  In  the  autumn  a  total  of  29  was  noted  off  Mumbles/Tutt  Head  Glamorgan 
between  July  1 1th  and  Oct.  12th,  max.  9  on  Oct.  9th,  a  total  of  107  passed  watching  points 
in  Pembroke  during  June  17th  to  Dec.  9th,  with  a  max.  of  21  passing  Strumble  Head  on 
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Aug.  23rd,  21  flew  W  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  during  32  hours  watching  on  17  days 
between  July  25th  and  Dec.  4th,  max.  8  on  Aug.  22nd,  and,  off  Flint,  a  total  of  124  passed 
on  22  dates  between  June  23rd  and  Sept.  26th,  with  a  max.  of  23  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  July 
31st.  An  adult  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Sept.  13th. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  5.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN  LOST  FAIN 

1992:  One  off  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  July  12th. 

1993:  One  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  2nd  was  the  only  record. 

GREAT  SKUA  5.  skua  *  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

Singles  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Jan.  13th,  Aberaeron  Ceredigion  on  17th  and 
Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  25th.  As  with  other  skuas  rather  more  spring  records  than  usual.  There 
was  a  quite  marked  movement  off  the  coast  between  Apr.  11th  and  June  12th,  involving 
c.19  birds  off  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (6),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (6),  Ceredigion  (1) 
and  Caernarfon  (1).  Most  were  single  birds  but  there  were  3  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen 
on  Apr.  20th  and  3  flew  E  off  Mumbles  Head  Glamorgan  on  June  12th.  Later  in  June  2 
flew  W  there  on  26th  and  one  flew  E  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  19th. 

In  the  autumn  the  main  movements  were  noted  off  Cefn  Sidan  Carmarthen,  with  a 
total  of  17  between  Aug.  1st  and  22nd,  max.  8  on  1st,  Pembroke,  with  a  total  of  63  passing 
Strumble  Head  and  the  islands  between  Aug.  3rd  and  Dec.  19th,  max.  13  off  Strumble  Head 
on  Aug.  23rd,  and  10  W  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  between  July  25th  and  Dec.  4th,  max.  4 
on  Sept.  3rd.  Elsewhere  9  singles  in  the  same  period  and  4  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Sept. 
3rd. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus*  GWYLAN  M OR  Y  CANOLDIR 

Widespread  on  the  coast  and  possibly  under-recorded,  as  adults  were  recorded  more 
frequently  than  immatures  (60%  to  40%  of  the  records)  in  contrast  to  other  scarce  gulls.  A 
min.  total  of  72-76  was  reported  in  Gwent  (c.10),  Glamorgan  (c.18),  Carmarthen  (6), 
Pembroke  (14+),  Ceredigion  (12-16),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (4) 
and  Flint  (6).  Insufficient  information  was  available  to  accurately  plot  monthly  totals  for 
Wales  but  most  birds  occurred  in  winter  and  during  passage,  although  there  were  records  for 
all  months.  There  were  7  adults  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  3rd  and  5  at  Aberaeron 
Ceredigion  on  29th.  There  was  also  an  intriguing  record  of  an  adult  and  juvenile  together  at 
Goldcliff  Gwent  on  July  25th. 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus  *  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

At  least  89  birds  noted  in  all,  in  Gwent  (5),  Glamorgan  (c.25),  Carmarthen  (2), 
Pembroke  (25),  Ceredigion  (18+),  Brecon  (6),  Caernarfon  (2)  and  Anglesey  (6).  There 
were  records  in  every  month  but  no  marked  movements.  At  least  half  the  records  were  for 
January,  November  and  December.  The  largest  groups  or  movements  were  10+  off 
Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  16th  and  16  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Nov. 
14th.  Winter  records  included  an  immature  on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog  Brecon  on  Jan.  17th  and, 
presumed  same,  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb.  16th  and  26th.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

18  1  2  8 

May 

8 

June 

2 

July 

4 

Aug. 

2 

Sept. 

13 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  20  11 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini * 

GWYLAN  SABINE 

A  juvenile  at  Peterstone  Gwent  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  1st  and  2  off  Mumbles/Tutt  Head 
Glamorgan  on  Sept.  5th. 
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BONAPARTE’S  GULL  L.  philadelphus*  GWYLAN  BONAPARTE 

1990:  The  record  of  an  adult  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  on  Dec.  2nd  is  now  rejected  (Brit 
Birds  86:  489). 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PENDDU 


Systematic  counts  were  made  at  7  important  sites  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan 

B'pill 

5200 

3510 

1150 

25 

73 

570 

1440 

2710 

2460 

1240 

3730 

6460 

Port  Talbot 

920 

336 

860 

5 

3 

16 

455 

382 

278 

342 

620 

907 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

62 

134 

94 

34 

850 

1000 

256 

90 

176 

Carmarthen 

Burry  (N) 

893 

742 

593 

406 

2773 

1396 

1199 

797 

675 

592 

T/T/G 

845 

494 

338 

14 

4 

22 

400 

3200 

2876 

2005 

1278 

1415 

Meirionnydd 

D/Glas 

232 

143 

308 

305 

520 

145 

45 

70 

Mawddach 

230 

144 

109 

200 

342 

154 

109 

47 

Inland  the  roost  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  held  10,000  in  January,  4,000  in  March,  none  in 
June  and  15,000  in  December,  whilst  in  Brecon  there  were  1200  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Jan. 
24th  and  2000  on  Dec.  19th  and  600  at  Pontsticill  Res.  on  Oct.  23rd.  The  BTO  January  roost 
count  recorded  a  total  of  85,737  for  Wales. 

Breeding  information  received  for  4  counties  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  c.55  pairs  and 
74  chicks  on  the  Seven  Sisters  on  June  21st;  Ceredigion:  200+  pairs  at  Cors  Caron  but  no 
counts  from  the  other  9  or  so  small  colonies;  Brecon:  4  sites  held  a  total  of  c.136  pairs, 
including  120+  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach.  It  was  a  poor  breeding  season;  Montgomery:  600  birds 
at  the  Llyn  y  Tarw  colony  on  Apr.  15th.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis *  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

About  13  individuals  noted  in  Glamorgan  (8),  Pembroke  (3),  Caernarfon  (1)  and 
Anglesey  (1).  Birds  were  recorded  in  all  months  except  November  and  December  and 
Blackpill  Glamorgan  accounted  for  7  of  the  birds.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
1568  3  2  1  1  2100 


COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Systematic  counts  were  made  at  3  major  sites  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B'pill 

1590 

1510 

1800 

374 

258 

48 

125 

373 

394 

830 

918 

1560 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

62 

240 

9 

11 

4 

170 

28 

141 

41 

T/T/G 

479 

144 

236 

6 

35 

6 

135 

93 

72 

265 

Inland  max.  of  2000  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  in  January  and  1500  in  December.  Only 
small  flocks  recorded  elsewhere.  The  BTO  January  roost  count  recorded  a  total  of  26,591 
for  Wales. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  were  made  at  4  sites  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B'pill 

8 

7 

10 

37 

12 

14 

53 

49 

35 

9 

25 

9 

Port  Talbot 

35 

39 

39 

75 

50 

77 

102 

104 

44 

25 

27 

19 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

16 

17 

29 

25 

21 

110 

120 

253 

91 

23 

36 

5 

T/T/G 

5 

12 

4 

7 

3 

11 

38 

30 

8 

36 


Inland  roosts  were  much  larger  than  these  coastal  sites.  In  Gwent  there  were  max.  of  5000 
at  Llandegfedd  Res.  in  January  and  1000  from  October  to  December;  in  Pembroke  there 
were  5000  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  in  January  and  7000  in  November;  and  in  Brecon  there  were 
177  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  January,  660  on  Oct.  28th  and  600  at  Pontsticill  Res.  on  23rd.  The 
BTO  January  roost  count  recorded  a  total  of  1 1,605  for  Wales. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  from  Pembroke:  Skokholm  4652  nests,  700  young 
fledged,  Skomer  20,200  pairs,  a  sharp  increase  and  4000  young  fledged,  Caldey  224  pairs, 
Ramsey  203  pairs,  Bishops  &  Clerks  52  pairs,  Greenbridge-Flimston  22  pairs,  Broadhaven- 
New  Quay  (S  coast)  15  pairs;  Ceredigion:  3000-3500  nests  on  Cardigan  Island,  a  further 
increase;  Caernarfon:  220  pairs  bred  with  limited  success  on  Bardsey.  Rooftop  breeding 
was  noted  in  Gwent,  at  one  site,  perhaps  3,  in  Newport,  at  Dukestown  Tredegar  and  ‘many 
more  pairs’  probably  bred  at  Ebbw  Vale  steelworks  and  Bryn  Mawr,  and  in  Glamorgan  3 
pairs  bred  at  one  site  in  Port  Talbot.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  were  received  from  7  major  sites  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B’pill 

281 

366 

119 

168 

200 

228 

420 

465 

259 

159 

193 

274 

Port  Talbot 

240 

200 

92 

104 

149 

67 

169 

136 

221 

630 

355 

469 

Whiteford  Pt. 

890 

250 

3 

52 

102 

1000 

500 

364 

340 

480 

440 

295 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

35 

13 

5 

2 

10 

27 

819 

58 

44 

288 

12 

34 

T/T/G 

574 

709 

221 

28 

38 

128 

203 

261 

576 

726 

725 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

417 

300 

160 

212 

230 

62 

614 

600 

180 

193 

Mawddach 

240 

314 

334 

169 

5 

247 

71 

The  BTO  January  roost  count  recorded  a  total  of  29,065  for  Wales. 

Counts  of  breeding  pairs  received  were:  Glamorgan:  2  at  Devil’s  Truck  and  7  at  Horse 
Cliff;  Pembroke:  Caldey  1045,  Skokholm  450,  Skomer  530,  Ramsey  148,  Bishops  & 
Clerks  48,  Greenbridge-Flimston  78,  Broadhaven-New  Quay  (S  coast)  32;  Ceredigion: 
400+  on  Cardigan  Island;  Caernarfon:  Bardsey  300,  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  270.  Breeding  was 
also  noted  on  rooftops  in  Newport  and  probably  Ebbw  Vale  steelworks  Gwent.  Other  Welsh 
breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

At  least  13  Yellow-legged  Gulls,  either  L.  a.  micahelis  or  L.  cachinnans  were  noted  in 
Gwent  (6),  Glamorgan  (1),  Carmarthen  (4)  and  Pembroke  (2).  By  month  records  were 
Jan.  (1),  Feb.  (3),  June  (1),  July  (1),  Aug.  (5),  Sept.  (1)  and  Oct.  (1). 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

1991:  One  at  Gronant  Llint  on  Feb.  1st. 

1993:  Recorded  monthly  until  May  18th,  then  singles  in  August  and  December.  A  total  of 
11  altogether  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (1),  Pembroke  (5),  Ceredigion  (2)  and  Anglesey 
(2).  Only  one  was  adult.  Three  made  long  stays,  in  Pembroke  at  Llanstadwell  from  Feb. 
26th  to  May  18th  and  Hakin  from  Feb.  3rd  to  May  6th  and  at  Borth  Ceredigion,  an  adult 
from  Feb.  12th  to  Apr.  1 1th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  Aug.  Dec. 

1  6  5  3  2  1  1 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus *  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  with  c.20  noted  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (3),  Pembroke  (1), 
Ceredigion  (4),  Anglesey  (5)  and  Clwyd  (6).  Long  staying  individuals  included  a  2nd 
winter  bird  on  the  Glamorgan  coast  until  Apr.  1 1th  and  a  3rd  winter  until  Mar.  21st,  a  1st 
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winter  bird  at  Llanstadwell  Pembroke  from  Feb.  20th  to  the  end  of  the  year  and  adults 
wintering  in  Glamorgan  from  Oct.  24th  and  Flint  from  2nd.  Monthly  totals  are  shown 
below,  note  the  preponderance  of  immature  birds: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 


adults 

immature 

age? 


2  3  6 


2 

2  1 
1 


2 


2 


2  2  2 
1  2  2 

1 


GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  maritima  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 


Systematic  counts  from  3  major  sites  were  received  as  follows: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  B 'pill 

33 

10 

17 

48 

26 

52 

112 

92 

49 

44 

72 

52 

Burry  (S) 

57 

10 

31 

27 

14 

33 

67 

292 

295 

228 

215 

60 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

104 

34 

39 

2 

3 

47 

3 

1 

64 

142 

139 

89 

The  BTO  January  roost  count  recorded  a  total  of  1222  for  Wales. 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  many  birds  and  a  min.  of  23  nests 
on  Denny  island  on  Aug.  17th;  Pembroke:  pair  counts  were  Grassholm  100-150,  Skomer 
53,  Middleholm  31,  Skokholm  23,  Bishops  &  Clerks  12,  Caldey  5,  Ramsey  4,  Greenbridge- 
Flimston  3.  No  other  Welsh  sites  reported  on. 


KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  bred  on  Mumbles  Pier,  a  new  site,  and  40 
pairs  on  Devil’s  Truck;  Pembroke:  nest  counts  were  Skomer  2478,  Ramsey  416  with  an 
average  brood  size  of  1.36,  Greenbridge-Flimston  383  with  an  average  brood  size  of  0.44, 
Grassholm  50;  Ceredigion:  Newquay  Head  250+  pairs,  Cardigan  Island  one  pair  bred, 
Lochtyn  continued  decline;  Caernarfon:  200  pairs  bred  at  Bardsey  but  raised  only  6-8 
young,  and  that  was  an  improvement!  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

There  was  evidence  of  a  ‘wreck’  in  January  and  February,  with  a  wide  scatter  of 
records  inshore  and  some  picked  up  dead  in  Glamorgan,  Ceredigion  and  Meirionnydd 
and  inland  records  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  in  January  and  February  and  Talybont  Res. 
Brecon  in  January. 

GULL-BILLED  TERN  Gelochelidon  nilotica  MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 

One  at  Penrice,  Hangman’s  Corner  and  Knelston  Glamorgan  on  July  4th  and  5th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

On  Anglesey  564  pairs  bred  on  one  site,  with  a  min.  of  168  young  reared.  Large  passage 
gatherings  in  autumn  were  noted  off  the  Dyfi  estuary  Ynyslas  Ceredigion,  with  303  on 
Aug.  20th  and  415  on  Sept.  2nd,  in  the  Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  Meirionnydd  with  200  in 
September  and  up  to  940  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  in  August. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

An  improvement  in  the  breeding  position,  with  2  colonies  totalling  21  pairs  rearing  36 
young.  At  least  one  attempt  was  made  to  rob  nests  by  2  collectors  from  the  Midlands. 
Elsewhere  an  unusual  inland  record  of  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  May  16th,  one 
passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  July  10th  and  2  on  Aug.  23rd,  one  at  Ynyslas 
Ceredigion  on  Aug.  18th  and  2  at  Aberaeron  on  Sept.  20th. 

COMMON  TERN  S.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  403-427  pairs  bred  in  6  sites  in  Anglesey  and  Flint.  Although  475-500  young 
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fledged,  the  Flint  colony  lost  c.100  to  predation  by  rats. 

ARCTIC  TERN  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  934-957  pairs  at  4  sites  in  Anglesey  was  a  slight  decrease  but  a  min.  of  765-815 
young  fledged. 

LITTLE  TERN  5.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

At  the  only  Welsh  colony,  in  Flint,  45  pairs  fledged  a  min.  of  45  young.  Despite  electric 
fencing  foxes  predated  c.25  nests. 

WHISKERED  TERN  Chlidonias  hybridus*  CORSWENNOL  FARFOG 

One  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  June  18th  moved  to  Cemlyn  Bay  over  19-23rd. 

BLACK  TERN  C.  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

1992:  The  notable  autumn  movement  was  very  marked  in  Anglesey,  with  a  total  of  109 
between  July  23rd  and  Sept.  27th,  including  52  at  Cemlyn  Bay  on  Sept.  13th. 

1993:  Moderate  movements  only,  with  64  in  spring  between  Apr.  29th  and  June  10th  and  34 
in  autumn  between  Aug.  18th  and  Sept.  18th,  in  Gwent  (3  &  3),  Glamorgan  (40  &  6), 
Pembroke  (0  &  5),  Brecon  (1 1  &  14),  Montgomery  (1  &  0)  and  Anglesey  (9  &  6).  Half 
the  spring  records  were  provided  by  an  arrival  building  up  to  31  at  dusk  at  Kenfig  Pool 
Glamorgan  on  May  12th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2  60  2  0  5  29 

WHITE- WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  leucopterus*  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 

1991:  One  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  May  29-3 1st. 

GUILLEMOT  Una  aalge  GWYLOG 

Counts  of  adults  at  breeding  ledges  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Skomer  8792, 
Greenbridge-Flimson  5749,  Ramsey  2091,  Skokholm  684,  Mewsford  Point  352,  Grassholm 
310,  Crickmail  Point  135,  Caldey  15,  The  Castle  10,  St.  Govan’s  Head  8;  Ceredigion: 
Cardigan  Island  5  sites;  Caernarfon:  Bardsey  280,  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  150.  Other  Welsh 
breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

Counts  of  adults  breeding  ledges  were  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Skomer  3676, 
Greenbridge-Flimston  501,  Ramsey  936,  Skokholm  804,  Mewsford  Point  2,  Grassholm  25, 
Crickmail  Point  15,  Caldey  31,  The  Castle  14,  St.  Govan’s  Head  10,  Broadhaven-New  Quay 
31;  Ceredigion:  Cardigan  Island  12  sites;  Caernarfon:  Bardsey  250,  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  70. 
No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle*  GWYLOG  DDU 

1992:  Anglesey:  Resident  at  Fedw  Fawr  and  Penmon,  with  a  max.  of  1 1  birds. 

1993:  No  breeding  sites  were  reported  on.  Elsewhere  singles  in  Pembroke  at  Stackpole 
Head  from  Jan.  1st  to  Apr.  14th,  Fishguard  harbour  on  Apr.  7th  and  Skomer  on  June  8th;  an 
adult  in  s/p  off  Port  Eynon  Point  and  later  Mumbles  Head  Glamorgan  on  June  20th;  one  off 
Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  24th. 

LITTLE  AUK  AUe  alle*  CAREIL  BACH 

Single  birds  off  Mumbles  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  8th,  passing  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on 
Oct.  2nd,  Dec.  4th  and  31st,  with  2  on  Nov.  14th  and  3  on  Dec.  19th  and  one  in  the  Nevem 
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Estuary  on  10th.  In  Ceredigion  one  picked  up  dead  at  Aberystwyth  on  Jan.  28th  and  one 
dying  at  New  Quay  on  Dec.  31st.  One  off  Penmon  Anglesey  on  Dec.  4th  and  one  off  Point 
of  Ayr  Flint  on  Jan.  13th  and  2  there  on  Dec.  16th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

Counts  of  adults  ashore  at  breeding  colonies  received  as  follows:  Pembroke:  Skomer  11000 
in  April  and  18000  in  July,  Skokholm  2145  in  April  and  6209  in  July.  There  were  also  28 
occupied  burrows  on  North  Bishop  and,  in  Caernarfon,  390+  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan.  No 
other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

Large  flocks  noted  were:  Gwent:  40  at  Chain  Bridge  Usk  Valley  on  Apr.  18th;  Glamorgan: 
67  on  maize  stubble  at  Bonvilston  on  Jan.  3rd  and  150+  in  the  Hendre  Lake  area  Cardiff  on 
Oct.  16th;  Brecon:  160+  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  in  January  and  February  and  c.200 
similarly  in  November  and  December  and  62  at  Llanhamlach  on  Feb.  7th. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

Three  pairs  noted  in  Gwent  in  the  Trelleck,  Cleddon  and  Beacon  Hill  area,  with  4  birds  on 
Trelleck  Common  on  July  26th;  arrival  was  first  noted  on  Apr.  29th.  Elsewhere  only  on 
passage,  with  c.37  on  spring  passage  between  May  8th  and  June  22nd  and  12  on  autumn 
passage  until  Oct.  9th,  in  Glamorgan  (8),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke  (c.27), 
Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (4),  Anglesey  (4)  and  Flint  (2).  Monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

24  9  0  2  8  1 


BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Breeding  season  counts  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  at  least  6  pairs  found,  5  fledging  a  total 
of  15  young  and  one  deserting  eggs;  Glamorgan:  breeding  proved  in  one  site  and  birds 
present  in  16  others  during  the  year;  Ceredigion:  breeding  widely  but  only  moderate 
breeding  success  in  the  wet  and  cold  May  and  June  weather;  Brecon:  reported  from  13  sites, 
with  breeding  proved  in  2;  Montgomery:  23  occupied  nest  sites  found  but  productivity  very 
low  in  the  wet  summer. 

One  was  reported  to  have  been  taken  by  a  Goshawk  at  Doldowlod  Radnor  on  Nov.  17th 
and  singles  seen  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  July  5th,  Sept.  13th  and  27th  and  Oct.  12- 18th. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus *  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

1992:  There  were  June  records  from  2  sites  in  Caernarfon. 

1993:  In  Gwent  4  breeding  pairs  were  found  in  3  sites  and  all  were  successful;  in 
Glamorgan  a  pair  fledged  at  least  one  young  in  Mynydd  Rhiw  Gregan.  Other  records  for 
this  elusive  species  were  one  for  3  days  ‘early  in  the  year’  at  Pennant  Ceredigion  and  a  pair 
suspected  of  breeding  in  a  conifer  plantation  in  Montgomery. 

Winter  roosts  were  noted  at  Wentlooge  Levels  Gwent/Glamorgan,  with  one  from  Jan. 
14-3 1st  and  2  from  19-21st  and  5  on  Dec.  27th,  and  near  St.  David’s  Pembroke,  with  5  in 
February  and  one  or  more  in  December.  Elsewhere  there  were  singles  at  Kenfig  Pool 
Glamorgan  on  Sept.  14th,  18th  and  Dec.  23rd,  at  Bynea  Carmarthen  on  Mar.  7th  and  Nov. 
24th,  picked  up  dead  on  the  A5  at  Holland  Arms  Anglesey  on  Mar.  22nd  and  on  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  Mar.  13th  (the  earliest  observatory  record)  and  May  3rd. 
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SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Breeding  noted  in  Pembroke,  where  13  pairs  fledged  at  least  32  young  on  Skomer, 
Montgomery,  with  3  pairs  nesting  in  the  new  plantations  at  Llanbrynmair  Moor,  and 
possibly  Meirionnydd,  where  birds  present  in  2  sites  in  the  breeding  season;  regular  sites 
used  in  previous  years  there  were  found  unoccupied. 

Otherwise  small  numbers  at  the  coast  until  May  11th  and  from  Aug.  20th  in  Gwent, 
Glamorgan,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Caerrarfon,  Anglesey  and  Clwyd.  Most  records 
were  of  ones  or  twos  but  there  was  a  max.  or  1 1  at  Peterstone  Gwent  on  Jan.  16th  and  a 
roost  of  10  on  Skomer  Pembroke  in  November.  Probably  60-70  birds  altogether  wrere 
involved.  There  were  also  up  to  3  inland  at  Waun  y  Pound  Ebbw  Vale  Gwent  from  January 
to  May. 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus*  TROELLWR  MAWR 

Breeding  season  counts  of  territorial  males  came  from  Gwent:  Wentwood  Forest  6,  Ebbw 
Forest  11,  Chepstow  Park  Wood/Fedw  2,  Trelleck  3;  Glamorgan:  singles  in  forestry  in 
Hensol  Forest,  Cwm  Wern  Deri,  Mynydd  Nant  y  Bar,  Mynydd  Penrhys,  Mynydd  Rhiw 
Gregan  and  Mynydd  Bach,  with  2  in  each  of  Mynydd  Dinas  and  Rudry  Common  and  4  in 
Margam  Forest;  Carmarthen:  Caeo  Forest  one,  Brechfa  Forest  2;  Brecon:  Crychan  Forest 
8;  Montgomery:  Dolgau-Dyfnant  3;  Clwyd:  Pentre  Llyn  Cymer  6,  Nercwys  Mountain  one. 
Also  bred  Meirionnydd. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  Apus  melba*  GWENNOL  DDU'R  ALPAU 

One  at  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Apr.  9th. 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster*  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  23rd. 

HOOPOE  Upupci  epops*  COPOG 

Totals  of  11  in  spring  between  Mar.  15th  and  June  and  6  in  autumn  from  Sept.  16th  to  Oct. 
25th,  in  Glamorgan  (3),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (11),  Montgomery  (1)  and 
Caernarfon  (1).  The  Montgomery  bird  was  present  from  mid  May  until  end  June  at  Camo. 
Monthly  totals  were: 


Mar. 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept.  Oct. 

1 

4  5  10  0 

3  2 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla* 

PENGAM 

In  the  autumn  singles  at  Aberthaw  Glamorgan  from  Sept.  2-6th,  Rhandirmwyn 
Carmarthen  on  15th  and  Holyhead  Anglesey  on  25th,  a  total  of  9-10  in  Pembroke 
between  Aug.  18th  and  Oct.  30th,  one  at  Fairboume  Meirionnydd  on  Aug.  23rd  and  a  very 
late  bird  on  Triley  Mill  Gwent  on  Nov.  12th. 

WOODLARK  Lnllula  cirborea *  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

A  flock  of  6  at  Dingestow  Gwent  on  Oct.  31st  and  Nov.  1st,  4  at  Whiteford  Point 
Glamorgan  from  Oct.  17-29th,  one  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  1 1th  and  2  at  Skokholm  on 
23rd.  Small  parties  are  now  particularly  scarce  in  Wales. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

Reported  as  declining  as  a  breeding  bird  in  several  parts  of  Gwent.  In  Brecon  counts  on  2 
areas  of  grass  moor  on  Mynydd  Epynt  found  densities  of  21-25  pairs/Km:  compared  to  2-8 
pairs/Km:  on  poor  heather  moor  on  Mynydd  Llangorse.  In  Pembroke  there  were  26  pairs  on 
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Skokholm,  40-43  on  Skomer  and  16  on  80  ha  of  heath  at  Dowrog.  No  longer  breeds  on 
Bardsey  Caernarfon. 

Large  winter  flocks  were  480  at  Wernffrwd  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  13th  and  200  in 
stubble  at  Llandeilo-Abercywyn  Carmarthen  on  Dec.  26th. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

One  at  Cernlyn  Anglesey  from  Nov.  28th  to  Dec.  27th. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

A  survey  in  Glamorgan  (W)  recorded  a  total  of  370  pairs,  distributed  on  the  Rs. 
Loughor  c.277,  Tawe  90,  Clydach  2  and  Neath  one.  In  1992  a  similar  survey  recorded  290- 
295  pairs  and  the  main  increase  w'as  on  R.  Loughor  and  on  R.  Tawe  at  Morriston.  Along  R. 
Usk  in  Gwent  there  were  86  nests  from  Abergavenny  to  Llanfoist,  131  from  Llanfoist  to 
Llanwenarth  and  75  at  Gobion,  whilst  upstream,  in  Brecon,  there  were  3  colonies  totalling 
187  nests  from  Pencelli  to  Llantsantffraed.  No  complete  census  made  along  R.  Tywi  in 
Carmarthen  but  28  nests  at  Whitemill,  57  at  Llanegwad,  c.400  in  2Km  from  Dryslwyn 
down  to  Typica  Farm,  122  at  Llandeilo  and  57  at  Rhandirmwyn;  there  were  also  50  on  R. 
Bran  near  Llandovery.  A  slow  increase  in  the  breeding  population  is  apparent  in  Ceredigion 
and  a  new  colony  of  3  nests  was  noted  on  seacliffs  at  Aberarth.  In  Montgomery  70  pairs  at 
Dolydd  Hafren  were  again  washed  out  by  summer  floods,  only  30  staying  thereafter  and,  on 
R.  Dyfi,  27  pairs  at  Dyfi  Junction  and  28  from  Machynlleth  to  Cemmaes. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

One  picked  up  freshly  dead  in  Abergavenny  Gwent  on  Jan.  20th.  No  systematic  breeding 
counts  received  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  but  large  autumn  gatherings 
included  750,  mainly  juveniles,  at  Collister  Pill  Gwent  in  late  August/early  September, 
1000  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  7th,  4000+  at  Wernffrwd  on  17th  and 
1840+  over  Port  Talbot  in  3  hours  on  18th.  There  were  also  300  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon 
on  Sept.  15th,  500  at  Broadwater  Meirionnydd  on  Aug.  24th  and  600  at  Fairboume  on  31st. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

Five  pairs  bred  on  Bardsey  Lighthouse  Caernarfon,  the  Island’s  first  breeding  record.  No 
other  systematic  breeding  counts  received  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor.  The 
largest  passage  gatherings  noted  were  1000  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Aug. 
4th  and  Sept.  7th. 

RICHARD’S  PIPIT  Anthus  novae seelandiae*  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

One  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Oct.  8th. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

One  systematic  count  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  was  of  38  territorial  males  in  3 
Km2  of  Glasfynydd  Forest  Brecon. 

RED-THROATED  PIPIT  A.  cervinus *  CORHEDYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

1991:  One  on  Skomer  Pembroke  from  Sept.  6-8th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

Counts  of  breeding  pairs  on  the  Pembroke  Islands  were  Skokholm  49,  Skomer  5 1  and 
Ramsey  29.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  littoralis  on  Skokholm  on  Apr.  9th. 


42 


WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta*  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

Three  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  Mar.  14th  and  one  on  Oct.  16th.  One  by  R.  Wye 
at  Glasbury  Brecon  on  Dec.  4th  and  22nd. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  EELEN 

Breeding  records  only  from  Gwent,  Brecon  and  Montgomery.  In  Gwent  breeding  was 
proved  by  R.  Monnow  at  Llancillo  and  probable  in  cereals  at  Llangybi;  in  Brecon  a  min.  of 
10  pairs  bred  along  R.  Wye  from  Llyswen  to  Glasbury,  one  pair  bred  at  Llangorse  Lake,  2 
pairs  bred  (one  in  spring  wheat)  at  Scethrog  (Usk  valley)  and  a  pair  reared  5  young  at 
Llangattock.  In  Montgomery  a  min.  of  6  pairs  breeding  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  breeding  at 
Aberhafesp,  but  underrecorded.  Present  in  at  least  one  site  in  Flint  during  the  summer. 

Othewise  a  scatter  on  passage  from  coastal  counties  from  Gwent  to  Flint,  between 
Mar.  20th  and  June  6th  and  July  29th  and  Oct.  10th.  Numbers  nowhere  large  and  autumn 
flocks  of  20+  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on  Sept.  11th  and  35  at  Glasbury  Brecon  on 
Aug.  13th  were  the  largest,  and  the  latter  was  more  likely  a  post-breeding  assemblage  rather 
than  passage  birds. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  Blue-headed  race  flava  were  singles  at  Ynyslas 
Ceredigion  from  Apr.  10- 13th,  22nd  and  June  2nd,  the  latter  2  thought  to  be  the  same  bird, 
Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  21st  and  Skokholm  on  27th  and  Ammanford  Carmarthen  on 
Aug.  10th.  One  showing  the  characters  of  the  Grey-headed  race  thunbergi  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  on  May  27th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Few  systematic  counts  of  this  common  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  but  13  pairs  nested 
on  the  Gwent  stretch  of  the  R.  Grwyne  Fawr  and,  in  the  same  county,  6  pairs  in  the 
Angiddy  valley  at  Tintern.  Two  pairs  again  bred  in  the  Llangefni  area  Anglesey,  where  it  is 
a  scarce  breeder. 

WAXWING  Bomby cilia  garrulus *  CYNFFON  SID AN 

Singles  at  Dwyran  Anglesey  on  Nov.  13th  and  15th,  Abergele  Denbigh  on  23rd  and  2  at 
Llechryd  Ceredigion  from  end  November  to  early  December. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  DWR 

1992:  Correction:  12  nests  failed  on  the  Grwyne  Fawr/Fechan  system,  not  13. 

1993:  Systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  as  follows: 
Gwent:  on  regularly  monitored  rivers  there  were  6  pairs  on  the  Honddu,  4  on  the  Monnow, 
4  on  the  Angiddy  and  3  on  the  Trothy;  Gwent/Breeon:  26  pairs  found  on  the  R.  Grwyne 
Fawr/Fechan.  One  laid  3  clutches,  10  laid  2  clutches  and  the  rest  one;  13  breeding  attempts 
failed  and  25  reared  a  total  of  93  young;  Carmarthen:  one  pair  per  half  mile  along  R.  Gwili 
from  Bronwydd  to  Carmarthen;  Montgomery:  a  survey  of  R.  Tanat  and  its  tributaries  found 
65  birds  in  February. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megaryhnchos *  EOS 

One  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  10th. 

BLUETHROAT  L.  svecica  *  BRONLAS 

One  at  Bosherston  Pembroke  on  June  8th. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochropus*  TINGOCH  DU 

Recorded  in  every  month  except  August,  with  totals  of  over  40  in  the  early  months  until  at 
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least  June  2nd  and  over  45  in  autumn  from  July,  in  Gwent  (9),  Glamorgan  (10), 
Carmarthen  (10),  Pembroke  (5  in  winter,  records  of  1-3  in  4  sites  on  spring  passage  and  of 
1-4  in  13  in  autumn),  Ceredigion  (10  or  more).  Brecon  (1),  Montgomery  (1),  Caernarfon 
(9,  plus  additional  records  of  ‘one  or  two  on  scattered  dates  to  end  July  at  Bardsey), 
Anglesey  (8),  Denbigh  (2)  and  Flint  (1).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

19  10  15  4  1+  P  P  0  P  7+  16+  9 

The  Pembroke  passage  records  are  excluded  from  the  table;  P=  present  but  no  exact  counts. 

REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

Two  systematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  —  70  pairs  bred  at  the  Lake 
Vymwy  RSPB  reserve  Montgomery;  35  pairs  bred  at  Ynyshir  RSPB  reserve  Ceredigion. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

Some  sytematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Gwent:  c.30  pairs  at 
Mynydd  Garnclochdy,  35+  pairs  on  the  Blorenge,  17  on  Mynydd-y-Garn-FawT  and  c.20  on 
Coity  Mountain;  Brecon:  30  territories  in  3  Km2  in  Glasfynydd  Forest.  One  at  Peterstone 
Gwent  on  the  very  late  date  of  Dec.  27th. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

1991:  A  bird  of  one  of  the  eastern  races,  either  maura  or  stejnegri  on  Skokholm  Pembroke 
from  Oct.  1 1-1 5th. 

1993:  A  common  breeding  resident  in  Glamorgan  (W),  with  breeding  noted  or  probable  in 
22  areas.  A  scatter  of  breeding  pairs  reported  from  all  other  counties.  Records  included  4 
definite  and  one  probable  in  Brecon,  a  high  annual  total  for  that  county,  and  18-19  pairs  in 
the  Gwent  valleys  and  southern  end  cf  the  Black  Mountains  .  A  further  increase  and  spread 
noted  in  Meirionnydd,  particularly  inland. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

1992:  Correction  —  the  area  covered  by  the  survey  of  Mynydd  Du  was  126.5  Km2  not  26.5 
as  stated.  Overall  density  was  thus  2.7  pairs/Km2,  but  a  max.  of  13  pairs/Km2  was  noted  in 
the  most  favoured  areas. 

1993:  The  only  systematic  count  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  was  of  21  territorial 
males  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon.  There  was  an  autumn  passage  gathering  of  107+  at  Port 
Talbot  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  23rd  and  a  late  bird  was  seen  at  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Nov. 
28th. 

PIED  WHEATEAR  O.  pleschanka  *  TINWEN  FRAITH 

A  male  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  Oct.  25th  was  the  second  Welsh  record. 

BLACK-EARED  WHEATEAR  O.  hispanica*  TINWEN  CLUSTIOG  DU 

1990:  A  male  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  4th. 

1992:  A  male  in  song  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  6th.  These  are  the  second 
and  third  records  for  Wales. 

BLUE  ROCX  THRUSH  Monticola  solitarius*  BRONFRAITH  LAS  Y  GRAIG 

1987:  A  male  at  Moel-y-Gest  Gwynedd  on  June  4th  was  originally  accepted  onto 
Category  D.  of  the  British  List.  The  BOU  Records  Committee  has  now7  transferred 
it  to  Category  A  as  a  genuine  vagrant.  It  is  therefore  the  first  Welsh  and  second 
British  record  ( Ibis  135:  220-222). 
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RING  OUSEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

1992:  Correction:  the  area  covered  by  the  survey  on  Mynydd  Du  was  126.5  Km2  in 
extent,  not  26.5  as  stated. 

1993:  A  male  wintering  at  Nant  Glas  Radnor  until  early  March.  See  also  the 
paper  on  page  78. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

No  very  large  flocks  at  either  end  of  the  year,  although  flocks  of  100-300  were 
fairly  widespread.  Larger  flocks  were  of  600  at  Collister  Pill  Gwent  on  Nov.  21st, 
400-500  on  Mynydd  Epynt  Brecon  on  Dec.  23rd  and  2000  S  in  an  hour  at  Porth 
Meudwy  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  14th. 

There  was  a  mixed  roost  of  c.3000  Fieldfares  and  Redwings  at  Gwysaney  Clwyd 
on  Jan.  9th. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

As  with  Fieldfare,  no  very  large  gatherings  noted  but  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  there  were 
3000  at  the  light  on  the  night  of  Mar.  16th.  Otherwise  flocks  of  100-300  widespread  and 
max.  counts  of  500  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  13th  and  500+  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  on 
Nov.  6th. 

CETTFS  WARBLER  Cettia  cettia*  TELOR  CETTI 

Counts  of  singing  males  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan  (W):  underrecorded  at 
Oxwich  NNR  but  a  max.  of  6  on  Apr.  12th.  A  male  singing  in  scrub  at  Three  Cliffs  Bay 
Penmaen  on  Apr.  14th  and  May  23rd;  Carmarthen:  3  at  Witchett  Pool  during  March  to 
June,  singles  at  Pinged  and  Ffrwd  Fen  NR  from  April  to  June,  one  at  Pembrey  in  May,  5  at 
Burry  Port  from  April  to  June  and  one  at  Dafen  Pond  in  June;  Pembroke/Ceredigion:  up  to 
8  in  the  Teifi  marshes  in  spring  and,  in  Pembroke,  singles  at  Kilpaison  and  Broadhaven  in 
April  and  May. 

Three  different  females  were  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  from  Oct.  16-27th,  one  of 
which  had  been  ringed  in  Dorset  and  remained  until  late  November. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus  paludicola*  TELOR  Y DWR 

One  trapped  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  14th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

A  total  of  16-17  singing  males  in  6  sites  in  Brecon,  where  the  species  is  much  scarcer  than 
in  many  areas  of  Wales.  Spring  passage  max.  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  were  100  on  Apr. 
28th  and  300+  on  May  12th. 

MARSH  WARBLER  A.  palustris *  TELOR  Y  GWERNI 

1992:  One  singing  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  12th. 

REED  WARBLER  A.  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CRYS 

In  Montgomery,  where  breeding  is  irregular,  3  pairs  bred  at  Dyfi  Junction,  a  new  site.  No 
systematic  counts  from  the  regular  Welsh  breeding  range. 

BOOTED  WARBLER  Hippolais  caligata*  TELOR  BACSIOG 

One  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  from  Sept.  25-28th  was  the  first  Welsh  record. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  H.  icterina*  TELOR  AUR 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  from  Sept.  6- 12th. 
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MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  *  TELOR  PER 

Single  birds  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Sept.  17th,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  20th  and 
Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  7th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  *  TELOR  DARTFORD 

The  bird  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  reported  in  late  1992  remained  until  Mar.  13th. 

SUB  ALPINE  WARBLER  S.  cantillans *  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

1992:  A  first  summer  male  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  28th. 

1993:  One  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  May  12th. 


BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria  *  TELOR  RHESOG 

One  at  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  26th  and  singles  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on 
Oct.  8th  and  Skokholm  from  12- 15th. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  S.  curruca  LLWYDFRON  EACH 

In  Ceredigion  widespread  in  the  coastal  belt  and  apparently  still  increasing;  one  singing  at 
Bryn  Crug  Meirionnydd  on  June  29th.  Otherwise  little  systematic  information  for  this 
species  which  Lovegrove  et  al  noted  has  increased  considerably  in  Wales  in  recent  years. 

WHITETHROAT  S.  communis  LLWYDFRON 

A  very  early  bird  at  RAF  St.  Athan  Glamorgan  on  Feb.  24th. 

BLACKCAP  5.  atricapilla  TELOR  PENDDU 

Wintering  records  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  Altogether 
about  36  were  noted  in  January  and  February  and  c.110  in  November  and  December, 
although  November  records  may  refer  to  late  passage  rather  than  wintering.  Birds  were 
noted  in  Gwent  (c.14  &  c.  16),  Glamorgan  (14  &  c.60),  Carmarthen  (0  &  9  in  November, 
3  in  December),  Pembroke  (2  &  2),  Ceredigion  (1  &  7),  Brecon  (2  &  9),  Meirionnydd  (0 
&  2),  Anglesey  (2  &  3)  and  Clwyd  (1  &  1).  Of  27  birds  noted  in  Glamorgan  (W)  in 
November  and  December  19  were  males  and  there  were  10+  birds  at  Merthyr  Mawr 
Glamorgan  (M)  throughout  December.  Gardens,  particularly  urban  and  sub-urban  gardens, 
are  the  dominant  winter  habitat. 
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PALLAS’S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus proregulus*  TELOR  PALLAS 

Singles  at  Pennant  Ceredigion  from  Oct.  22-29th  and  trapped  on  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on 
27th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inomatus*  TELOR  AELFELYN 

1992:  One  on  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Sept.  27th  and  28th. 

1993:  The  bird  present  at  Wentlooge  Industrial  Park  Glamorgan  in  Dec.  1992  was  present 
until  Jan.  17th.  Elsewhere  singles  at  St.  Brides  Gwent  on  Oct.  3rd,  in  Pembroke,  at 
Porthclais  on  10th  and  Strumble  Head  on  29th  and  Nov.  20th,  the  latter  showing  the 
characters  of  the  race  humei,  and  in  Caernarfon,  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  18th  and  27th  and 
Porth  Meudwy  on  Oct.  3 -4th  and  9th. 

BONELLI’S  WARBLER  Ph.  bonelli*  TELOR  BONELLI 

1991:  One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Aug.  31st. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

Wintering  birds  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  In  Gwent  one  at 
Risca  during  January  and  February,  5  at  Uskmouth  on  Nov.  26th  but  only  one  at  Nash  on 
10th  in  December;  Glamorgan:  birds  at  10  sites  in  the  early  months,  including  7  at  Cheriton 
s/f  on  Jan.  2nd.  Present  in  c.12  sites  at  the  end  of  the  year,  max.  10  at  Kenfig  on  Dec.  10th; 
Carmarthen:  16  ringed  at  Cydweli  s/f  in  January  and  February  included  5  showing  the 
characters  on  one  of  the  northern  races  abietinus  or  tristis,  8  birds  at  the  same  site  in 
December;  Pembroke:  total  of  6  in  5  sites  in  January  and  February  and  5  in  4  in  December. 
Elsewhere  one  at  Nantros  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  6th  and  2  at  Arthog  Bog  Meirionnydd  on 
Nov.  27th  where  apparently  the  only  winter  records,  indicating  a  southerly  bias  to  wintering; 
sewage  works  are  an  important  winter  habitat. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus*  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

No  breeding  birds  were  reported.  Otherwise  8  reported  in  the  early  months  to  May  13th  and 
29  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  Aug.  26th,  in  Glamorgan  (8),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke 
(16),  Caernarfon  (7)  and  Anglesey  (5).  Wintering  birds  were  singles  at  Fairyhill  s/f 
Glamorgan  from  Jan.  9th  to  Feb.  7th,  with  a  second  on  Jan.  22nd  and  25th,  at  Malltraeth 
Anglesey  from  Feb.  13th  to  Mar.  24th  and  at  3  sites  in  Pembroke  in  December.  Monthly 
totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
2223100  12  15  83 

RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  parva  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  2nd  and  Nov.  3rd,  Porthceli  on 
Sept.  24th,  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  2nd  and  Skomer  on  19-20th. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Systematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Glamorgan:  at  the  Cwm 
Clydach  study  site  1 14  nest  boxes  were  occupied  and  482  pulli  ringed;  Carmarthen:  20 
pairs  reared  91  young  at  Gelli  Aur,  13  occupied  nest  boxes  in  a  single  wood  at  Troedrhiw 
Farm  Tregib  produced  95  young  and  268  pairs  fledged  1688  young  at  the  Gwenffrwd/Dinas 
RSPB  reserve;  Ceredigion:  91  pairs  in  nest  boxes  at  Ynyshir.  The  first  egg  at  Dyffryn 
Wood  Radnor  was  laid  on  the  very  early  date  of  May  4th. 
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BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus *  TITW  BARFOG 

In  Gwent  2  at  Uskmouth  on  Mar.  14th  and  4,  including  2  males,  from  Nov.  27-30th; 
Glamorgan:  a  male  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Apr.  14th,  a  male  and  female  on  Oct.  24th,  2  males 
trapped  on  25th  and  all  3  present  to  29th;  Pembroke:  2  in  bracken  on  Skokholm  on  Oct. 
24th;  Ceredigion  a  female  at  Ynyshir  from  Apr.  15th  to  Sept.  17th  was  trapped  and  found  to 
have  a  ‘massive’  brood  patch  but  apparently  found  no  mate. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

A  small  influx  evident  in  the  second  half  of  May,  as  follows:  Ceredigion:  a  male  at  Ynyshir 
on  17th  and  another  on  26-27th;  Caernarfon:  one  on  Bardsey  from  19-28th,  when  a  second 
appeared.  A  possible  third  was  found  a  few  days  later  as  prey  at  a  Sparrowhawk’s  nest!  One 
at  Porth  Meudwy  on  June  4th;  Anglesey:  a  male  at  Rhoscolyn  on  May  25th;  Pembroke: 
singles  at  Skomer  on  27th  and  June  27th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio *  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

Singles  at  Moel  Farman  Clwyd  on  June  6th,  at  the  Inland  Sea  Anglesey  on  23rd  and  Cors 
Caron  Ceredigion  on  30th,  all  males,  at  Penysarn  Anglesey  on  Sept.  23rd  and  Skomer 
Pembroke  on  Oct.  18th. 

LESSER  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  minor*  CIGYDD  GLAS 

Singles  near  St.  David’s  Pembroke  on  June  24th  and  Skomer  from  July  2-4th  were  thought 
to  be  the  same  bird. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor *  CIGYDD  MAWR 

In  Gwent  the  bird  in  Wentwood  Forest  in  November  1992  remained  until  Mar.  19th. 
Elsewhere  singles  in  the  Crychan  Forest  Brecon  on  Jan.  1st  and  at  Usk  Res.  from  Feb.  28th 
to  Mar.  15th,  the  latter  also  being  seen  in  Carmarthen,  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  Feb. 
6th,  at  West  Williamston  Pembroke  on  Nov.  28th.  at  Ffynongoryw  Flint  on  Mar.  9th  and  in 
Clocaenog  Forest  Denbigh  on  Nov.  15th. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

No  complete  census  of  the  breeding  population  was  made  but  counts  were  received  as 
follows:  Glamorgan  (W):  a  pair  raised  3  young  at  one  site  and  display  and  nest  prospecting 
noted  at  a  second;  Pembroke:  8  pairs  breeding,  3  more  holding  territory  and  1 1  non¬ 
breeders  on  Ramsey,  one  unsuccessful  breeding  pair  on  Skokholm,  one  pair  fledged  3  young 
at  Strumble  Head,  3  pairs  fledged  a  total  of  6  young  on  Skomer,  15  pairs  nested,  10  fledging 
a  total  of  23  young,  on  a  study  area  on  the  S  coast  and  1 1  territories  monitored  in  mid  and 
north  Pembroke  but  only  2  pairs  successful,  fledging  5  young;  Ceredigion:  12  nests 
reported  on  had  rather  low  breeding  success  and  some  pairs  failed  to  lay;  Caernarfon:  6 
pairs  raised  a  total  of  17  young  on  Bardsey;  Anglesey:  18  pairs  bred  and  3  non-breeding 
pairs.  A  total  of  31  chicks  fledged,  low  productivity  being  ascribed  to  poor  weather  but  only 
3  nests  actually  failed.  Elsewhere  a  new  breeding  site  was  found  in  Montgomery  and  birds 
were  present  in  one  site  in  Clwyd. 

The  roost  at  Craig  yr  Aderyn  Meirionnydd  had  monthly  max.  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

50  47  37  32  21  29  52  55  54  50  47  44 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

In  Gwent  a  rookery  of  7  nests  noted  on  a  pylon  near  Black  Rock.  A  complete  census  in 
Glamorgan  (W)  recorded  1046  nests  in  35  colonies  of  which  4  were  satellites  of  established 
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colonies.  This  compared  to  987  in  1992.  In  Arthur  Chater’s  study  area  of  600  Km2  north  of 
grid  line  70  in  Ceredigion  57  rookeries  totalled  2550  nests.  Average  colony  size  was  45 
nests  and  the  largest  remained  Aberllolwyn,  with  189  nests.  The  total  and  the  average 
colony  size  was  the  highest  in  the  19  years  of  the  study. 

HOODED  CROW  C.  corone  comix *  BRAN  LWYD 

1992:  Eight  records  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  Mar.  16th  to  May  6th  included  4  arriving 
from  the  S  on  Apr.  16th. 

1993:  Singles  at  Whitesands  Pembroke  on  Mar.  5th,  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  18th,  May 
29th  and  Oct.  13th,  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  6th  and  17th  and  Borth  on  Nov.  3rd, 
Fairbourne  Meirionnydd  on  Dec.  24th  and,  on  Anglesey,  at  Mona  on  Jan.  20th,  Henborth 
on  June  27th  and  Nov.  28th.  Hybrid  Hooded/Carrion  Crows  were  noted  at  Aberffraw  on 
July  11th  and  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Aug.  27th  and  there  were  2  at  Rhyd  Ddu  Caernarfon  on 
Sept.  2nd. 

RAVEN  C.  corcix  CIGFRAN 

Selected  records  for  this  widespread  Welsh  species  as  follows:  now  regular  in  all  parts  of 
Gwent  and  pylon  nesting  noted  at  Mathem  (failed)  and  Trefil  (successful).  In  the  central 
section  of  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park  35  territories  were  checked.  Nine  were  vacant 
and  20  out  of  22  pairs  laying  reared  young.  Mean  c/s  for  15  nests  was  4.33  and  mean  b/s  at 
or  near  fledging  in  18  successful  nests  was  2.78.  In  north  Dyfed  and  west  Powys  115 
territories  were  examined,  109  holding  breeding  pairs;  102  pairs  laid  (8  laying  repeat 
clutches)  and  83  pairs  reared  young  (6  second  attempts)  with  a  total  of  251  altogether.  The 
mean  first  egg  date  for  24  nests  was  Mar.  5th  and  mean  c/s  in  31  first  clutches  was  5.06. 

Large  flocks  noted  were  70  on  the  MoD  rubbish  tip  at  Mynydd  Epynt  Brecon  on  Oct. 
3rd  and  122  on  Llanidloes  rubbish  tip  Montgomery  in  July.  On  Oct.  9th  a  flock  of  29 
departed  NE  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke,  perhaps  a  genuine  movement  as  Pembroke 
nestlings  have  been  recovered  twice  in  North  Wales. 

SPANISH  SPARROW  Passer  hispaniolensis*  GOLF  AN  SBAEN 

A  male  at  Martins  Haven  Pembroke  on  May  18th  was  the  first  Welsh  record. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus *  GOLFAN  Y  MYNYDD 

In  Gwent  increasingly  local  with  scattered  records  from  8  sites  in  March,  April  and 
September/October,  mainly  at  the  coast,  and  a  flock  of  30+  at  St.  Brides  on  Jan.  5th.  A 
colony  at  Porton  produced  8  broods  from  5  nest  boxes,  no  longer  breeds  at  Llandegfedd 
Res;  Glamorgan  (W):  singles  at  Murton  on  Jan.  10th  and  Llandow  on  Oct.  23rd  were  the 
only  records;  Carmarthen:  mainly  found  in  the  mid  Tywi  valley,  where  max.  of  20  at 
Dryslwyn  on  Jan.  22nd  and  at  Rhosmaen  on  Sept.  6th;  5  on  stubble  at  Pendine  on  Oct.  4th; 
Ceredigion:  one  at  Ynyshir  on  Oct.  17th;  Brecon:  breeding  noted  in  10  sites.  No  large 
winter  flocks  in  the  early  months  but  50  on  stubble  at  Glasbury  in  September,  40  on  roots  at 
Garth  in  November  and  12  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  in  December;  Anglesey:  singles  at 
Dwyran  during  January  to  March,  twice  in  July  and  in  December.  One  freshly  dead  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  May  24th;  Clwyd:  territorial  behaviour  noted  at  Llanasa  on  June  30th,  10  in 
stubble  there  on  Oct.  31st  and  24  during  November  and  9  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  Feb.  13th. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

Winter  flocks  only  reported.  At  both  ends  of  the  year  flocks  of  100-300  were  widespread. 
Where  stated  habitats  used  were  cereal  stubble,  roots  and  weedy  reseeded  leys  but  linseed 
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stubbles  attracted  the  largest  flock  of  all,  of  c.900  at  Marloes  Pembroke  in  January;  there 
were  also  c.400  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  Brecon  in  the  same  month  and  c.600  on  roots 
at  Garth  in  November. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Large  flocks  in  the  early  months  were  50  at  Murton  Glamorgan  on  Jan.  2nd,  50  feeding  on 
docks  at  Spittal  Moor  Pembroke  on  Feb.  8th,  c.100  in  a  weedy  field  at  Rhayader  Radnor 
until  Mar.  23rd,  c.100  at  Greenfield  Valley  Flint  on  Jan.  8th  and,  in  Denbigh,  c.80  at 
Llandulas  on  Mar.  8th  and  c.300  at  Cilcain  on  20th.  At  Bardsey  Caernarfon  spring  passage 
was  noted  from  Mar.  25th  to  Apr.  30th,  max.  25  on  Mar.  28th. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  large  flocks  only  in  Gwent,  with  up  to  200  (Nov. 
22nd)  at  Caldicot  Castle,  350  on  beechmast  in  Wentwood  Forest  on  Dec.  1st  and  50  in  Jews 
Wood  on  29th,  and  Carmarthen,  with  c.50  on  beechmast  in  Castle  Woods  Llandeilo  in  late 
December.  No  more  than  30  elsewhere,  except  for  passage  max.  of  53  at  Ramsey 
Pembroke  on  Oct.  24th  and  of  70  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  23rd  and  45  on  30th. 

SERIN  Serinus  serinus*  LLINOS  FRECH 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Nov.  12th. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

Very  little  systematic  information  about  this  common  species  received  and  only  3  large 
flocks  reported,  of  100+  in  a  Nantyglo  garden  Gwent  in  February  and  March  and,  in 
Brecon,  140  at  Talybont  Res.  on  Feb.  21st  and  400  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  from 
November.  No  doubt  many  flocks  go  unreported. 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

1992:  Correction:  the  flock  at  Pendine  Carmarthen  was  noted  on  Sept.  17th. 

1993:  Winter  and  passage  flocks  only  for  this  widespread  species.  Flocks  of  30-100  were 
quite  widely  reported  in  the  SE  counties  of  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Carmarthen  and  Brecon, 
with  max.  of  100+  in  alders  at  Gobion  Gwent  on  Feb.  7th  and  150+  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on 
Sept.  13th,  185+  at  Waunarlwydd  Glamorgan  on  30th  and  100  at  Llangammarch  Brecon 
on  Oct.  10th.  Although  good  numbers  breed  in  Ceredigion  few  now  winter  and  up  to  45  on 
evening  primrose  seed  at  Trefechan  in  early  October  were  notable. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

Recorded  in  12  sites  in  the  breeding  season  in  Glamorgan  (W),  where  breeding  was  first 
noted  in  1987;  in  Ceredigion  spreading  SW  from  its  stronghold  in  the  NE  and  a  pair  bred  at 
Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey,  where  breeding  is  still  fairly  scarce.  No  other  breeding  information 
for  this  increasingly  numerous  species  of  Welsh  forests  received. 

Winter  flocks  were  larger  and  more  widespread  than  in  1992,  with  numerous  counts  of 
50-100  birds,  and  max.  of  200+  in  alders  along  R.  Monnow  above  Monmouth  Gwent  and 
similar  numbers  in  Wentwood  during  November  and  December,  250  at  Talley  Carmarthen 
on  Dec.  13th,  200  at  Talybont  Res.  Brecon  on  5th  and  3  flocks  totalling  ‘several  hundreds’ 
at  Llyn  Cefni  Anglesey  on  Oct.  15th.  A  large  autumn  passage  in  Pembroke,  with  max.  of 
250  at  Skomer  and  293  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  1 1th  and  180  at  Skokholm  on  14th. 

LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Winter  and  passage  flocks  only  for  this  common  breeding  species.  Significant  winter  flocks 
were  recorded  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  250  at  Rhosili  on  Dec.  26th;  Carmarthen:  150  at 
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Machynys  on  Mar.  3rd  and  200  at  Cydweli  Quay  on  Dec.  21st;  Pembroke:  700  on  linseed 
stubble  at  Newgale  on  Jan.  7th;  Brecon:  100+  on  roots  at  Trecastle  on  Oct.  30th  and  similar 
numbers  on  linseed  stubble  at  Talgarth  from  November;  Flint:  up  to  200  on  roots  at  Llanasa 
during  November  and  December.  No  significant  winter  flocks  noted  in  Gwent  and  they  are 
declining  and  now  notably  scarce  in  Ceredigion. 

Post-breeding  or  passage  flocks  were  quite  widely  reported  in  Gwent,  Glamorgan  and 
Carmarthen,  particularly  in  September  and  early  October,  with  at  least  6  flocks  of  100-150 
birds  and  a  max.  of  250  at  Goldcliff  Pill  on  Oct.  3rd.  The  autumn  max.  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  were  170  on  Sept.  17th  and  150  on  23rd. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

Although  only  a  scarce  breeding  bird  in  North  Wales,  this  species  is  probably  under¬ 
recorded.  Records  were  received  as  follows:  Ceredigion:  one  or  two  at  Ynyslas  from  Apr. 
10- 12th;  Caernarfon:  15  at  Llanfairfechan  and  3  at  Nant  Francon,  a  breeding  site,  on  Mar. 
27th,  one  at  Machlyn  on  June  29th  and  one  at  Bardsey  on  Oct.  29th;  Meirionnydd:  bred 
and  5  at  Fairbourne  on  Dec.  16th;  Denbigh:  one  at  Towyn  on  Dec.  4th;  Flint:  20  at 
Oakenholt  marsh  on  Jan.  10th  and  2-3  wintering  at  Point  of  Ayr  in  December. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra*  GYLFIN  GROES 

Breeding  was  proved  in  Gwent,  with  6  nests  known  to  have  been  used  in  Wentwood  and  the 
first  fledglings  noted  in  late  February,  Glamorgan,  with  2  young  reared  at  Abercregan,  and 
in  4  widely  scattered  sites  in  Brecon.  Breeding  was  also  probable  at  Trelleck  Gwent, 
Mynydd  Nant-y-Bar  Glamorgan,  with  birds  also  present  in  5  other  sites  in  the  county,  and 
possible  in  Carmarthen  in  Mynydd  Llanbydder  Forest. 

In  the  autumn  small  parties  and  flocks  very  widely  reported,  many  being  in  counties 
where  none  was  seen  before  June,  indicating  an  irruption.  Noted  in  all  counties  but  by  far 
the  largest  flocks  were  in  Gwent,  with  80-100  in  Wentwood  in  early  August  and  flocks  of 
up  to  150  there  during  October  to  December,  and  200  in  3  flocks  in  Ebbw  Forest  on  Oct. 
26th.  Elsewhere  60  at  Myherin  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  26th  was  the  largest  flock. 

SCARLET  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus*  LLINOS  GOCH 

Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  2nd  and  Sept.  17th  and  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  Aug. 
25th. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes *  GYLFINBRAFF 

1992:  A  total  of  18  recorded  from  5  sites  in  Caernarfon  during  the  year. 

1993:  A  scatter  of  records  from  6  counties  as  follows:  Gwent:  one  or  two  in  Highmeadow 
Woods  and  Lords  Grove  Monmouth  during  January  to  May,  2-3  in  Priory  Wood  on  Apr. 
18th  and  2  at  Clytha  in  December;  Carmarthen:  one  at  Llandeilo  in  April  and  May; 
Pembroke:  one  at  Eglwyswrw  on  Nov.  12th;  Ceredigion:  a  male  at  Devil’s  Bridge  on  June 
16th;  Brecon:  one  at  Llanwrthwl  on  Apr.  10th  and  a  pair  in  Elan  village  in  May; 
Montgomery:  small  numbers  noted  at  Powis  Castle  and  Strade  Wood  Guilesford. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

In  Pembroke  4  at  Castle  Martin  Ranges  on  Jan.  26th  and  autumn  passage  from  Sept.  17th  to 
Nov.  19th,  with  3  on  Dale  A/F  and  up  to  5  on  Skomer,  1 1  on  Skokholm  and  34  on  Ramsey; 
Meirionnydd:  2  at  Fairbourne  from  Oct.  10- 17th;  Caernarfon:  singles  near  Aberdaron  on 
Oct.  8th,  Great  Orme  on  9th  and  Aber  on  29th,  2  singles  on  Bardsey  in  mid  September  and  3 
on  Oct.  8th;  Anglesey:  8  on  the  Range  South  Stack  on  Sept.  18th  and  11  next  day,  21  on 
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Oct.  1st  and  4  on  6th,  one  at  Cemlyn  Bay  on  5th;  Clwyd:  2  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Sept.  30th 
and  singles  there  on  Oct.  15th,  Nov.  4th  and  Dec.  14th,  one  at  Gronant  on  Oct.  9th,  19  on 
17th  and  4  on  31st  and  singles  at  the  Clwyd  estuary  on  18th  and  Kinmel  Bay  on  Nov.  30th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis*  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

Rather  more  recorded  than  in  the  previous  2  or  3  years.  In  the  early  months  there  were  up  to 
7  at  Kinmel  Bay  Denbigh  during  January,  11  at  Ginst  Point  Carmarthen  on  14th,  one  at 
the  Castle  Martin  Ranges  Pembroke  on  26th  and  one  at  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  Apr. 
17th. 

Recorded  in  autumn  from  Sept.  22nd,  with  a  total  of  c.67  birds  in  Glamorgan  (1), 
Pembroke  (13),  Ceredigion  (5),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (10),  Anglesey  (22)  and 
Flint  (15).  Wintering  groups  were  2  in  Fishguard  Harbour  Pembroke  throughout 
December,  4  at  Ynyslas  Ceredigion  from  Nov.  18th  to  Dec.  7th  and  3  to  the  end  of  the  year 
and  up  to  7  on  Gronant  beach  Flint  from  Nov.  17th.  Otherwise  birds  apparently  on  passage. 
Inland  there  was  one  on  the  summit  of  Pumlumon  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  23rd.  Monthly  totals 
for  the  end  of  the  year  were: 

Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

1  28  21  26 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  *  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

1992:  One  at  Rhosili  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  18th. 

1933:  One  at  Glasbury  Brecon  on  Sept.  4th  flew  across  the  R.  Wye  into  Radnor  and  thus 
provided  the  first  records  for  both  counties. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  E.  rustica  *  BRAS  GWLEDIG 

One  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  20th  was  the  fifth  Welsh  record. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra*  BRAS  YR  YD 

Up  to  3  recorded  in  3  sites  in  the  Deeside/Shotton  area  Flint  during  April  to  June  and  one  on 
Ramsey  Pembroke  on  Aug.  26th. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1993 

PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathay s  Park,  Cardiff  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

Ringing  effort  in  1993  was  similar  to  1992.  The  reward  for  that  effort  was  a  healthy 
batch  of  recoveries,  especially  from  the  project  at  Kenfig,  details  of  which  are  dealt  with 
later  in  the  report.  Next  year  another  attempt  will  be  made  to  address  the  problem  of  getting 
totals  from  ringers  who  live  outside  Wales  but  operate  in  Wales,  especially  using  nestboxes. 
It  is  probable  that  there  are  quite  a  few  who  do  so.  Although  this  will  mainly  affect  Pied 
Flycatcher  and  tit  totals  there  may  be  pulli  of  other  species  ringed  while  nestboxes  are  being 
checked. 


METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

The  report  is  based  on  the  data  received  from  ringers  who  responded  to  a  letter  sent  out 
early  in  1994.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for  the  year,  indicate  any  major 
changes  in  effort  affecting  any  species  and  give  details  of  any  interesting  recoveries  or 
controls  received  during  the  year.  This  information  is  supplied  voluntarily  and  my  thanks  go 
to  all  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  reply.  Replies  were  received  from  38  ringers  and  7 
groups,  virtually  the  same  as  in  1992.  There  was  some  change  in  projects  but  little  change  in 
effort  and  with  totals  being  received  from  the  most  active  ringers  comparisons  can  be  drawn 
between  most  of  the  1992  and  1993  totals. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  gives  the  ringing  totals  for  1993  compared  with  those  for  1992.  The  number  of 
full  grown  birds  ringed  in  1993  declined  by  12%  compared  with  1992,  whilst  the  total  pulli 
ringed  in  1993  declined  by  5.5%.  Possible  reasons  for  these  changes  are  discussed  below. 
Altogether  145  species  were  ringed  in  1993,  10  fewer  than  in  1992.  Rare  or  noteworthy 
species  handled  in  1993  included  Little  Stint,  Curlew  Sandpiper,  Wryneck,  Lesser  Spotted 
Woodpecker,  Nightingale,  Melodious  Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Bearded  Tit,  Red-backed 
Shrike  and  Crossbill. 

The  spring  and  autumn  migrations  in  1993  produced  very  few  large  ‘falls’  of  migrants 
on  Bardsey  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  lower  totals  of  Willow  Warbler,  Chiffchaff, 
Grasshopper  Warbler  and  Whitethroat.  There  was  also  less  diurnal  passage  of  finches  in  the 
autumn,  resulting  in  far  fewer  Chaffinches  being  ringed  and  virtually  no  Bramblings.  A 
good  breeding  season  resulted  in  much  higher  totals  for  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Blackcap, 
Long-tailed  Tit  and  Reed  Bunting.  Of  note  also  were  the  25  Short-eared  Owl  chicks  ringed 
on  Skomer  and  a  further  increase,  of  300  birds,  in  Goldcrests  ringed  compared  with  1992, 
although  the  total  for  1993  still  does  not  approach  the  c.3000  caught  in  1989.  Species  which 
appeared  to  have  poor  breeding  success,  however,  included  Common  and  Little  Tern,  for 
both  of  which  significantly  fewer  chicks  were  ringed  than  in  1992. 

For  Marsh,  Willow,  Coal,  Blue  and  Great  Tits  the  numbers  of  full  grown  birds  ringed 
were  almost  half  the  1992  level.  This  seems  surprising  as  the  totals  of  pulli  ringed  were 
similar  or  appreciably  higher.  Possibly  this  resulted  from  higher  juvenile  mortality  but  it  is 
more  likely  that  the  lack  of  cold  weather  in  1993  resulted  in  fewer  adult  tits  visiting  and 
being  trapped  at  garden  feeding  stations.  Similarly  fewer  Greenfinches  were  ringed  because 
winter  roosts  were  smaller.  The  increased  totals  for  Storm  Petrel,  Swift,  House  Martin, 
Redwing  and  Siskin,  and  Crossbill  (caught  at  drinking  pools  in  Gwent)  reflect  more  or  more 
successful  ringing  effort.  Less  ringing  was  done,  however,  of  Manx  Shearwater,  Little 
Ringed  Plover,  Black-headed  Gull,  Razorbill,  Puffin,  Sand  Martin,  Meadow  Pipit,  Pied 
Wagtail  and  Starling. 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in 

1992  1993 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

2 

- 

3 

- 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Fulmar 

8 

6 

2 

1 

Manx  Shearwater 

472 

223 

189 

70 

Storm  Petrel 

146 

- 

501 

- 

Leach’s  Petrel 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Cormorant 

- 

392 

- 

295 

Shag 

2 

213 

- 

147 

Grey  Heron 

- 

33 

3 

37 

Mute  Swan 

45 

31 

109 

9 

Canada  Goose 

102 

- 

75 

42 

Shelduck 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Mallard 

16 

2 

1 

- 

Teal 

3 

- 

2 

- 

Tufted  Duck 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Goosander 

1 

24 

- 

10 

Red-br.  Merganser 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Red  Kite 

- 

93 

- 

77 

Hen  Harrier 

- 

51 

- 

38 

Sparrowhawk 

18 

21 

15 

27 

Goshawk 

- 

39 

- 

69 

Buzzard 

3 

67 

3 

52 

Kestrel 

3 

96 

4 

56 

Merlin 

- 

59 

1 

53 

Hobby 

- 

7 

- 

5 

Peregrine 

- 

42 

- 

36 

Water  Rail 

- 

7 

17 

1 

Spotted  Crake 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Coot 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Moorhen 

5 

1 

6 

1 

Oystercatcher 

531 

30 

532 

61 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

7 

17 

- 

4 

Ringed  Plover 

43 

6 

37 

- 

Grey  Plover 

16 

- 

4 

- 

Lapwing 

- 

83 

2 

76 

Knot 

8 

- 

4 

- 

Sanderling 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Little  Stint 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Purple  Sandpiper 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Dunlin 

1472 

- 

933 

- 

Jack  Snipe 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Snipe 

5 

1 

- 

- 

Woodcock 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Whimbrel 

1 

- 

9 

_ 

Wales  during  1992  and  1993. 

1992  1993 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Curlew 

40 

1 

65 

- 

Black-tailed  God  wit 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Redshank 

291 

- 

235 

- 

Green  Sandpiper 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Common  Sandpiper 

11 

- 

20 

7 

Turnstone 

81 

- 

90 

- 

Black-headed  Gull 

31 

287 

1 

48 

Less  Black-backed  Gull  16 

476 

20 

717 

Herring  Gull 

15 

341 

1 

261 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

- 

98 

- 

55 

Kittiwake 

25 

11 

25 

56 

Common  Tern 

- 

555 

- 

366 

Little  Tern 

- 

78 

- 

13 

Guillemot 

14 

355 

1 

338 

Razorbill 

45 

318 

11 

100 

Puffin 

120 

128 

84 

71 

Stock  Dove 

- 

5 

1 

2 

Woodpigeon 

7 

3 

6 

8 

Collared  Dove 

13 

1 

4 

2 

Turtle  Dove 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Cuckoo 

2 

4 

- 

1 

Bam  Owl 

16 

93 

8 

101 

Little  Owl 

3 

2 

4 

16 

Tawny  Owl 

11 

32 

17 

46 

Short-eared  Owl 

- 

5 

- 

26 

Long-eared  Owl 

5 

- 

5 

1 

Nightjar 

3 

- 

- 

4 

Swift 

40 

- 

141 

- 

Kingfisher 

32 

- 

55 

- 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

6 

- 

9 

- 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

20 

4 

15 

- 

Less  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Skylark 

9 

11 

11 

3 

Sand  Martin 

982 

- 

277 

- 

Swallow 

921 

344 

828 

326 

House  Martin 

26 

- 

160 

4 

Richard’s  Pipit 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Water  Pipit 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

14 

11 

28 

- 

Tree  Pipit 

2 

- 

4 

4 

Meadow  Pipit 

52 

84 

20 

38 

Yellow  Wagtail 

1 

4 

- 

- 

Grey  Wagtail 

30 

165 

44 

186 

54 


1992  1993  1992  1993 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Pied  Wagtail 

224 

64 

42 

54 

Pied  Flycatcher 

597 

6923 

708 

5866 

Dipper 

83 

267 

135 

370 

Red-br.  Flycatcher 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Wren 

768 

9 

879 

16 

Long-tailed  Tit 

349 

5 

589 

- 

Dunnock 

527 

9 

510 

5 

Bearded  Tit 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Robin 

1045 

24 

1152 

41 

Marsh  Tit 

81 

32 

52 

21 

Nightingale 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Willow  Tit 

80 

1 

54 

- 

Black  Redstart 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Coal  Tit 

490 

128 

297 

145 

Redstart 

39 

85 

50 

71 

Blue  Tit 

5678 

2070 

3816 

2555 

Whinchat 

13 

276 

41 

308 

Great  Tit 

2537 

1157 

1556 

1581 

Stonechat 

32 

54 

24 

39 

Nuthatch 

90 

120 

71 

186 

Wheatear 

66 

169 

43 

163 

Treecreeper 

85 

6 

107 

8 

Ring  Ouzel 

1 

4 

4 

3 

Golden  Oriole 

1 

- 

2 

- 

Blackbird 

787 

88 

939 

73 

Red-backed  Shrike 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Fieldfare 

1 

- 

17 

- 

Jay 

32 

- 

39 

2 

Song  Thrush 

245 

21 

354 

14 

Magpie 

32 

47 

49 

41 

Redwing 

169 

- 

466 

- 

Chough 

- 

63 

16 

74 

Mistle  Thrush 

5 

40 

12 

16 

Jackdaw 

27 

45 

71 

23 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

9 

- 

10 

- 

Carrion  Crow 

2 

52 

6 

28 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

90 

- 

39 

- 

Rook 

19 

- 

1 

- 

Aquatic  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Raven 

- 

191 

- 

248 

Sedge  Warbler 

1345 

6 

173 

2 

Starling 

1095 

8 

695 

11 

Reed  Warbler 

989 

5 

609 

273 

House  Sparrow 

99 

4 

414 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Tree  Sparrow 

7 

27 

3 

7 

Subalpine  Warbler 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Chaffinch 

2597 

16 

2363 

7 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

57 

- 

116 

- 

Brambling 

338 

- 

106 

- 

Whitethroat 

354 

5 

293 

- 

Greenfinch 

1955 

4 

1438 

5 

Garden  Warbler 

203 

1 

154 

- 

Goldfinch 

109 

6 

180 

10 

Blackcap 

654 

- 

898 

- 

Siskin 

348 

- 

566 

- 

Yellow-br.  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Linnet 

63 

9 

52 

12 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Redpoll 

76 

- 

91 

- 

Wood  Warbler 

41 

60 

24 

26 

Crossbill 

- 

3 

35 

3 

Chiffchaff 

1244 

6 

1076 

- 

Bullfinch 

278 

4 

256 

- 

Willow  Warbler 

2258 

37 

2023 

53 

Common  Rosefinch 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Goldcrest 

744 

- 

1078 

- 

Yellowhammer 

46 

6 

52 

1 

Firecrest 

3 

- 

9 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

263 

4 

349 

- 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

76 

34 

73 

24 

TOTAL 

35283 

17159 

30853 

16359 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

Several  new  projects  were  started  during  1993,  with  several  new  species  being  marked 
with  colour  rings  or  wing  tags.  Most  of  the  109  Mute  Swans  ringed  have  large  darvic  colour 
rings  which  can  be  easily  read,  even  when  the  birds  are  swimming.  Colour  rings  have  also 
been  put  on  most  of  the  Choughs  that  were  ringed  during  the  year.  A  study  of  the  Reed 
Warblers  at  Llangorse  Lake  began  this  year,  due  to  last  for  3  years.  Chicks  were  targeted 
this  year  but  adults  will  also  be  targeted  in  future  years.  An  attempt  to  study  the  moult  in 
House  Sparrow  met  with  initial  success.  Unfortunately  having  been  caught  once  it  was 
found  to  be  almost  impossible  to  retrap  the  birds  to  follow  the  progress  of  the  moult. 

Perhaps  the  largest  project  to  start  was  a  3  month  pilot  project  run  by  the  National 
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Museum  of  Wales  and  the  Kenfig  Ringing  Group  at  Kenfig  National  Nature  Reserve.  This 
was  undertaken  to  assess  the  suitability  of  Kenfig  to  take  part  in  a  pan-European  project  — 
The  European  Summer  Migrants  Project  —  sponsored  by  the  European  Science  Foundation. 
The  aims  of  the  project  are  to  evaluate  the  course,  energetics  and  the  ecology  of  migrating 
songbirds  between  their  northern  breeding  grounds  and  their  African  wintering  quarters, 
with  special  emphasis  on  age,  sex  and  population  specific  patterns  of  migration.  The  project 
involves  10  countries  and  is  being  co-ordinated  by  the  Institut  Fur  Vogalforschung  in 
Germany.  To  make  this  possible  measurements  taken  when  the  birds  are  ringed  will  be 
standardised  so  that  statistical  analysis  may  be  undertaken.  There  is  a  target  list  of  34 
species,  many  of  which  are  warblers  and  can  be  caught  in  good  numbers.  The  pilot  project 
was  a  success,  with  about  2500  birds  trapped  during  August  to  October,  well  over  40%  of 
which  were  target  species.  Such  intensive  ringing  at  a  mainland  site  helped  boost  several 
species  totals,  as  it  included  totals  of  Chaffinch  (530),  Redwing  (154),  Blackbird  (162), 
Blackcap  (184),  Lesser  Whitethroat  (43),  Chiffchaff  (195)  and  Reed  Bunting  (96).  From 
1994  it  is  planned  to  operate  from  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  October,  ringing  on 
every  day  that  weather  permits. 

As  usual  seabird  totals  were  largely  dictated  by  the  studies  carried  out  on  Skomer  and 
wader  totals  by  the  activities  of  cannon-net  operations  in  Pembrokeshire  and  on  the  Severn. 
There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  raptor  chicks  ringed  during  1993  (413  c/475  in 
1992),  this  was  largely  due  to  less  effort  on  Kestrels  although  Red  Kite  and  Hen  Harrier 
were  not  as  productive  as  last  year.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  increase  in  the  Goshawk  is 
due  to  more  effort  or  they  are  getting  easier  to  find  as  numbers  increase. 
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SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

Another  good  batch  of  recoveries  this  year,  the  ones  below  being  a  selection  only  of  the 
many  that  were  received.  Although  only  the  more  noteworthy  ones  are  given  in  detail  below 
all  recoveries  are  important.  When  a  ringed  bird  is  found  even  if  it  is  only  yards  from  where 
it  was  ringed,  it  provides  valuable  information  on  the  pressures  on  bird  populations  in  a 
crowded  island  like  Britain.  Recoveries  are  analysed  for  the  whole  of  the  British  Isles  by  the 
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British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  which  also  controls  all  ringing  in  Britain.  These  analyses  can 
highlight  factors  which  may  have  adverse  effects  on  bird  populations.  These  can  then  be 
addressed  in  any  conservation  measures  that  may  be  taken.  It  is  important  that  any  bird 
found  dead  or  dying  should  be  checked  for  rings,  details  of  which  can  be  sent  to  the  British 
Trust  for  Ornithology,  The  Nunnery,  Thetford,  Norfolk,  IP24  2PU. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and 
recovery  details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age 
is  given  according  to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names 
are  given  in  the  main  systematic  list. 

Age  when  ringed  Manner  of  recovery 


1 

pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

X 

found  dead 

2 

fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

XF 

found  freshly  dead  or  dying 

3 

hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

XL 

found  dead  (not  recent) 

4 

hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 

+ 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 

year  unknown 

+F 

shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 

5 

hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

SR 

found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 

6 

hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 

V 

alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 

year  unknown 

released  not  by  a  ringer 

7 

definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 

VV 

as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 

8 

hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 

colour  mark  records) 

of  ringing 

R 

caught  and  released  by  ringer 

B 

as  R  -  breeding 

RR 

as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 

BB 

as  RR  -  nesting 

Sex 

M  =  male,  F  =  female 


Cormorant 

L07488 

1 

20.06.93 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

+F 

10.11.93 

Paimpont,  Ille-et-Vilaine,  FRANCE.  48°  1"N2°  10AV. 
603km  SE  143  days. 

L07722 

1 

20.06.93 

Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF 

10.09.93 

lie  de  Re,  Charente-Maritime,  FRANCE.  46°  12'N  1°25AV. 
813km  SE  82  days. 

There  were  also  6  records  of  Puffin  Island  Cormorants  at  Abberton  reservoir  in  Essex,  a  remarkable 
concentration.  L07488  was  killed  at  a  lake  in  the  middle  of  Brittany. 

Shag 

1201705  1  20.06.93  Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

XF  02.01.94  Fistral  Beach,  Newquay,  Cornwall,  England. 

330km  S-SW  196  days. 

This  is  quite  a  long  movement  for  a  Puffin  Island  Shag,  most  remaining  in  the  northern  Irish  Sea. 
Goosander 

HT37781  6F  30.06.90  Rhayader,  Powys. 

R  16.08.92  Guardbridge,  Fife,  Scotland.  452km  N  778  days. 

This  bird  had  probably  come  down  to  central  Wales  to  winter  from  its  Scottish  breeding  grounds. 

Red  Kite 

HT48668  1  23.06.93  Central  Wales. 

VV  10.11.93  Rostheme  Mere.  Cheshire,  England.  170km  NE  139  days. 

Another  record  of  a  juvenile  Kite  wandering  a  long  way  from  home. 
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Hen  Harrier 

ES27042  1M  23.07.93  Site  confidential,  Powys. 

R  10.1 1.93  Ponta  De  Erva,  Lisboa,  PORTUGAL.  38°  4704  8C  53XV. 

1615km  W-SW  110  days. 

A  staggering  movement  for  a  British  Hen  Harrier,  although  there  has  been  one  other  record  of  a  British 
bird  moving  to  Spain. 

Buzzard 


HW73587  1 

26.06.78 

Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 

VV 

15.10.93 

Cwmystwyth.  Dyfed.  1km  15.25  years. 

This  bird  is  known  to  have  spent  almost  all  of  its  15  years  within  1km  of  its  birthplace. 

Kestrel 

ER86787  1 

30.06.92 

Ponterwyd.  Dyfed. 

SR 

01.12.93 

Tarbet,  Kerry,  EIRE.  373km  W  519  days. 

A  typical,  although  fairly  long  distance,  movement  for  a  juvenile  Kestrel. 

Oystercatcher 
FA34552  8 

01.10.89 

Morfa  Conwy.  Gwynedd. 

X 

15.07.92 

Breiddalsvik.  Sudur  Mula,  ICELAND.  64°  4874  14°  1 XV. 
1402km  N-NW  1018  days. 

FA37903  6 

20.10.90 

Ogwen  Estuary.  Gwynedd. 

VV 

23.05.93 

Flusund.  Heroy,  NORWAY.  62°  2174  5°  40T. 

1164km  NE  946  days. 

FC68017  1 

22.06.92 

Bardsey  Island.  Gwynedd. 

+ 

26.09.92 

Baie  du  Mont-St.  Michel.  FRANCE. 

513km  S-SE  96  days. 

The  Oystercatchers  wintering  in  Wales  all  come  from  northern  populations,  with  many  records  from 
Scotland.  Norway  and  the  Faeroe  Islands  but  fewer  from  Iceland.  FC68017  shows  that  birds  breeding  in 
Wales  winter  to  the  south.  There  were  also  2  records  of  26  years  old  birds. 

Turnstone 

9938141  6M 

25.06.88 

Borup  Fiord,  Ellesmere  Island,  CANADA.  80°  5274  81°  52 XV. 

R 

10.11.91 

Ogwen  Estuary.  Gwynedd.  4239km  SE  1233  days. 

Ringed  a  quarter  of  the  way  around  the  world  from  Wales,  it  would  be  nesting  almost  at  the  edge  of  the 

Arctic  ice  sheet. 

Black-headed  Gull 

EK60589  4 

29.12.85 

Criccieth,  Gwynedd. 

X 

02.08.93 

Ostrov  District,  Pskov.  RUSSIA.  57°  2274  28°  22E. 

2123km  E-NE  2773  days. 

A  slightly  more  easterly  origin  for  a  wintering  Black-headed  Gull  in  Wales  than  usual. 

Kittiwake 

EK47269  1 

06.07.87 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

06.07.92 

Calvados,  FRANCE.  459km  SW  1827  days. 

EP67329  1 

15.07.90 

Puffin  Island.  Gwynedd. 

X 

29.05.93 

Horsey  Comer,  Norfolk,  England.  384km  E  1049  days. 

EP67329  may  have  started  breeding  on  the  east  coast.  EK47269  was  breeding  a  long  way  from  where  it 

was  reared. 

Little  Tern 

BV32322  1 

12.07.89 

Gronant,  Clwyd. 

R 

04.02.93 

Areias,  GUINEA  BISSAU.  4779km  S-SW  1303  days. 

BV53219  1 

23.06.92 

Gronant,  Clwyd. 

R 

04.01.93 

Areias,  GUINEA  BISSAU. 

R 

03.02.93 

Areias,  GUINEA  BISSAU. 

58 


4779km  S-SW  195  days  and  225  days. 

There  have  been  few  recoveries  of  British  Little  Terns  wintering  off  West  Africa. 

Barn  Owl 

GJ98869  IF  27.07.85  Penrhynhalen,  Anglesey. 

R  15.06.93  Fadog,  Anglesey.  14km  W  2880  days. 

This  female  managed  to  raise  2  broods  in  1993,  the  first  time  this  has  been  seen  on  Anglesey. 
Kingfisher 

SA46436  3  14.08.93  Mullock,  nr.  Marloes,  Dyfed. 

R  02.09.93  Irun,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°  20 'N  1°  47  AV 

967km  S-SE  19  days. 

An  unprecedented  movement  for  a  Kingfisher,  as  there  have  only  ever  been  4  British  ringed  birds 
recovered  abroad,  3  in  France  and  1  in  Belgium.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  bird  like  the  Kingfisher 
flying  long  distances  over  open  water. 

Dipper 

RV61441  3M  10.09.91  Vron,  Knighton,  Powys. 

R  03.09.93  Cregrina,  Builth  Wells,  Powys.  32km  SW  724  days. 

The  only  record  this  year  of  a  Dipper  moving  more  than  30km. 

Wren 

8V2853  2  16.10.90  Caldey  Island,  Dyfed. 

XF  26.11.93  Carmarthen,  Dyfed.  36km  NE  1137  days. 

Wrens  do  move  occasionally;  although  not  a  particularly  long  movement  it  is  greater  than  normal. 
Robin 

H962855  3  14.08.93  Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

XF  08.11.93  Weymouth,  Dorset,  England.  136km  SE  86  days. 

Contrary  to  popular  belief  many  British  Robins  move  quite  long  distances. 

Redwing 

EB21020  3  28.09.92  Kleppeasen,  Heroy,  NORWAY. 

R  21.02.93  Gwysany,  nr.  Northop,  Clwyd.  1134km  SW  146  days. 

Two  major  populations  of  Redwing  winter  in  Britain,  from  Iceland  and  Scandinavia. 

Cetti’s  Warbler 

J 170326  2F  05.09.93  Keysworth  Farm,  Poole  Harbour,  Dorset,  England. 

R  27.10.93  Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  147km  NW  52  days. 

There  have  only  ever  been  3  Cetti’s  Warbler  movements  in  excess  of  100km,  so  this  is  a  remarkable 
occurrence  given  how  rare  they  are  in  Wales. 


Sedge  Warbler 

H368060 

3J 

18.08.91 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

20.08.91 

Selsey,  Sussex,  England.  218km  E-SE  2  days. 

H962007 

3J 

06.08.93 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

15.08.93 

Veume,  West-Vlaanderen,  BELGIUM.  51°  4Tsf  2°40T. 
449km  E  9  days. 

H962751 

3 

04.08.93 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan. 

R 

17.08.93 

Landguard  Point,  Felixstowe,  Suffolk,  England. 

352km  E  13  days. 

J187833 

3 

25.08.93 

Warton,  Lancaster,  Lancashire,  England. 

R 

30.08.93 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  298km  S-SW  5  days. 

Another  excellent  series  of  recoveries.  Although  many  of  the  Sedge  Warblers  leaving  Kenfig  move  east 
before  heading  south,  H962007  is  our  first  bird  to  Belgium  and  H962751  was  probably  drifted  slightly 
to  the  north  by  strong  winds.  All  of  these  are  very  quick  movements  but  H368060  was  managing 
100km  a  day.  Four  also  moved  from  Kenfig  to  Keysworth  Farm  Dorset  and  one  from  Kenfig  to  Djoudj 
Senegal. 
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Reed  Warbler 

H368638 

3J 

04.07.92 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

04.03.93 

Djoudj,  SENEGAL.  16°  25 'N  16°  181V. 
4111km  S-SW  243  days. 

H368686 

4M 

19.07.92 

Llangorse  Lake,  Powys. 

R 

13.03.93 

Djoudj,  SENEGAL.  16°  25 'N  16°  181V. 
4111km  S-SW  237  days. 

H579638 

3 

23.08.93 

Magor  Marsh,  Gwent. 

R 

16.09.93 

Iran,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°  20'N  1°  471V 
918km  S  24  days. 

Reed  Warblers  winter  further  south  than  Senegal  so  the  first  2  birds  were  on  their  return  journey.  Spain 
holds  many  important  areas  where  birds  feed  up  before  crossing  the  Sahara. 

Blackcap 

F482617  3M  08.10.93  Wassenaar,  Sparregat,  NETHERLANDS.  52°  8 'N  4°  21 12. 

R  17.10.93  Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  559km  W,  9  days. 

The  last  few  years  have  seen  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Blackcaps  wintering  in  western  Britain, 
recoveries  such  as  this  one  show  that  they  are  of  European  origin. 

Chiffchaff 


4X1972  4 

15.04.91 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

08.01.93 

Djoudj,  SENEGAL.  16°  25 'N  16°  181V. 

4164km  S  634  days. 

5T3172  4 

15.05.91 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

14.11.92 

Djoudj,  SENEGAL.  16°  25 'N  16°  181V. 

4164km  S  549  days. 

These  birds  were 

caught  in  winter  quarters  by  British  ringers  in  the  third  year  of  the  Senegal  project. 

Willow  Warbler 

2R7081  3 

27.07.91 

Ynyslas,  Dyfed. 

XF 

21.11.92 

Paoufla,  IVORY  COAST.  7°  32 'N  °5  591V. 

4999km  S  483  days. 

This  is  only  the  fifth  British  ringed  Willow  Warbler  to  have  been  recovered  in  the  Ivory  Coast,  even 
though  a  high  percentage  of  the  British  population  winters  there. 

Goldcrest 

5W2685  3M 

09.10.93 

Tarbat  Ness,  Highland  Region,  Scotland. 

R 

21.10.93 

Kenfig  Pool,  Mid  Glamorgan.  624km  S  12  days. 

This  Goldcrest  had  managed  to  cover  over  50km  a  day  and  weighed  in  at  5.6g. 

Pied  Flycatcher 

F923403  3 

14.06.91 

Tregaron,  Dyfed. 

R 

15.04.93 

Quarzazate,  MOROCCO.  30°  55 'N  6°  55 IV. 

2381km  S  671  days. 

There  have  been  more  recoveries  of  British  Pied  Flycatchers  in  Morocco  than  any  other  country. 

Great  Tit 

H792264  3M 

20.10.92 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

13.02.93 

Ruthin,  Clwyd.  104km  E  116  days. 

H913298  3M 

12.10.92 

Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 

R 

30.10.92 

Gnosall,  Staffordshire,  England.  116km  E-NE  18  days. 

There  are  very  few  records  of  British  Great  Tits  moving  more  than  100km  each  year. 

Greenfinch 
NA50293  5M 

06.03.93 

Dromore,  Co.  Down,  Northern  Ireland. 

XF 

30.04.93 

Rhosydd,  Anglesey.  168km  SE  55  days. 

There  are  still  relatively  few  movements  of  Greenfinch  between  Ireland  and  Britain. 
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Siskin 

E792969  3J  14.06.90  Cwmystwyth,  Dyfed. 

XF  26.04.93  Alness,  Highland,  Scotland.  593km  N  1047  days. 

Unusually  far  from  its  natal  area  this  Siskin  was  perhaps  seeking  a  breeding  area. 

Redpoll 

E232965  3F  01.11.91  Isle  of  May,  Fife,  Scotland. 

X  24.05.93  Confidential  site,  Brecon,  Powys.  487km  S  570  days. 

Having  flown  so  far  this  Redpoll  was  taken  by  a  Peregrine. 

REVIEW:  “Birds  in  Wales”  by  Roger  Lovegrove,  Graham  Williams,  Iolo  Williams. 

Poyser,  1994.  (37 1  pp.  125  line  drawings/pictures,  30  maps.  £28). 

Despite  the  visits  of  several  well-known  naturalists  to  Wales  in  the  19th  and  early  20th 
centuries,  there  is  insufficient  recorded  information  about  birds  in  Wales  before  the  1960s 
and  1970s.  Since  Britain  became  a  member  of  the  EC  in  1973,  rapid  changes  in  habitat  have 
occurred  in  Wales  which  have  had  significant  effects  on  avian  populations.  This  first 
comprehensive  study  about  birds  in  Wales,  while  acknowledging  the  gaps  in  our  knowledge 
of  bird  occurrences  and  populations,  also  provides  a  sound  basis  for  the  future  of  bird 
recording  in  the  Principality,  in  the  light  of  those  changes. 

The  first  part  of  the  book  considers  the  historical  and  geographical  dimensions  of  bird 
recording  in  Wales  and  details,  with  some  success,  the  various  published  accounts  of  birds 
that  have  been  produced.  I  feel  that  the  sections  which  deal  with  the  physical  characteristics 
of  Wales  and  the  impact  of  agriculture  in  the  Principality  are  too  cursory.  On  the  other  hand, 
of  particular  interest  to  the  ornithologist  are  those  sections  which  deal  with  ornithological 
history  and  bird  recording  in  Wales,  both  of  which  emphasise  the  paucity  of  records  and  the 
importance  of  the  work  of  a  handful  of  enthusiasts  before  recent  decades.  Line-drawings  and 
pictures,  here  as  elsewhere,  are  generally  well-chosen  and  of  good  quality. 

The  book  centres  mainly  around  species  accounts  of  birds  recorded  in  Wales.  The 
information  provided  here  is  of  interest  to  anyone  who  wishes  to  find  out  details  about  the 
distribution  and  frequency  of  a  particular  species,  as  well  as  changes  in  status  caused  by 
agriculture  and  other  catalysts.  The  strength  of  the  accounts  is  in  their  attention  to  detail  and 
their  completeness.  For  each  species,  there  is  a  clear  statement  of  the  historical  position,  any 
fluctuations  in  number  or  distribution  (with  help  from  recent  BTO  and  other  surveys)  and 
finally  a  discussion  of  the  current  status,  with  the  aid  of  information  from  country  reports. 
Given  the  absence  of  such  accounts  in  the  past,  these  statements  are  of  crucial  significance 
for  future  surveys. 

Although  the  authors  admit  that  passerine  species  are  not  as  well  documented  in  Wales 
as  they  are  in  England,  they  have  nevertheless  produced  a  very  comprehensive  set  of 
accounts  for  them.  Moreover,  maps,  where  provided,  add  to  the  completeness  of  our 
knowledge  of  more  local  species  such  as  the  Tree  Sparrow.  A  few  more  of  these  would  have 
been  useful  for  species  such  as  Lesser  Whitethroat  and  Reed  Warbler,  added  to  the 
favourable  impression  created  by  the  book. 

“Birds  in  Wales”  is  a  volume  that  has  been  worth  waiting  for.  The  book  is  well 
produced  and  combines  an  authoritative  account  of  the  present  situation  in  Welsh 
ornithology  with  a  concise  text  illustrated  by  excellent  line  drawings,  maps  and  graphs.  It  is 
set  to  become  the  standard  reference  on  Welsh  birds  and  will  provide  an  important  impetus 
for  future  bird  surveys.  It  provides  excellent  value  and  is  wholeheartedly  recommended. 

Martin  Peers 
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BIRDS  ON  COMMON  LAND  IN  WALES 

I.  S.  FRANCIS,  RSPB,  lOAlbyn  Terrace,  Aberdeen  AB1  1YB 

K.  HEPPINGSTALL,  K.  MEDCALF  &  N.  PENFORD,  Rural  Surveys  Research  Unit, 
University  of  Wales,  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed  SY23  3DB 

SUMMARY 

There  are  1,625  commons  in  Wales,  covering  184,439  ha  (8.9%  of  land 
surface).  They  are  widely  distributed,  include  examples  of  most 
vegetation  types  and  range  from  well  under  one  hectare  to  over  5,000  ha 
in  area.  Unimproved  land  and  semi-natural  vegetation  account  for  most  of 
the  area,  due  to  legal  obstacles  to  agricultural  improvement. 

From  1988-1993  all  Welsh  commons  were  surveyed,  including  the 
collation  and  recording  of  bird  information.  The  results  are  presented  by 
county.  Over  Wales,  the  area  of  unimproved  habitat  makes  common  land 
of  considerable  importance  for  bird  conservation.  They  are  important 
feeding  and/or  breeding  areas  for  several  raptors,  including  most  of 
Wales’  Red  Kites.*  Upland  heath  on  many  commons  contributes  to  the 
survival  of  Welsh  Red  Grouse,  and  the  general  lack  of  land  drainage  and 
other  improvement  means  that  commons  are  often  strongholds  for 
waders;  they  hold  a  high  proportion  of  Welsh  Dunlin  and  Golden  Plover 
populations  and  other  wader  species  are  disproportionately  concentrated 
there.  Raven  and  Chough  are  also  well-represented,  and  characteristic 
passerine  communities  are  found  in  extensive  bracken  and  on  marshy 
grassland  with  scrub.  For  many  birds  of  conservation  interest,  common 
land  holds  a  large  percentage  of  the  Welsh  population. 

However,  upland  commons  are  mostly  overgrazed  and  lowland 
commons  generally  lack  grazing,  leading  to  a  loss  of  bird  interest  in  both 
cases,  despite  the  designation  of  33%  of  the  common  land  area  as  SSSI. 
Common  land  management  needs  reform,  and  proposals  to  do  this  should 
be  revived  to  conserve  the  ornithological  value  of  common  land  in  Wales. 

*  Scientific  names  of  species  are  shown  in  Appendix  1  (Key) 
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INTRODUCTION 


Common  land  covers  8.9%  of  Wales,  amounting  to  184,439  ha  divided  between  1,625 
individual  commons  (Countryside  Commission  1989;  RSRU  data).  These  range  in  size  from 
tiny  verges  and  village  greens  to  large  upland  areas  such  as  parts  of  the  Black  Mountain, 
Brecon  Beacons,  Radnor  Forest,  Pumlumon,  Berwyn  and  the  Cameddau  (Figure  1).  They 
include  almost  every  kind  of  vegetation  and  landscape  type,  from  coastal  shingle  and 
saltmarshes  to  summit  heathlands,  raised  bogs  and  improved  farmland.  Often  many 
commons  adjoin,  forming  vast  areas  of  open,  unfenced  terrain.  In  most  cases,  common  land 
is  characterised  by  unimproved  grassland,  heath,  moorland,  wetland  and  scrub,  often 
forming  ‘islands’  of  semi-natural  vegetation  amidst  improved  farmland.  Commons  provide 
habitat  for  a  great  variety  of  plants  and  animals,  including  many  rare  species  (Penford  & 
Francis  1990),  and  despite  recent  agricultural  change,  they  are  relatively  resistant  to 
improvement  and  habitat  loss,  for  reasons  described  below.  Thus,  common  land  is 
extremely  important  for  birds  in  Wales,  as  both  breeding  and  wintering  habitat.  This  article 
reviews  the  avifauna  of  Welsh  common  land  and  considers  the  prospects  for  its 
conservation. 

Many  confusions  exist  over  the  definition  and  characteristics  of  common  land.  It  is 
usually  neither  public,  nor  Crown  nor  unclaimed  property.  Most  commons  are  privately 
owned  and  have  no  rights  of  unrestricted  public  access,  though  access  is  usually  unopposed, 
especially  in  the  Welsh  uplands.  Common  land  is  land  over  which  rights  of  common  exist, 
registered  under  the  Commons  Registration  Act  1965.  There  are  other  technical  definitions 
of  common  land,  some  of  which  lead  to  anomalous  cases  such  as  commons  with  no  rights  of 
common.  Such  issues  are  considered  further  by  Aitchison  &  Hughes  (1988). 

A  fundamental  point  about  common  land  is  its  legal  complexity.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  change  common  land  registration  or  management  without  legal  restrictions,  such  as  those 
which  prohibit  fencing,  and  many  farming  changes  require  the  agreement  of  all  rightholders. 
Common  land  law  has  helped  it  to  survive  in  a  reasonably  unmodified  state  as  surrounding 
land  has  been  improved.  However,  it  also  makes  positive  management  for  nature 
conservation  very  difficult  (see  below). 

SOURCES  AND  METHODS 

Since  1988,  the  Rural  Surveys  Research  Unit  (RSRU)  at  the  University  of  Wales, 
Aberystwyth,  has  undertaken  a  Biological  Survey  of  Common  Land  in  Wales  and  England. 
The  aim,  for  each  area  of  common  land  over  one  hectare  in  size,  was  to  map  vegetation, 
note  site  management,  and  record  and  collate  zoological  information.  A  major  part  of  the 
zoological  recording  was  ornithological.  We  collated  all  previous  information  on  commons 
held  by  the  Nature  Conservancy  Council/Countryside  Council  for  Wales  (CCW),  Royal 
Society  for  the  Protection  of  Birds  (RSPB)  and  county  wildlife  trusts,  and  then  recorded 
birds  opportunistically  on  our  site  visits.  Although  much  information  exists  for  well-known 
commons,  the  majority  were  unknown,  and  our  survey  added  much  new  site-based 
information. 

The  results  were  summarised  into  county  reports  (Biological  Survey  of  Common  Land 
1988-1993),  and  much  of  the  following  account  is  taken  from  them.  To  date,  the  following 
counties  or  districts  of  Wales  have  been  completed:  Carmarthen,  Ceredigion. 
Pembrokeshire,  West  Glamorgan,  Mid  Glamorgan,  South  Glamorgan,  Montgomery  and 
Radnor.  Gwynedd,  Clwyd,  Gwent  and  Brecon  are  in  preparation,  though,  where  appropriate, 
examples  have  been  taken  from  these  areas.  A  summary  of  basic  statistics  for  common  land 
in  each  part  of  Wales  is  given  in  Table  1.  The  account  below  summarises  information  about 
birds  on  common  land  by  county.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to  evaluate  or  compare  sites, 
since  in  most  cases,  little  or  no  quantitative  information  exists  on  bird  populations  present. 
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Figure  1.  Commons  in  Wales  in  1984.  Filled  circles  show  finalised  commons,  open  circles 
provisional  commons. 


The  survey  used  post- 1974  counties,  but  information  has  been  subdivided  into  old  counties 
in  some  cases. 
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Table  1.  Common  Land  in  Wales. 


County/ 

Number  of 

%  of  land 

SSSI  as 

District 

Commons 

Area  (ha) 

area 

%  of  Common  Land 

Gwynedd 

280 

25,993 

6.7 

30 

Clwyd 

325 

17,120 

7.1 

74 

Dyfed 

522 

33,553 

5.8 

52 

Powys 

290 

75,234 

15.2 

35 

Gwent 

69 

11,638 

8.5 

30 

South  Glamorgan 

23 

140 

0.3 

0 

Mid  Glamorgan 

54 

9,875 

9.7 

5 

West  Glamorgan 

66 

10,886 

13.3 

34 

Wales 

1,625 

184,439 

8.9 

33 

Source:  Aitchison  &  Hughes  1988;  Countryside  Commission  1989;  RSRU  data. 

Note:  For  discussion  of  the  many  complexities  of  commons  registration  and  area  measurement,  see  the 
Biological  Survey  of  Common  Land  reports  and  Aitchison  &  Hughes  (1988). 


RESULTS 

The  ornithological  interest  of  Welsh  commons. 

Appendix  1  lists  a  selection  of  important  ornithological  sites  which  are  wholly  or  partly 
common  land,  together  with  their  main  ornithological  interest.  Their  selection  has  been 
subjective,  since  the  information  gathered  was  not  robust  enough  to  allow  objective 
assessments.  However,  each  common  holds  either  nationally  (UK)  or  regionally  uncommon 
breeding  or  wintering  species  (including  Red  Data  or  candidate  Red  Data  species  —  Batten 
et  al.  1990),  a  good  assemblage  or  rich  diversity  of  species  appropriate  to  the  habitat,  or 
large  numbers  of  breeding,  passage  or  wintering  birds.  Figure  1  shows  that  many  commons 
are  located  in  areas  known  to  be  ornithologically  rich,  and  the  evidence  suggests  that 
important  bird  sites  in  Wales  are  disproportionately  concentrated  on  common  land.  This  is 
not  surprising,  given  the  largely  unimproved  nature  of  the  vegetation.  More  detailed 
information  for  the  counties  surveyed  is  presented  below. 

Clwyd 

Clwyd  has  325  commons,  covering  17,120  ha,  7.1%  of  land  area.  The  largest  (2,955 
ha)  lies  on  part  of  the  Berwyns,  and  5  other  commons  are  more  than  500  ha  in  area.  Most 
commons  are  found  in  3  major  upland  blocks,  with  only  scattered  commons  in  the  lowlands. 
Dry  heath  comprises  37%  of  the  area,  acid  flush,  bog  and  valley  mire  vegetation  17%, 
unimproved  acid  grassland  15%  and  11%  is  bracken-dominated.  The  very  large  proportion 
of  74%  of  common  land  is  notified  as  SSSI.  Upland  commons  are  partly  managed  as  grouse 
moor,  most  of  the  rest  being  grazed. 

The  3  upland  areas  of  common  (part  of  the  Berwyns,  Llantysilio  and  Ruabon 
Mountains  and  the  Denbigh  moors)  with  much  moorland  and  blanket  bog,  hold  most  of  the 
ornithological  interest,  with  breeding  Hen  Harrier,  Merlin,  Peregrine,  Red  Grouse,  Black 
Grouse,  Golden  Plover,  Curlew  and  Ring  Ousel.  Red  Kite,  Dotterel  and  Chough  have  also 
been  recorded  rather  more  infrequently,  though  not  as  breeding  species.  The  commons  also 
hold  significant  breeding  populations  of  Skylark,  Meadow  Pipit,  Stonechat,  Whinchat, 
Wheatear  and  Linnet,  with  several  of  these  species  associated  with  ‘ffridd'  —  the  largely 
bracken-dominated  hillsides  lying  between  lower-level  enclosed  farmland  and  the  open  hill. 


65 


Breeding  Lapwing  and  Snipe  are  found  on  several  commons,  and  Buzzard  and  Raven  are 
widespread.  Lowland  commons  are  often  unmanaged,  with  scrub  vegetation  holding  a  range 
of  common  woodland  edge  species;  some  of  these  sites  may  be  of  local  interest.  CL  102, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Clwyd,  is  an  estuarine  common  holding  good  numbers  of 
wintering  Oystercatcher,  Lapwing,  Curlew  and  Shelduck.  Over  Clwyd  as  a  whole,  there  is  a 
high  concentration  of  semi-natural  vegetation  onto  common  land,  which  is  important  in 
maintaining  moorland  and  wetland  breeding  birds  in  the  county. 

Dyfed  -  Carmarthen 

Carmarthen  contains  111  commons,  covering  15,221  ha  or  6.4%  of  land  area.  The 
largest  concentration  occurs  on  the  Black  Mountain,  Mynydd  Mallaen  and  Mynydd 
Llanllwni.  Dominant  vegetation  types  are  wet  Molinia  caerulea  grassland  (37%  of  area),  dry 
acid  grassland  (22%),  a  mosaic  of  heath  and  grassland  (17%),  and  blanket  bog  (13%). 
Heathland  has  declined  seriously,  due  to  overgrazing,  the  commons  being  subject  to  very 
high  stocking  levels.  The  largest  land  owners  are  the  Brecon  Beacons  National  Park  and  the 
Crown  Estate  Commissioners,  with  many  other  commons  having  no  registered  owner;  54% 
of  the  common  land  area  is  designated  as  SSSI. 

The  common  land  of  the  Black  Mountain,  Mynydd  Mallaen  and  Mynydd  Llanllwni 
accounts  for  most  of  the  ornithological  interest.  The  last  two  particularly  are  important  for 
high  densities  of  Raven  and  Buzzard,  with  Red  Kites  also  utilising  these  commons  for 
feeding.  A  range  of  other  upland  species  occurs  at  low  densities,  for  example  Red  Grouse 
(which  is  decreasing),  Merlin,  and  Ring  Ousel.  Wheatear,  though,  occurs  at  high  densities, 
favouring  heavily  grazed  areas  (RSPB  survey  data).  ‘Ffridd’  habitats  are  relatively  limited 
compared  to  commons  in  other  areas,  but  can  hold  very  high  densities  of  Whinchat, 
Redstart,  Tree  Pipit  and  Yellowhammer,  especially  on  the  Black  Mountain  (Tyler  1988). 
Other  commons  of  ornithological  interest,  though  only  small  in  area,  include  some  lower- 
lying  marshy  sites  such  as  CL  20,  Mynydd  Llangyndeyrn,  which  holds  breeding  Curlew, 
Stonechat  and  Grasshopper  Warbler,  and  a  couple  of  small  coastal  commons  holding 
saltmarsh  passerines  and  wintering  waders. 

Dyfed  -  Ceredigion 

There  are  particular  complexities  concerning  the  legal  status  of  some  commons  in 
Ceredigion;  see  Aitchison  &  Hughes  (1988)  for  further  details.  The  county  has  around  126 
commons,  covering  12,202  ha  or  6.8%  of  the  land  area.  The  largest  lies  at  Pumlumon  (CL 
28)  at  2,131  ha.  Four  major  habitat  types  characterise  83%  of  the  area;  unimproved  dry  acid 
grassland  (32%),  acidic  marshy  grassland,  mostly  Molinia  caerulea  (32%),  blanket  bog 
(11%)  and  dry  heath/grassland  mosaic  (8%).  The  commons  contain  a  representative 
selection,  and  a  substantial  proportion,  of  many  of  the  upland  and  wetland  habitats  present 
in  the  county.  Most  upland  commons  are  heavily  grazed  by  sheep.  A  quarter  of  the 
commons  have  no  registered  owner,  and  the  rest  are  owned  by  a  variety  of  landowners,  the 
largest  of  whom  are  the  Crown  Estate  Commissioners;  52%  of  the  common  land  area  is 
designated  as  SSSI. 

Ceredigion  commons  are  of  national  importance  as  hunting  areas  for  Red  Kite 
(recorded  on  at  least  44  commons),  Raven  and  Buzzard,  particularly  the  Elenydd, 
Pumlumon  and  Tregaron  commons.  Buzzards  and  Ravens  are  very  numerous  on  these  sites, 
with  Raven  attaining  its  highest  breeding  density  in  Britain  (Newton  et  al.  1982),  probably 
attributable  to  very  high  stocking  densities.  The  higher  commons,  with  moorland  and 
blanket  bog,  are  hunted  over  by  other  raptor  species  and  hold  small  populations  of  Red 
Grouse,  Dunlin  and  Golden  Plover;  Elenydd  is  the  most  important  area  in  Wales  for  the 
latter.  Lakes  and  streams  within  these  sites  may  hold  numbers  of  Teal  significant  in  a  Welsh 
context,  and  Common  Sandpipers  are  frequent.  At  lower  altitudes  marshy  commons  with 
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scrub  can  hold  a  characteristic  bird  community  of  Curlew  (recorded  on  15  commons)  Snipe, 
Whinchat,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Redpoll  and  Reed  Bunting. 
These  are  particularly  frequent  around  Mynydd  Bach  and  on  the  fringes  of  Cors  Fochno. 
Other  notable  species  are  Black-headed  Gull,  with  colonies  on  4  commons,  Ring  Ousel  on 
some  of  the  rocky  upland  commons  and  Chough,  which  feeds  on  at  least  2  commons. 

Dyfed  -  Pembrokeshire 

The  county  contains  281  commons,  covering  5,653  ha  or  3.5%  of  land  area.  The  largest 
is  CL  19,  Mynydd  Preseli,  at  2,132  ha,  though  with  numerous  adjacent  commons  the  Preseli 
common  land  complex  is  much  larger.  Five  major  habitat  types  comprise  76%  of  the 
common  land  area;  dry  heath  and  grass  mosaic  (38%),  wet  heath  (15%),  acid  flushes  (10%), 
bracken  (8%)  and  acid  marshy  grassland  (6%).  Commons  contain  most  of  the  heathland, 
marshy  grassland  and  upland  habitat  present  in  the  county,  but  only  a  small  proportion  of 
coastal  habitats.  About  half  of  the  commons  are  grazed  (mainly  the  upland  sites)  and  half 
are  unmanaged,  with  scrub  invasion.  The  majority  of  commons  have  no  registered  owner 
but  68  are  owned  by  the  National  Trust  and  51  are  privately  owned;  66%  of  the  common 
land  area  is  designated  as  SSSI. 

Holding  much  of  the  available  rough  heath,  grassland  and  scrub  in  inland  parts  of  the 
county,  Pembrokeshire  commons  have  considerable  value  in  maintaining  common  bird 
communities.  There  is  a  general  lack  of  open  water,  so,  except  for  a  few  sites  such  as  CL  33 
Dowrog  Common  and  CL  189  Trefeiddan  Moor,  wetland  species  are  not  well-represented. 
Wader  populations  have  probably  declined  on  many  lowland  commons  due  to  lack  of 
grazing.  The  upland  blocks  provide  foraging  areas  for  a  range  of  raptors,  with  Buzzard, 
Kestrel  and  Peregrine  perhaps  the  most  widespread.  There  are  numerous  coastal  commons, 
including  CL  81  Carn  Llidi  and  St  David’s  Head,  holding  nesting  gulls,  Fulmars  and 
Chough.  The  main  feature  of  Pembrokeshire  commons  is  perhaps  as  habitat  for  a  wide  range 
of  passerines,  especially  scrub  species;  these  include  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler, 
Whinchat,  Stonechat  and  Reed  Bunting.  This  overall  richness  reflects  the  enormous 
importance  of  the  commons  for  plants  and  invertebrates. 

Gwent 

There  are  69  commons,  covering  1 1,638  ha  or  8.5%  of  the  land  area.  Many  are  very 
small,  though  17  are  over  100  ha  in  area,  and  4  over  1,000  ha,  with  CL  18,  the  Blorenge 
being  the  largest.  The  common  land  survey  is  not  yet  complete  in  the  county,  but  there  is 
clearly  significant  ornithological  interest.  Commons  occupy  most  of  the  land  over  250  m. 
mainly  lying  in  a  broad  north-south  swathe,  on  the  plateaux  between  the  valleys  along  the 
Brecon  border  and  in  the  Black  Mountains.  There  are  very  few  in  the  east  of  the  county,  one 
large  common  in  the  Severn  Estuary,  and  several  small  sites  in  the  Gwent  levels.  Some  of 
the  upland  commons  are  designated  as  SSSI,  but  many  sites  are  too  heavily  grazed  or 
damaged  by  spoil  heaps  from  mining  activities.  Several  commons  are  shared  with  adjacent 
counties,  forming  even  larger  blocks  of  land.  Since  common  land  occupies  such  a  high 
proportion  of  Gwent’s  uplands,  many  widespread  upland  birds  such  as  Skylark,  Meadow 
Pipit,  Whinchat,  Stonechat  and  Wheatear,  together  with  other  more  localised  species  such  as 
Ring  Ousel,  Raven  and  Peregrine  are  concentrated  on  commons  there.  Red  Grouse  are 
found  on  Coity  Common  (CL  15)  and  the  Blorenge  (CL  18),  where  in  the  1980s  there  were 
8-30  pairs  per  tetrad  (Tyler  et  al.  1987),  and  on  the  Black  Mountain  commons.  Continued 
overgrazing  has  probably  reduced  these  populations  since.  Most  of  Gwent's  Snipe  are  found 
on  upland  common  land  in  the  north  and  west,  and  Golden  Plover  and  Dunlin,  though  very 
rare  as  breeding  species,  bred  in  the  1980s  (Tyler  et  al.  1987).  Lapwing  and  Curlew  are  also 
thinly  scattered  on  common  land.  Some  of  the  plateau  commons  reach  downhill  into 
scattered  woodland,  which  may  hold  Tree  pipit,  Wood  Warbler,  Green  Woodpecker, 
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Cuckoo,  Redstart  and  Pied  Flycatcher. 

Six  small  commons  in  the  Gwent  levels  are  mainly  strips  of  grassland  along  reens  and 
roadsides.  These  may  hold  small  numbers  of  Lesser  Whitethroat,  Reed  Bunting  and  Sedge 
Warbler.  Two  commons  lie  in  the  Severn  Estuary,  a  candidate  Special  Protection  Area 
(SPA)  and  Ramsar  site.  CL  5,  the  Usk  and  Ebbw  Foreshore,  consists  of  810  ha  of  intertidal 
mud  holding  waders  and  wildfowl  as  part  of  the  whole  Severn  Estuary  population.  CL  11, 
Denny  Island  Common,  consists  of  part  of  this  small  island  in  the  middle  of  the  estuary,  and 
has  breeding  Lesser  Black-backed,  Herring  and  Greater  Black-backed  Gulls  (up  to  60  pairs 
of  the  latter  in  the  1980s). 

Gwynedd 

The  county  has  280  commons,  covering  25,995  ha  or  6.7%  of  the  land  area.  Sizes  vary 
from  Llanllechid  Mountain  (CL  42)  at  2,480  ha  to  many  of  less  than  1  ha,  particularly  on 
Anglesey.  Analysis  of  habitat  cover  has  not  yet  been  completed,  but  unimproved  acidic 
grassland  and  dry  heath  cover  the  greatest  areas,  with  intact  and  degraded  blanket  mire  also 
significant.  The  greatest  area  of  Gwynedd  commons  lies  in  the  uplands,  but  there  are  also 
many  small  lowland  commons  on  the  Llyn  and  Anglesey  which  are  of  outstanding  wildlife 
interest. 

On  Anglesey,  commons  hold  small  pockets  of  wet  heath  and  scrub,  with  good 
populations  of  passerines,  including  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Sedge  Warbler  and 
Stonechat.  Lapwing  and  Curlew  nest  on  a  few  sites.  The  most  outstanding  Anglesey 
common  for  birds  is  probably  Penrhosfeilw  Common  (Cl  59)  an  area  of  maritime  heath  and 
cliffs  owned  and  managed  by  the  RSPB.  The  cliffs  are  part  of  one  of  the  largest  auk 
breeding  colonies  in  North  Wales,  and  Raven,  Peregrine  and  Chough  nest  on  or  use  the 
common. 

In  Caernarfon,  the  exceptional  feature  of  the  Dwyfor  District  commons  is  Choughs, 
which  are  recorded  from  16  out  of  51  commons  in  the  district.  The  birds  feed  on  the  large 
areas  of  short  coastal  heath,  and  nest  on  the  extensive  cliffs  and  old  quarries.  The  commons 
along  the  western  edge  of  the  Llyn  peninsula  form  part  of  a  strip  of  coastal  heath  of  great 
importance  for  its  avifauna,  particularly  Chough.  Other  species  include  breeding  auks  and 
Cormorant.  CL  93,  Mynydd  Carnguwch,  was  formerly  good  heather  moorland  and  formed  a 
Chough  feeding  area,  besides  holding  breeding  Curlew,  Raven  and  other  passerines.  Sadly, 
in  1990  part  was  ploughed  after  the  owner  acquired  the  grazing  rights  of  the  other 
commoners. 

Common  land  in  Aberconwy  District  stretches  in  a  continuous  band  from  the  coast  at 
Conwy  to  the  Cameddau.  A  very  high  proportion  is  heathland,  with  less  than  1%  improved 
or  semi-improved.  Choughs  and  Stonechats  are  again  a  feature  of  the  coastal  commons,  with 
Lesser  Black-backed  and  Herring  Gulls  and  Fulmars  breeding  on  the  coast  and  in  quarries. 
Relatively  undisturbed  blanket  bog  further  inland  holds  breeding  Curlew  and  Snipe. 

Two  huge  common  land  units  in  Arfon  District  cover  a  significant  part  of  the 
Carneddau,  including  several  of  the  3,000  foot  peaks,  with  breeding  Peregrine  and  Ring 
Ousel.  Raven  and  Buzzard  both  nest  and  feed  on  these  commons,  and  Dotterel  have  been 
recorded  in  the  past.  Breeding  Snipe,  Curlew  and  Red  Grouse  are  found  in  a  large  mire 
complex  on  CL  106,  Mynydd  Llandegai.  Choughs  have  been  recorded  on  over  60%  of 
Arfon  commons,  where  heavily  grazed  heathland  and  old  quarries  are  a  feature. 

Meirionnydd  has  clusters  of  common  land  on  two  important  ornithological  areas  —  the 
Cadair  Idris  massif  and  the  Migneint.  Cadair  commons  support  breeding  Ring  Ousel, 
Merlin,  Buzzard  and  Raven,  while  the  Migneint,  an  extensive  area  of  upland  blanket  mire, 
supports  Golden  Plover,  Red  Grouse,  Merlin  and  Hen  Harrier.  Black  Grouse  are  known 
from  some  commons.  Choughs  occur  on  several  commons  east  of  Tywyn,  and  Red  Kites  are 
seen  increasingly  in  this  area. 
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All  upland  commons  in  Gwynedd  provide  valuable  breeding  and  feeding  areas  for 
widespread  and  typical  upland  birds  such  as  Raven,  Buzzard,  Meadow  Pipit  and  Wheatear. 

Mid  Glamorgan 

There  are  54  commons,  totalling  9,875  ha  or  9.7%  of  the  land  area.  Although  most  are 
over  10  ha  in  area,  there  are  relatively  few  large  commons  although  the  largest,  CL  38 
Gelligaer  and  Merthyr  Common,  is  3,095  ha.  Two-thirds  of  common  land  is  covered  by  four 
major  habitat  types:  acidic  marshy  grassland  (28%),  continuous  bracken  (17%),  unimproved 
acidic  grassland  (12%)  and  dry  heath/acid  grassland  mosaic  (9%).  Other  habitats  well- 
represented  include  calcareous  grassland,  improved  grassland,  acidic  flushes  and  dune 
slacks.  Many  upland  commons  are  grazed  heavily,  but  in  contrast  most  lowland  and  urban 
fringe  sites  are  not  grazed.  Most  commons  are  privately  owned,  though  27%  have  no  known 
owner.  Only  5%  is  designated  as  SSSI. 

Whilst  the  larger  upland  sites  tend  to  be  very  heavily  grazed,  many  commons  are 
subject  to  disturbance  from  mining  and  recreational  activities,  so  the  bird  interest,  although 
poorly  known  on  many  sites,  seems  low.  Upland  species  are  scarce,  with  Red  Grouse  and 
Merlin  known  only  from  two  sites.  The  bracken-dominated  ‘ffridd’  habitat  is  widespread, 
and  its  typical  species  frequent,  with  Whinchat,  Linnet  and  Yellowhammer  abundant.  In 
common  with  other  counties,  many  upland  commons  are  bordered  by  dense  forestry, 
following  exactly  the  common  land  boundary.  So  some  commons  are  used  for  feeding  by 
birds  nesting  in  the  plantations,  such  as  crows,  thrushes  and  Sparrowhawk. 

Many  of  the  lowland  commons  hold  a  very  diverse  mix  of  habitats,  and  probably  have 
diverse  communities  of  passerines.  Perhaps  the  richest  common  in  the  county  for  birds  is 
Kenfig  Burrows  (CL  19),  with  its  dune  slack  and  scrub  communities,  and  most  importantly, 
Kenfig  Pool,  which  holds  important  wildfowl  communities,  and  is  fringed  by  reed  beds  with 
breeding  warblers  and  Reed  Bunting  and  regular  passage  Aquatic  Warblers. 

Powys  -  Brecon 

There  are  121  commons,  covering  49,902  ha,  or  28%  of  the  land  area,  by  far  the 
highest  percentage  in  Wales.  The  largest  common  is  CL  41,  part  of  the  Black  Mountains,  at 
5,845  ha,  but  there  are  13  other  commons  over  1,000  ha  in  area.  No  exact  habitat  breakdown 
is  yet  available,  as  survey  and  collation  work  is  not  complete,  but  dry  acidic  grassland, 
heathland  and  bracken  probably  constitute  the  majority  of  the  land  surface.  As  in  Radnor, 
the  commons  form  an  important  part  of  the  farming  economy,  and  many  of  the  large  upland 
sites  are  heavily  grazed.  Some  of  the  upland  area  has  been  designated  as  SSSI. 

A  very  high  proportion  of  the  high  ground  in  the  county  is  common  land,  which  covers 
vast  blocks  of  the  Black  Mountains,  Drygarn  Fawr,  Mynydd  Epynt,  Mynydd  Llanygnidr. 
Mynydd  Llangatwg,  Fforest  Fawr  and  Brecon  Beacons.  Total  populations  of  Wheatears, 
Whinchats,  Ravens  and  Buzzards  are  probably  high.  Merlin  and  Peregrine  breed  on  almost 
all  the  upland  common  areas  but  Ring  Ousels  and  Kestrels  are  scarcer  than  the  potential  of 
the  habitat  indicates.  Red  Grouse  are  also  scarce,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  Black  Grouse  now 
occur  regularly.  Breeding  waders  have  all  declined,  though  there  are  still  at  least  14  pairs  of 
Curlew  on  Mynydd  Epynt  (Tyler  1992),  which  is  also  important  for  Snipe  in  Brecon  and 
holds  a  large  and  important  concentration  of  Skylark.  Golden  Plover  have  also  declined, 
deserting  Mynydd  Epynt  and  some  other  common  land  sites  (Tyler  1992),  but  still  occur  on 
the  cluster  of  commons  around  Drygarn  Fawr,  where  Dunlin  also  still  breed,  as  they  do  on 
Mynydd  Llangatwg.  Red  Kite  and  Raven  forage  over  most  upland  commons,  encouraged  by 
high  stocking  densities,  though  the  latter  have  probably  caused  the  decline  in  grouse  and 
waders.  Nevertheless,  common  land  is  crucial  to  the  survival  of  a  range  of  upland  species  in 
Brecon,  since  it  occupies  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  land  area. 

The  most  important  water  body  in  the  county,  Llangorse  Lake,  is  a  registered  common 
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(CL  140).  This  site  is  of  Welsh  importance  for  its  breeding  Reed  Warbler  population,  its 
moulting  Mute  Swan  herd  and  for  passage  Sedge  Warblers,  and  is  of  county  importance  for 
a  wide  range  of  other  wildfowl  and  wetland  species  (Francis  1993).  Although  common  land 
regulations  play  little  part  in  its  management  or  its  recreational  problems,  its  status  is  an 
added  constraint  to  some  possible  adverse  developments  in  future. 

Powys  -  Radnor 

There  are  67  commons,  covering  16,478  ha,  or  c.  14%  of  the  land  area;  many  are  very 
large,  with  CL  11,  Llandeilo  Hill  the  largest  at  2,780  ha.  The  dominant  habitat  is  bracken, 
covering  36%  of  the  area,  or  around  60  square  kilometres.  Dry  heath  covers  21%  and 
represents  around  11%  of  the  total  heather  moor  in  Wales.  The  remaining  areas  are 
dominated  by  acid  grassland  and  degenerating  heath.  The  Radnor  commons  are  important  in 
the  farming  economy,  and  many  are  grazed  by  sheep  and  cattle.  Most  are  privately  owned; 
14%  of  the  common  land  area  is  notified  as  SSSI. 

Many  Radnor  commons  were  once  better  ornithologically  than  they  are  now  and  some 
species  have  been  lost,  such  as  Woodlark.  However,  the  commons  remain  important  as 
breeding  areas  for  Peregrine,  Merlin,  Red  Grouse,  Golden  Plover,  Dunlin,  Curlew  and  Ring 
Ousel.  The  main  sites  are  the  large  common  (CL  36)  west  of  Rhayader,  Maelienydd  (CL  2) 
and  the  Radnor  Forest  commons.  CL  36  in  particular  is  part  of  a  nationally  important  area 
for  Red  Kite,  Buzzard  and  Raven  (see  also  under  Ceredigion,  the  Elenydd).  As  elsewhere, 
high  stocking  densities  partly  sustain  the  high  numbers  of  these  species,  whilst  contributing 
to  the  decline  of  heather  moor  and  Red  Grouse.  Waders  generally  have  declined,  though 
breeding  Lapwing,  Snipe  and  Curlew  have  been  recorded  on  10,  5  and  12  commons 
respectively,  and  Maelienydd  is  one  of  the  few  inland  breeding  sites  in  Wales  for  Redshank. 
The  very  extensive  ‘ffridd’  habitat  of  bracken-covered  slopes  with  scattered  scrub  supports 
large  numbers  of  Whinchat,  Tree  Pipit,  Redstart,  Yellowhammer,  Cuckoo,  Linnet  and  a  few 
Stonechat.  A  range  of  other  common  species  is  present;  common  land  possibly  holds  as 
much  as  75%  of  the  semi-natural  vegetation  in  Radnor,  so  its  importance  is  clear. 

Powys  -  Montgomery 

There  are  89  commons,  covering  8,181  ha,  or  4%  of  the  land  area.  The  largest  is  CL 
90,  part  of  the  Berwyns,  at  1,482  ha.  Around  80%  of  the  common  land  is  characterised  by 
five  major  vegetation  types;  unimproved  dry  acid  grassland  covers  almost  25%  of  the  area, 
acidic  marshy  grassland  covers  17%  and  bracken  15%.  Blanket  bog  and  semi-improved 
grassland  account  for  over  10%  each,  with  various  types  of  heath  present  on  a  further  10%. 
The  commons  play  a  major  part  in  the  farming  economy,  with  many  very  heavily  grazed  by 
sheep  and  cattle.  Most  are  privately  owned,  though  numerous  sites  have  no  known  owner; 
1 1%  of  the  common  land  area  is  notified  as  SSSI. 

Commons  hold  most  of  the  semi-natural  rough  grazing  outside  SSSIs  in  Montgomery, 
making  them  of  considerable  importance  for  Montgomery’s  Peregrine,  Merlin.  Red  Grouse, 
Black  Grouse  and  Ring  Ousel.  Ornithologically,  the  main  commons  are  5  forming  part  of 
the  Berwyn  complex  (see  also  under  Clwyd)  and  CL  39  Bryn  y  Fawnog  Common,  but  other 
commons  which  are  good  for  upland  breeding  species  are  CL  8  Waun  Garno,  CL  73 
Moelydd  Blaen  Tafolog,  CL  76  near  Commins  Coch,  CL  80  Trannon  and  CL  81  near 
Llangadfan.  High  stocking  densities  on  many  commons  help  sustain  high  populations  of 
carrion-feeding  birds  such  as  Ravens  and  Buzzards,  and  in  the  south-west  of  the  county,  Red 
Kites. 

A  very  wet  bog  on  Bryn  y  Fawnog  common  has  been  used  in  recent  years  by  the  only 
inland  flock  of  Greenland  White-fronted  Geese  in  Wales.  Wetter  areas  on  common  land  also 
hold  Lapwing,  Golden  Plover,  Curlew,  Redshank,  Snipe  and  possibly  Dunlin.  Most  occur  in 
low,  and  probably  declining  numbers,  with  Curlew  the  most  numerous,  found  on  10 
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commons.  As  in  Radnor,  the  extensive  areas  of  bracken  support  a  distinctive  ‘ffridd’  bird 
community,  characterised  by  Whinchat,  Tree  Pipit,  Redstart,  Yellowhammer,  Cuckoo  and 
Linnet.  Indeed,  Montgomery  commons  probably  hold  several  hundred  pairs  of  Whinchat, 
based  on  densities  derived  from  RSPB  survey  information.  Other  notable  passerines  include 
Ring  Ousel  and  Chough.  Common  land  also  helps  to  sustain  a  wide  range  of  common 
species  reliant  on  scrub,  heath  and  rough  grazings  not  found,  or  probably  found  at  lower 
densities  elsewhere. 

South  Glamorgan 

The  23  commons,  accounting  for  140  ha,  are  generally  small,  with  only  12  over  1  ha. 
Bracken  covers  46%  of  the  area,  with  grassland,  mostly  improved  or  semi-improved, 
accounting  for  a  further  40%.  Only  half  of  the  common  land  is  managed.  No  commons  are 
covered  by  any  nature  conservation  designation.  The  commons  in  this  small,  mainly  urban, 
county  are  of  generally  low  value  for  birds,  though  may  have  locally  significant  populations 
of  passerines  in  bracken  and  scrub-dominated  areas,  such  as  Stonechat  on  Stalling  Down 
(CL  73).  Yellow  Wagtail  occurs  at  CL  3,  Broadstreet  Common,  on  the  Wentlooge  Levels.  It 
is  probable  that  common  land  contains  a  disproportionately  high  percentage  of  unimproved 
land  in  South  Glamorgan,  but  the  total  area  is  relatively  insignificant. 

West  Glamorgan 

The  county  has  66  commons,  covering  10,886  ha;  most  are  over  10  ha  in  area,  the 
largest  being  CL  5,  Llandimore  and  Llanrhidian  on  the  Gower,  at  2,300  ha.  Indeed,  a  large 
part  of  the  Gower  is  common  land.  Saltmarsh  and  mudflats  cover  the  largest  area  of 
common  (24%),  with  unimproved  acid  grassland  (18%),  bracken  (17%)  and  wet  heath 
featuring  strongly  in  the  remainder.  The  commons  are  an  important  part  of  the  farming 
economy,  with  grazing  occurring  on  many  sites.  Some  areas,  however,  are  unmanaged 
except  for  occasional  fires.  There  are  numerous  coastal  commons,  and  the  National  Trust 
owns  large  areas  of  12  commons;  34%  of  the  common  land  area  is  designated  as  SSSI. 

The  greatest  ornithological  interest  lies  in  the  coastal  commons  fringing  and  including 
the  Burry  Inlet,  amounting  to  over  2,500  ha.  The  estuary  holds  internationally  important 
wintering  numbers  of  Wigeon,  Teal,  Pintail,  Oystercatcher  and  Knot,  and  nationally 
important  numbers  of  Shoveler,  Grey  Plover  and  Sanderling.  The  common  land  includes  the 
main  high  tide  roost  area  and  large  numbers  of  other  wildfowl  and  waders  occur.  Inland 
commons  cover  a  large  area  of  semi-natural  vegetation  and  hold  good  densities  of  common 
birds.  Stonechats  breed  frequently,  and  Peregrines  nest  on  some  commons.  The  large, 
bracken-dominated  ‘ffridd’  habitat  can  hold  high  densities  of  the  typical  species,  listed 
above  for  other  counties.  Wet  heath  areas  with  scrub  have  Whitethroat,  Cuckoo,  Skylark, 
Curlew  and  wintering  Snipe,  though  there  is  little  site-specific  information  on  many  of  the 
rough  commons  which  form  the  matrix  of  the  Gower  landscape.  Upland  West  Glamorgan 
holds  a  typical,  though  unexceptional  range  of  grassland,  heath  and  moor  species;  however, 
Ravens  are  locally  abundant.  Additionally,  there  is  an  important  suite  of  ‘urban  fringe' 
commons  which  hold  some  of  the  last  remaining  semi-natural  habitat,  with  a  range  of 
common  birds,  close  to  Swansea. 


DISCUSSION 

Importance  of  commons  in  terms  of  semi-natural  habitat  and  associated  birds. 

Our  survey  demonstrates  that  in  almost  all  counties  in  Wales  common  land  is  very 
important  for  the  conservation  of  the  remaining  semi-natural  vegetation,  and  its  associated 
bird  communities.  Unimproved  land  is  disproportionately  concentrated  on  commons,  often 
very  strongly  so.  For  example,  in  Radnor,  common  land  may  account  for  as  much  as  75%  of 
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the  semi-natural  habitat  present,  but  covers  only  14%  of  the  land  area.  That  common  land  is 
highly  significant  in  nature  conservation  terms  is  reflected  in  the  high  percentage  notified  as 
SSSI  (see  below).  For  many  bird  species,  it  provides  some  of  the  last  areas  with  appropriate 
habitat.  It  holds  a  high  proportion  of  Welsh  Hen  Harriers,  Merlins  and  Red  Grouse,  and 
many  of  its  Peregrines.  Figures  given  by  Tyler  (1992)  suggest  that  perhaps  half  of  the 
Golden  Plover  and  25%  of  the  Dunlin  breeding  populations  in  Wales  may  occur  on 
commons.  The  high  stocking  rates  attract  nationally  important  numbers  of  carrion-feeding 
birds,  especially  Red  Kites,  Buzzards  and  Ravens,  and  the  management  of  coastal  commons 
is  important  to  Chough.  The  extensive  ‘ffriddland’  passerine  community  is  particularly 
characteristic  of  Wales,  and  many  marshy  scrub-covered  commons  also  hold  a  distinctive 
bird  community.  Woodland,  improved  farmland,  urban  and  many  coastal  habitats,  and  their 
associated  birds,  are  by  contrast  not  well-represented  on  common  land. 

Management  and  Common  Rights 

The  legal  complexities  of  common  land  management,  most  importantly  the  limits  to 
fencing  and  the  need  for  agreement  amongst  commoners,  has  restricted  agricultural 
improvement.  Thus  comparing  land  use  within  and  adjacent  to  21  commons  in  Montgomery 
(21%  of  commons  surveyed)  showed  that  land  improvement  had  occurred  to  a  significantly 
lesser  degree  on  the  commons  (Biological  Survey  of  Common  Land;  Montgomery  report  — 
23.5%  ‘improved  land’  on  commons,  73.1%  outside  commons).  This  in  itself  is  a  positive 
feature  for  nature  conservation. 

However  the  present  system  of  high  sheep  subsidies  in  the  uplands,  which  encourage 
rightholders  to  stock  more  intensively,  together  with  the  existence  of  many  rightholders  on 
commons  and  sometimes  the  registration  of  excessive  grazing  rights  have  led  to  very  high 
stocking  rates  on  much  Welsh  common  land.  Although  this  may  benefit  some  species,  such 
as  Raven,  the  associated  adverse  habitat  changes,  particularly  of  heath  to  grass  and  an 
overall  shorter  grassland  sward,  have  probably  caused  declines  of  Red  Grouse  and  breeding 
waders.  However,  a  reduction  in  stocking  levels  by  one  rightholder  is  unlikely  to  reduce  the 
grazing  pressure,  as  excess  capacity  will  be  used  by  another.  Agreement  between  all 
rightholders,  and  a  more  fundamental  change  to  sheep  subsidies  is  needed  to  reduce  grazing 
levels  on  upland  commons. 

By  contrast,  in  lowland  areas,  particularly  west  Wales,  the  very  small,  scattered, 
marshy  or  heathland  commons,  many  of  which  may  once  have  been  turbary  (peat  cutting) 
commons,  have  been  abandoned  by  many  farmers,  which  has  led  to  invasion  by  scrub,  with 
great  consequences  for  bird  communities.  At  present,  managing  such  sites  to  maintain  the 
characteristics  of  common  land  is  difficult.  Even  positive  management  by  Local  Authorities 
or  National  Park  Authorities  can  be  frustrated  by  the  need  for  agreement  amongst  all  parties, 
the  difficulty  of  fencing  to  reintroduce  and  control  grazing,  and  sometimes  the  problem  of 
tracing  ownership.  SSSI  status  may  offer  little  help  in  common  land  management,  because 
of  the  number  of  commoners  involved  (and  until  recently  commoners  were  not  treated  as 
lawful  occupiers  of  sites)  or  because  there  is  apparently  no-one  with  whom  to  enter  into  a 
management  agreement. 

Protection  of  Common  Land  and  the  Future 

Over  Wales  as  a  whole,  33%  of  the  common  land  area  is  designated  as  SSSI,  though 
this  varies  between  counties  from  0  to  74%  (Table  1).  Around  104  commons  are  parts  of 
areas  either  designated  or  proposed  as  SPA  or  Ramsar  wetlands  of  international  importance 
(Pritchard  et  al.  1992).  Some  of  the  larger  of  such  sites  are  indicated  in  Appendix  1. 
Confirmation  of  SPA  or  Ramsar  status  confers  additional  responsibility  on  the  government 
to  protect  the  site  adequately.  A  large  area  of  common  land  in  Wales  also  lies  within  the 
three  National  Parks,  and  more  still  in  the  Environmentally  Sensitive  Areas  such  as  the 
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Cambrian  Mountains  or  Dwyfor.  There  are  other  conservation  designations  too,  and  a  whole 
range  of  byelaws,  statutory  orders  and  regulation  schemes  affect  particular  commons. 
Theoretically,  therefore,  commons  are  well-protected  from  adverse  change.  However,  many 
of  the  statutory  protection  designations,  such  as  SSSI,  do  not  work  effectively  on  commons. 

There  has  also  been  a  gradual  attrition  of  commons  over  the  years,  as  some  legal 
loopholes  remain  through  which  common  land  can  be  ‘deregistered’  and  some  ‘commons’ 
are  being  lost  as  they  are  reviewed  by  Commons  Commissioners.  Nevertheless,  in 
comparison  with  the  damage  to  SSSIs  nationally  over  the  past  decade  (Rowell,  1991), 
commons  have  probably  stood  up  quite  well  to  the  continued  loss  of  semi-natural  habitat  in 
Britain.  They  remain  an  effective  means  of  conservation  and  management  for  very  large 
areas  of  habitat  of  value  to  birds  in  Wales,  although  the  overall  quality  of  commons,  as  bird 
habitats  and  land  of  nature  conservation  interest,  has  probably  declined  over  the  past  few 
decades. 

The  Common  Land  Forum  (Countryside  Commission  1986)  recommended  new 
legislation  to  improve  the  protection  and  management  of  common  land,  but  despite  a 
manifesto  pledge  by  the  previous  government,  the  opportunity  for  reform  was  not  taken; 
landowner  opposition  to  a  proposed  legal  right  of  access  to  common  land  led  to  a 
government  retreat.  This  leaves  common  land  in  a  precarious  position.  It  is  possible  still  to 
introduce  new  legislation  to  encourage  new  management  schemes  and  to  tighten  protection, 
so  that  positive  management  of  9%  of  Wales,  containing  some  of  the  most  important  bird 
sites,  could  be  achieved.  However,  common  land  has  now  receded  as  a  political  issue  and  it 
could  be  many  years  before  new  proposals  for  reform  are  brought  forward.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  commons  will  be  able  to  maintain  their  nature  conservation  and  ornithological 
interest  through  another  few  decades  of  political  inactivity. 
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APPENDIX  1.  COMMONS  OF  ORNITHOLOGICAL  IMPORATNCE  IN  WALES. 

Where  relevant,  conservation  status  is  indicated  by  the  following  symbols:  @  =  at  least  part  of  site 

designated  as  SSSI;  +  =  proposed  or  designated  as  SPA  /  Ramsar  site.  An  asterisk  indicates  incomplete 

data;  survey  still  to  be  completed. 


Name  of  Common 

Clwyd 

Number  of  Common 

Habitat  and  Ornithological  interest 

Clwydian  Range  @ 

1 

Upland:  W,  WT,  SC,  RZ,  Y,  CK,  RT 

Llantysilio/Ruabon  @ 

2,  3,  4,  55,  62,  67,  70A,  70D. 
124,  217,  219,  221,  233,  263 

Upland:  RG.  CU,  W,  WT,  YH 

Berwyns  @ 

26,  108 

Upland:  HH.  ML,  RG,  BK,  GP,  CU 
SE,  W,  WT,  SC,  RZ,  GH 

Mynydd  Hiraethog  @ 

15,  18,  28,32,  76 

Upland:  HH,  ML,  PE,  BZ,  GP,  CU, 
L,  SN,  DN,  SC,  W,  WT,  RN,  LI 

Mouth  of  R.  Clwyd  @+ 

102 

Coastal:  OC,  CU,  L,  SU 

Dyfed  -  Carmarthen 

Mynydd  Llanllwni 

3 

Upland:  RG,  BZ,  RN 

Mynydd  Mallaen  @ 

7,  10,  46 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN,  PE,  RG,  ML 

Near  Lampeter 

8 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN 

East  of  Lampeter 

9 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  SN 

Black  Mountain  @ 

13,  15,  16,  18,35,  84,  86, 

Upland:  KT,  RN,  BZ,  CU,  RG,  RZ, 

87,  88,  89,91 

WT,  W 

Mynydd  Llangynderyn 

20 

Wetland/scrub:  CU,  GH,  SC 

Cors  Farlais  @ 

31,47 

Passerines 

Dyfed  -  Ceredigion 

Mynydd  Bach  @ 

2,  39,  40,  47 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  CU,  SN,  W,  WT 
GH,  RB 

Llyn  Eiddwen  @ 

18,  87,  155 

Lake:  GG,  WS,  T,  SN,  CU,  GH 

Elenydd  Commons  @+ 

5,  6,  8,  68,  127 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN,  PE,  GP,  DN, 

133,  149 

RK,  SN,  CU,  T,  BH,  CS 
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Name  of  Common 

Number  of  Common 

Habitat  and  Ornithological  interest 

Gors  y  Cwn 

15 

Wetland/scrub:  CU,  SN,  SW,  GH 

Pumlumon  Commons  @ 

26,  27,  28,  109 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN,  RZ,  BH,  PE, 

110,  151,  o  1 20 

K,  RG,  GP 

Bryn  Bras  @ 

62,  83 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN,  K,  SC 

Cors  Fochno  @+ 

95,96,  100,  101,  137 

Bog/scrub:  HH,  ML,  WA.  BO,  GH, 

SW,  SL,  RB 

Tregaron  Commons  @ 

73,  146,  o2,  o38,  o71 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  RN,  RG,  SN,  PE, 

Dyfed  -Pembrokeshire 

Camingli  Commons  @ 

10,  22 

Upland:  BZ,  RN,  W,  WT 

Preseli  Commons  @ 

19,  40,  43 

Upland:  BZ,  RN,  SN,  CU,  L 

Dowrog  Common  @ 

33 

Heath/wetland:  Wildfowl, 
raptors,  passerines 

Tretio  Common  @ 

52 

Heath:  HH,  SE,  BO,  GH,  RB 

Cam  Llidi/Treliwyd  @ 

81,  82 

Maritime  heath:  PE,  CF,  SC,  GH, 

W,  WH 

Trefeiddan  Moor  @ 

189 

Lake/heath:  BS,  WS,  T,  WN,  SV 

SC,  GH,  WH,  LI 

Near  Fishguard 

255 

Coastal  heath:  CF,  SC 

Trelerw  Common  @ 

295 

Coastal  heath:  CF,  BZ,  PE,  RN 

Gwent  * 

Black  Mountains 

1,2 

Upland:  RG,  SN,  CU,  S,  WT,  W,  RZ 

Usk/Ebbw  Shore  + 

5 

Mudflats:  Waders,  wildfowl 

Denny  Island  Com.  + 

11 

Offshore  island:  LB,  GB,  HG 

Mynydd  Llangynidr, 

14,  15,  17,  18 

Upland:  RG,  GP,  DN,  CU,  SN.  L, 

&  Mynydd  Llangatwg 

S,  WT,  W,  RN 

Blorenge/Coity  Common 

15,  18 

Upland:  RG,  BZ,  L,  CU,  SN,  S,  WT, 
SC,  W,  RN 

Gwynedd 

Penrhosfeilw  Common  @+ 

59 

Coastal  heath/cliffs:  Auks,  RN,  PE,  CF 

Cors  Bodeilio  @ 

63 

Valley  mire:  L,  SN,  CU,  GH.  SW.  RB 

W.  Ll^n  Peninsula  @+ 

12,53,  88,  102 

Coastal  heath/cliffs:  Auks,  CA,  CF 

Yr  Eifl  @ 

61,  70,  73 

Coastal/lowland  heath:  CF,  PE,  RN,  RZ 

Cameddau  @ 

3,  7,  42 

Montane  grassland:  PE,  RZ,  CF,  RN, 
BZ 

Migneint  @ 

10,  18,  19,  22,  25 

29,  95,96,  132,  180 

Upland  blanket  mire:  GP,  ML.  RG,  HH 

Cadair  Idris  @ 

60,  99,  100,  103,  120,  136, 
145,  150,  157 

Montane  grassland:  RZ,  ML  BZ,  RN 

Mid  Glamorgan 

Kenfig  Burrows  @ 

19 

Dune/pool:  SV,  wildfowl 

Cefn  Hirgoed 

21 

Grass/heath:  Passerines 

Gelligaer/Merthyr  @ 

38 

Upland:  RG,  K,  CU,  L,  LI 

Rudry  Common 

42 

Bracken/grass:  WT.  LI.  Y.  SK 

Manors  Mawr  &  Bach 

1 15B 

Upland:  K,  W,  RN.  LI,  ML.  SH.  L 

Powys  -  Brecon  * 

Black  Mountains®) 

24,  25,  26,  27,  41 

Upland:  RZ,  RN,  WT.  W,  BZ 
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Name  of  Common 

Number  of  Common 

Habitat  and  Ornithological  interest 

Fforest  Fawr 

3,  11,70,73 

Upland:  W,  RN,  BZ 

Brecon  Beacons  @ 

50,  56,  62 

Upland:  RZ,  RN,  WT,  W,  BZ,  K 

Mynydd  Eppynt 

39,51,66,71,72,  74 
102,  106,  110,  121 

Upland:  K,  RN,  WT,  W,  LI,  CU 

Drygam  Fawr  @++ 
Llanafan  Hill 

42,  54,  65,  94,  98 

105,  116 

Upland:  GP,  RG,  W 

Llangorse  Lake  @ 

123,  140 

Lake:  RW,  SW,  MS,  Wildfowl 

Mynydd  Llangynidr  @ 

&  Mynydd  Llangatwg 

2,  16,  18 

Upland:  RG,  GP,  DN,  CU,  SN,  L 

S,  WT,  W,  RN 

Powys  -  Montgomery 

Berwyn  Commons  @ 

15,  16,  44,  50,  52,  67,  90,  120 

Upland:  BZ,  HH,  PE,  ML,  RG,  GP, 

CU,  SN,  BH,  W,  WT,  RZ,  RN 

Melinbyrhedyn  Common 

37 

Ffridd:  WT,  TP,  LI 

Bryn  y  Fawnog  Common 

39,41 

Upland:  WG.  BZ,  ML,  SE,  RN 

Moel  Blaen  Tafolog  @ 

73 

Upland:  BZ,  RG.  RN,  WT 

Near  Commins  Coch 

76 

Upland:  BZ,  RG 

Trannon 

80 

Upland:  GP,  CU,  L 

Powys  -  Radnor 

Maelienydd  @ 

2 

Wetland/heath:  Waders,  BH, 

Passerines 

Beacon/Pool  Hills 

5 

Upland:  BZ,  RN,  Passerines 

Llandeilo  Hill 

11 

Upland:  BZ,  PE.  RG,  L,  CU,  BH, 

RZ,  Ffridd  species 

Rhosgoch  Common  @ 

16 

Bog/scrub:  SN,  WA,  SW,  RB 

Radnor  Forest  @ 

35,  61,  68,  73 

Upland:  BZ,  PE,  ML,  RG,  L,  CU. 

SN,  WT,  RZ,  RN 

West  of  Rhayader  @ 

36 

Upland:  KT,  BZ,  PE,  ML,  RG.  GP, 

L,  CU,  SN,  DN,  SE,  WT,  RZ.  RN 

Aberedw  Hills 

46 

Upland:  BZ,  RG,  L,  CU,  RN 

Gladestry/Colva 

50 

Upland:  BZ,  RG,  L,  SN,  CU.  BH 

West  Glamorgan 

Rhossili  Down  @  + 

1 

Coastal  heath:  PE,  SC 

Ryer’s  Down 

3 

Scrub:  Passerines 

Burry  Inlet  Commons  @+  5,  12,  18 

Estuarine/salt  marsh:  Wildfowl, 

Waders  inch  impt.  pops  of  PT.  RK,  OC, 
KN,  GY,  SS 

Key  to  species  codes  in  Appendix  1  and  list  of  scientific  names  of  species  mentioned  in  the  text  and 
tables: 

AQ  Aquatic  Warbler 

Acrocephalus  paludicola 

CS 

Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

BH  Black-headed  Gull 

Lams  ridibundus 

cu 

Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

BK  Black  Grouse 

Tetrao  tetrix 

DN 

Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

BO  Bam  Owl 

Tyto  alba 

DO 

Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus 

BS  Bewick's  Swan 

Cygnus  columbarius 

G 

Green  Woodpecker  Picus  viridis 

BZ  Buzzard 

Buteo  buteo 

GB 

Great  Bl-Bkd  Gull  Larus  marinus 

CA  Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax  carbo 

GG 

Great-crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 

CF  Chough 

Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax 

GH  Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

CK  Cuckoo 

Cuculus  canorus 

GP 

Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 
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GV 

Grey  Plover 

Pluvialis  squatarola 

HG 

Herring  Gull 

Larus  argentatus 

HH 

Hen  Harrier 

Circus  cyaneus 

K 

Kestrel 

Falco  tinnunculus 

KN 

Knot 

Calidris  canutus 

KT 

Red  Kite 

Milvus  milvus 

L 

Lapwing 

Vanelius  vanelius 

LB 

Lesser  Bl-bkd  Gull 

Larus  fuscus 

LI 

Linnet 

Carduelis  cannabina 

LR 

Redpoll 

Carduelis  flammea 

ML 

Merlin 

Falco  columbarius 

MP 

Meadow  Pipit 

Anthus  pratenisis 

MS 

Mute  Swan 

Cygnus  olor 

OC 

Oystercatcher 

Haematopus  ostralegus 

PE 

Peregrine 

Falco  peregrinus 

PF 

Pied  Flycatcher 

Ficedula  hypoleuca 

PT 

Pintail 

Anas  acuta 

RB 

Reed  Bunting 

Emberiza  schoeniclus 

RG 

Red  Grouse 

Lagopus  lagopus 

RK 

Redshank 

Tringa  totanus 

RN 

Raven 

Corvus  corax 

RS 

Redstart 

Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

RW  Reed  Warbler 

Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

RZ 

Ring  Ouzel 

Turdus  torquata 

SC 

Stonechat 

Saxicola  torquata 

SE 

Short-eared  Owl 

Asio  flammeus 

SL 

Swallow 

Hirundo  rustica 

SN 

Snipe 

Gallinago  gallinago 

ss 

Sanderling 

Calidris  alba 

sv 

Shoveler 

Anas  clypeata 

sw 

Sedge  Warbler 

Acrocephalus 

schoenobaenus 

T 

Teal 

Anas  crecca 

TP 

Tree  Pipit 

Anthus  trivialis 

w 

Wheatear 

Oenanthe  oenanthe 

WA 

Water  Rail 

Rallus  aquaticus 

WG 

Greenland 

W-f  Goose 

Anser  albifrons 

flavirostris 

WH 

Whitethroat 

Sylvia  communis 

WL 

Woodlark 

Lullula  arborea 

WN 

Wigeon 

Anas  penelope 

WO 

Wood  Warbler 

Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

ws 

Whooper  Swan 

Cygnus  cygnus 

WT 

Whinchat 

Saxicola  rubetra 

Y 

Yellowhammer 

Emberiza  citrinella 

YW 

Yellow  Wagtail 

Motacilla  flava 
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THE  STATUS  AND  BREEDING  ECOLOGY  OF  RING  OUZELS  Turdus  torquatus 
IN  WALES  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  SOIL  ACIDITY 

STEPHANIE  J.  TYLER ,  RSPB,  Bryn  Aderyn,  The  Bank,  Newtown,  Powys  SY 16  2AB 
M.  GREEN,  Bronhaul,  Pentrebach,  Talybont,  Aberystwyth,  Dyfed. 

SUMMARY 

From  a  combination  of  a  desk  study  and  fieldwork,  between  1988-1990, 
we  suggest  that  up  to  530  pairs  of  Ring  Ouzels  now  breed  in  Wales.  Land 
use  changes  are  implicated  in  the  declines  noted  in  parts  of  mid  and  south 
Wales  during  recent  decades. 

Comparisons  are  made  of  the  breeding  performance  of  Ring  Ouzels  at 
base-rich  and  at  more  acidic  sites  in  Wales,  and  at  Welsh  sites  and  U.K. 
sites.  Clutches  and  broods  at  acidic  Welsh  sites  were  smaller  than  at  basic 
sites  in  Wales,  but  not  significantly.  However,  clutches  and  broods  at 
acidic  (but  not  basic)  Welsh  sites  were  significantly  smaller  than  those 
from  the  whole  U.K.  sample. 

Altitude  had  no  significant  effect  on  clutch  size  of  Welsh  Ring  Ouzels 
but  laying  was  delayed  on  average  by  four  days  for  every  100m  rise. 
Mean  sizes  of  clutches  in  the  Welsh  and  U.K,  samples  of  nests  (using  nest 
record  card  data)  were  3.9  and  4.0  respectively. 

Some  preliminary  data  are  presented  on  foraging  behaviour  and  diet  at 
basic  and  acidic  sites.  Earthworms  are  more  abundant  in  soils  at  the 
former  sites  and  in  1988  worm  chaetae  were  correspondingly  more 
frequent  in  faecal  samples  of  nestlings  from  base-rich  sites  than  in  those 
from  acidic  sites.  Coleopterans  were  also  frequent  in  faecal  samples  with 
smaller  numbers  of  dipterans,  lepidoptera  larvae,  millipedes  (Myriapoda) 
and  spiders  (Arachnida). 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  the  British  Isles,  Ring  Ouzels  Turdus  torquatus  breed  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales, 
northern  England  and  parts  of  the  south  west.  They  favour  slopes  covered  by  Heather 
Calluna  vulgaris  and  Bilberry  Vaccinium  myrtillus ,  mainly  above  200m,  with  pasture,  crags 
and  a  stream  nearby  (Sharrock  1976,  Flegg  &  Glue  1975).  These  upland  areas  are  sensitive 
to  many  changes  (Usher  &  Thomson  1988)  and  declines  in  their  populations  of  Ring  Ouzels 
have  been  reported  during  this  century  (Sharrock  1976,  Thom  1986,  Holland  et  al  1984,  & 
Williamson  1975).  Anecdotal  explanations  for  these  losses  include  conifer  afforestation 
(Thom  1986),  increased  recreation  pressure  (Holland  et  al  1984),  and  competition  with  other 
thrushes  (Sharrock  1976,  Durman  1977).  However,  few  current  or  historical  data  are 
available  on  Ring  Ouzel  populations. 

Breeding  performance  in  some  upland  birds  has  declined  due  to  acid  deposition  on 
already  base-poor  ecosystems  (e.g.  in  aquatic  birds  in  Wales  and  Scotland;  Ormerod  & 
Tyler  1987,  Vickery  1988)  and  in  terrestrial  birds  in  Holland  (Drent  &  Woldenhorp  1989). 
Changes  in  the  availability  of  calcium  have  been  implicated  (Drent  &  Woldenhorp  1989, 
Rundle  &  Ormerod  in  press).  Moreover,  earthworms,  which  are  an  important  part  of  the 
Ring  Ouzels  diet  (Poxton  1986),  are  scarce  in  acidic  soils  (Coulson  &  Butterfield  1980). 

This  paper  provides  a  quantitative  baseline  of  the  current  population  of  Ring  Ouzels  in 
Wales,  an  important  British  stronghold  and  assesses  past  changes  based  on  county  records. 
We  also  assess  the  breeding  performance  of  Ring  Ouzels  in  relation  to  the  acid-base  status 
of  the  breeding  site,  supplementing  our  data  with  nest  records  kept  by  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  (BTO)  for  the  whole  U.K.  Finally,  as  little  is  published  on  the  food  of  Ring 
Ouzels  in  Britain  (Poxton  1986,  Watson  1972,  Simms  1978),  we  also  determine  prey  use  at 
sites  with  low  and  high  soil  pH. 

STUDY  AREAS  AND  METHODS 

Distribution  and  population 

We  sent  questionnaires  to  all  County  Bird  Recorders  in  Wales  requesting  information 
on  the  current  numbers  and  distribution  of  Ring  Ouzels  and  of  any  changes  in  status. 
Searches  were  made  in  County  Bird  Reports  and  in  other  literature,  and  individuals  with 
local  knowledge  of  the  species  were  approached. 

Between  April  and  late  July  1988  3  observers  surveyed  Ring  Ouzels  on  4  study  areas 
known  to  hold  breeding  populations.  Two  of  these,  part  of  the  Pumlumon  massif  in  Powys 
(52°  28 'N  3°  47  'W,  230-600m),  and  the  Nant  Rhuddnant  at  Pwllpeirian  in  Dyfed  (52°  23  'N 
3°  45'  W,  330-340m)  overlie  base-poor  rocks  of  the  Ordovician  and  Silurian  series.  By 
contrast,  the  Black  Mountains  (52°N'  3°  08  AW,  380-550m)  with  the  outlying  Trefil  quarries 
on  Mynydd  Llangynidr  on  the  Gwent/Powys  borders  (51°  48'  30 'N  3°  16AV,  470-490m) 
and  Creigiau  Eglwyseg  in  Clwyd  (53°N  3°09'Wm  380-400m),  overlie  calcareous  Old  Red 
Sandstone  or  Carboniferous  limestone.  Further  surveys  were  carried  out  in  the  Nant 
Rhuddnant  and  on  Pumlumon  in  1990.  All  pairs  and  territory  holding  birds  were  recorded  at 
each  visit. 

Breeding  biology 

The  contents  of  any  nests  found  were  recorded  at  each  visit  to  our  study  areas.  Nest 
record  cards  from  Wales,  England  and  Scotland  collected  for  the  British  Trust  for 
Ornithology  (BTO)  between  1970  and  1987  were  used  to  supplement  our  data. 

Clutch  and  brood-sizes  were  compared  between  acidic  (mean  pH  <6)  and  basic  (mean 
pH  >6)  sites  in  Wales,  and  between  Welsh  and  English/Scottish  data,  using  r-tests.  Dates  of 
first  eggs,  either  where  these  were  recorded  or  where  they  could  be  estimated  from  hatching 
dates,  were  also  compared  between  the  different  populations  using  r-tests,  laying  date  first 
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being  transformed  to  Julian  days  (i.e.  January  1st  =  1,  February  1st  =  32,  etc).  Since  it  was 
never  certain  whether  any  nesting  attempt  was  a  first,  second,  or  a  relay,  no  data  were 
omitted  from  this  analysis.  However,  it  was  necessary  to  take  into  account  the  possible 
effect  of  altitude  as  an  influence  on  laying  date  using  regression  analysis. 

Diet  and  Food  Availability 

We  identified  prey  brought  to  the  young  by  adult  birds  where  possible,  and  collected 
23  faecal  pellets  from  nestlings.  Pellets  were  analysed  at  magnifications  of  X10-X40  for 
invertebrate  remains  (e.g.  wings,  legs,  head  capsules,  worm  chaetae),  with  indentification 
made  to  the  lowest  possible  taxonomic  level. 

To  indicate  soil  productivity,  both  soil  chemistry  and  earthworm  abundance  were 
measured.  We  collected  10  soil  samples  at  each  of  the  4  study  areas,  mainly  from  sites 
where  adult  birds  were  known  to  feed.  Total  calcium,  pH  and  extractable  nitrogen 
(nitrate/ammonium)  were  measured.  Soil  samples  were  air-dried,  passed  through  a  2mm 
sieve  and  ground  in  a  soil  grinder.  Total  digestion  of  1.5gm  soil  samples  were  carried  out 
with  concentrated  nitric  acid.  After  filtering,  the  calcium  content  of  diluted  samples  was 
determined  by  atomic  absorption  spectrophotemetry  (various  AA-1275  series).  Samples 
(5.0gm)  of  air-dried  sieved  (2mm)  soil  were  shaken  with  25ml  of  2MKC1  solution  for  1 
hour.  Samples  were  filtered  through  Whatman  42  filter  paper  and  were  analysed  for  nitrate 
and  ammonium  using  a  Technicon  autoanalyser.  We  also  dug  5  standard  ‘spadefuls’  of  earth 
(15cm  x  15cm  x  15cm)  at  each  of  the  areas,  close  to  where  soil  samples  were  taken,  and 
sorted  the  soil  by  hand  to  extract  worms  and  large  invertebrate  larvae. 

RESULTS 


Distribution  and  Population 

A  thorough  search  of  the  literature  since  1970  and  contacts  with  ornithologists  in 
Wales  suggested  a  population  of  430-530  pairs  of  Ring  Ouzels,  with  concentrations  in  parts 
of  south  east  Wales,  Merioneth  and  Caernarfon  (Fig.  1).  The  paucity  of  historical  data 
prevented  assessment  of  overall  changes  in  status  during  this  century.  Some  observers 
reported  local  losses  associated  with  land  use  changes,  particularly  where  conifers  had  been 
planted  over  traditional  breeding  sites  as  in  the  Nant  Rhuddnant  and  in  areas  of  Mid  and 
West  Glamorgan. 

In  the  detailed  survey  of  4  regions,  30  prs  were  located  (Table  1).  Pairs  were  unevenly 
distributed,  aggregations  often  occurring  in  areas  of  cliff  and  scree  whilst  apparently 
suitable  habitat,  comprising  rocky  gullies  with  Heather  and  Bilberry  slopes,  was  frequently 
unoccupied  in  all  these  areas. 

Breeding  Biology:  Nest  site  characteristics 

Data  were  obtained  in  1988  and  1990  for  36  nest-sites.  A  stream  or  wet  flush  was 
recorded  within  50m  of  27  (75%)  of  these,  and  at  2  sites  there  was  a  stream  within  100m. 
The  remaining  nest  sites  were  all  within  500m  of  a  stream.  Bilberry  patches  were  recorded 
within  100m  of  34  nest-sites,  and  at  the  remaining  2,  extensive  moorland  occurred  within 
500m.  Thirteen  nest-sites  (36%)  were  within  100m  of  unimproved  grassland,  and  all  had 
grass  and/or  heather  moor  100-500m  away.  Only  4  sites,  all  in  Nant  Rhuddnant,  had 
conifers  within  50m.  All  nest-sites  were  on  or  within  50m  of  a  crag,  small  rock  outcrop  or 
rock  scree. 

Laying  dates 

Using  our  data  and  that  from  nest  record  cards  for  Wales,  Scotland  and  England  laying 
peaked  during  the  first  10  days  of  May  (Fig.  2),  slightly  later  than  described  by  Flegg  and 
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Figure  1.  Map  of  Wales  with  estimated  number  of  occupied  territories  of  Ring  Ouzels  in 
each  vice-county.  The  figure  for  Monmouth  includes  3-4  territories  in  the  Black 
Mountains  within  Herefordshire  and  Worcestershire. 


Table  1.  Number  of  pairs  of  Ring  Ouzels  located  in  4  study  areas  in  Wales  in  1988 


Study  area  Area  (Km2) 

Black  Mountains 

Powys/Gwent  60 

Creigiau  Eglwyseg 
Clwyd  24 

Pumlumon 

Powys  80 

Nant  Rhuddnant 

Dyfed  16 


Number  of  pairs 


10 

4 

12 

4 
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Figure  2.  The  breeding  season  of  the  Ring  Ouzel  in  Wales,  Scotland  and  England  as 

shown  by  laying  dates  of  first  eggs  of  clutches  in  two  week  periods  (from  nest 
record  cards  submitted  to  BTO  between  1970  and  1987). 

Glue,  and  continued  until  early  July.  Mean  laying  dates  of  Welsh  clutches  were  remarkably 
consistent  between  acidic  and  basic  sites  (16  May),  while  the  mean  date  in  the  England  and 
Scotland  sample  was  only  3  days  earlier  (Table  2).  However,  the  marked  differences  in  the 
mean  altitude  of  Welsh  compared  to  English  and  Scottish  nests,  shown  in  Table  2,  may 
mask  any  significant  differences  in  laying  dates.  In  England  and  Scotland  there  was  no  clear 
relationship  between  altitude  and  laying  date  but,  in  Wales,  regression  analysis  showed  a 
weakly  significant  link  (P<0.05);  laying  was  delayed,  on  average,  by  4  days  for  every  100m 
rise.  Regression  analysis  showed  no  relationship  between  laying  date  and  acidity 
(F  i?98  =  0.30,  ns). 

Clutch  and  Brood  Sizes 

Clutch  size  of  Welsh  nests  varied  from  2  to  5  eggs  with  almost  71%  of  clutches  being 
of  4  (Table  3). 

Ring  Ouzel  clutches  in  the  Welsh  and  Scottish/English  samples  were  generally  similar, 
with  means  of  3.9  and  4  eggs,  respectively  (Table  3).  Within  Wales,  clutches  at  acidic  sites 
were  smaller  than  at  basic  sites,  but  the  difference  was  not  statistically  significant.  However, 
in  comparison  with  the  Scottish/English  sample,  clutches  at  acidic  sites  were  smaller  and  the 
difference  was  weakly  significant  ( t  =  1.88  343  df,  P  =  0.06).  There  was  no  difference 
between  the  Scottish/English  and  Welsh  clutches  at  basic  sites  ( t  =  0.22,  N.S>  344  df). 

A  similar  pattern  was  apparent  with  broods.  Those  at  acidic  Welsh  sites  were  smaller 
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Table  2.  The  altitudes  of  Ring  Ouzel  nests  at  acidic  and  basic  sites  in  Wales,  and  in 
England  and  Scotland  for  all  sites  combined,  together  with  mean  first  egg 
dates.  Comparisons  by  /-tests  showed  that  mean  altitudes  of  acidic  and 
basic  sites  in  Wales  differed  signficantly  (P=0.05),  as  did  all  Welsh  sites 
combined  compared  with  English  and  Scottish  sites  (P  =  0.001).  There  were 
no  significant  differences  in  laying  dates.  Data  for  Wales  from  this  study 
and  BTO  Nest  Records  for  1970-1987  combined;  for  England  and  Scotland 
from  BTO  Nest  Records  for  1970-1987. 


Sample 

Number 
of  Nests 

Mean  altitude 
in  metres 

SD 

Mean  first 
egg  date 

SD 

Wales  (acidic  sites) 

31 

422 

104 

Day  137  (May  17th) 

19 

(basic  sites) 

68 

465 

75 

Day  136  (May  16th) 

19 

Wales  (all  sites) 

99 

452 

87 

Day  136  (May  16th) 

19 

England  and  Scotland 

364 

368 

100 

Day  133  (May  13th) 

16 

Note:  The  method  of  calculating  laying  dates  is  shown  in  Methods 

Table  3.  The  number  of  clutches  and  broods  of  different  sizes  for  Ring  Ouzels  at 
acidic  and  basic  sites  in  Wales,  and  all  sites  in  England  and  Scotland, 
together  with  means  and  standard  deviations  (SD).  Percentages  are  of  the 
total  in  each  category.  Sources  as  for  Table  2. 


CLUTCH  WALES  SCOTLAND 

SIZE  Acidic  basic  combined  &  ENGLAND 


Number 

(%) 

Number 

(%) 

Number 

(%) 

Number 

(%) 

2 

1 

(2.2) 

1 

(2.2) 

2 

(2.2) 

3 

(0.9) 

3 

7 

(15.9) 

6 

(13.3) 

13 

(14.6) 

32 

(10.6) 

4 

34 

(77.3) 

29 

(64.4) 

63 

(70.8) 

228 

(75.7) 

5 

2 

(4.5) 

9 

(20.0) 

11 

(12.4) 

38 

(12.6) 

Total 

44 

45 

89 

301 

Mean 

3.84 

4.02 

3.93 

4.00 

SD 

0.52 

0.66 

0.59 

0.52 

BROOD  SIZE 

1 

2 

(4.5) 

1 

(1.4) 

3 

(2.6) 

2 

(0.7) 

2 

5 

(11.2) 

9 

(12.7) 

14 

(12.2) 

22 

(7.4) 

3 

11 

(24.6) 

14 

(19.7) 

25 

(21.7) 

54 

(18.3) 

4 

25 

(56.0) 

41 

(57.7) 

66 

(55.6) 

185 

(62.7) 

5 

1 

(2.2) 

6 

(8.4) 

7 

(6.1) 

31 

(10.5) 

6 

0 

0 

0 

1 

(0.3) 

Total 

44 

71 

115 

295 

Mean 

3.41 

3.59 

3.52 

3.76 

SD 

0.89 

0.87 

0.88 

0.78 
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than  at  basic  sites,  but  not  signficantly  (Table  3).  However,  broods  in  the  Scottish/English 
sample  were  significantly  larger  than  those  in  Wales.  This  reflected  a  significant  difference 
between  the  former  broods  and  those  at  acidic  Welsh  sites  (t  =  2.45,  P  <  0.01  337  df),  but  no 
significant  difference  from  broods  at  basic  Welsh  sites  (t  =  1.49,  N.S.  364  df). 

A  comparison  of  clutch  sizes  at  different  altitudes  revealed  no  significant  effect  (Table 
4). 

Table  4.  The  number  of  clutches  of  different  sizes,  and  mean  clutch  sizes  found,  in 
various  altitudinal  ranges  for  Ring  Ouzels  in  Britain.  Sources  as  for  Table 
2,  all  data  combined.  Percentages  are  of  the  total  number  of  nests 


Clutch  size 


Altitude 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

(%) 

Mean 

0-1 00m. 

2 

2 

(0.5) 

4.0 

101 -200m. 

8 

1 

9 

(2.5) 

4,1 

201 -300m 

4 

44 

7 

55 

(15.5) 

4.0 

301 -400m. 

18 

90 

17 

125 

(35.2) 

4.0 

401-500m. 

11 

99 

18 

128 

(36.0) 

4.0 

501 -600m. 

1 

5 

28 

2 

36 

(10.1) 

3.9 

Total 

1 

38 

271 

45 

355 

Diet:  (a)  Observations 

Foraging  locations  of  pairs  at  basic  sites  in  the  Black  Mountains,  at  Trefil  and  in  the 
Creigiau  Eglwyseg  were  generally  within  300-400m  of  the  nest,  on  sheep-grazed  pasture  in 
the  valleys  and  on  the  hillsides  or  close  to  streams  and  flushes.  Other  favoured  feeding  areas 
at  the  Creigiau  Eglwyseg  were  on  the  flushed  pastures  between  tiers  of  limestone  cliffs  or 
on  grassland  at  the  top  of  cliffs.  At  the  acidic  sites  on  Pumlumon  and  at  the  Nant  Rhuddnant 
casual  observations  showed  that  some  pairs  fed  in  valleys  below  their  nests  but  most  flew  up 
to  2km  onto  summit  plateaux  onto  moor  and  reseeded  pastures.  Visits  by  parents  to 
nestlings  were  at  intervals  of  up  to  30  minutes.  A  pair  feeding  its  second  brood  in  the  Nant 
Rhuddnant  collected  bilberries  from  the  valley  side  close  to  the  nest,  and  visits  to  the  young 
were  then  made  every  2  to  3  minutes. 

At  all  study  areas  the  only  prey  items  identified  being  brought  to  the  young  were 
earthworms,  tipulids  (Diptera),  and  green  caterpillars  (Lepidoptera). 

(b)  Faecal  Analysis 

Faecal  samples  (n  =  17)  were  collected  from  nestlings  in  all  4  study  areas  in  1988,  with 
a  further  6  samples  collected  from  Pumlumon  and  the  Nant  Rhuddnant  in  1990.  In  1988  all 
but  2  samples  contained  numerous  worm  chaetae  together  with  sand  particles  and  plant 
debris.  In  1990  none  of  the  samples  contained  chaetae  (Table  5),  with  coleopterans,  notably 
wireworm  larvae  and  adult  Athous  ( Elateridae )  and  adult  ground  beetles  Carabus, 
Pterostichus  ( Carabidae )  the  most  frequent  prey.  Other  identified  prey  included  small 
numbers  of  spiders,  dipterans,  mainly  crane-flies  ( Tipulidae ),  geometrid  larvae 
(. Lepidoptera )  and  millipedes  (Table  5). 

In  1988  worms  were  more  frequent  in  samples  from  base-rich  sites,  with  4  samples 
from  Trefil  quarries  containing  no  prey  remains  other  than  chaetae.  No  samples  from  the 
acidic  sites  in  1990  contained  worms,  although  differences  from  the  basic  sites  in  1988  were 
confounded  because  drought  in  1990  may  have  made  the  collection  of  worms  difficult. 
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Table  5.  Frequency  of  occurrence  of  different  prey  in  faecal  pellets  from  nestling 


Ring  Ouzels  in  Wales 

1 988 

Basic  sites  Acidic  sites 

All  sites 

1989  &  1990 

Acidic  sites 

Prey 

(n  =  10) 

(n  =  7) 

(n  =  17) 

(n  =  6) 

TOTAL 

Diptera 

Tipulidae 

2 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Other 

Coleoptera 

— 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Elateridae 

2 

4 

6 

2 

8 

Carabidae 

4 

2 

6 

3 

9 

Other 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Lepidoptera 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Arachnida 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Myriapoda 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Oligochaeta  9  6 

Note:  Some  pellets  contained  prey  from  2  or 

15 

more  taxa 

— 

15 

Worm  Samples  and  Soil  Chemistry 

The  mean  pH  of  samples  from  sites  on  Pumlumon  was  3.8  with  a  narrow  range  from 
3. 5-4.0;  calcium  levels  were  consistently  low  at  these  sites.  Sites  in  Nant  Rhuddnant  ranged 
from  3. 8-5. 8  with  mean  of  4.3;  calcium  levels  varied  greatly  between  sites.  High  calcium 
levels  were  found  in  one  sample  from  recently  improved  pasture  but  elsewhere  levels  were 
much  lower. 

Mean  pH  from  the  Creigiau  Eglwyseg  and  the  Black  Mountains  was  5.4  and  5.3.  There 
was  a  large  variation  in  calcium  levels  in  these  areas  but  generally  they  were  very  much 
higher  than  at  the  more  acidic  soils  of  Nant  Rhuddnant  and  Pumlumon. 

The  highest  numbers  of  worms  were  found  at  the  base-rich  sites  at  Trefil  and  the 
Creigiau  Eglwyseg,  as  well  as  on  the  lower  ffridd  and  pastures  of  the  Black  Mountains  (Fig. 
3).  Worms  were  very  scarce  at  the  more  acidic  Nant  Rhuddnant  and  Pumlumon  sites  other 
than  in  some  improved  pasture.  Numbers  of  dipteran  larvae  were  by  contrast  generally 
commoner  in  samples  where  nitrate  content  was  high  than  at  other  sites. 

DISCUSSION 

Status  Changes 

The  lack  of  good  historical  or  recent  data  on  breeding  Ring  Ouzels  in  Wales  makes  it 
difficult  to  adequately  assess  any  changes  in  status,  but  some  local  populations  appear  to 
have  declined  or  been  lost. 

The  major  land  use  changes  in  upland  Wales  in  the  past  2  to  3  decades  have  been 
afforestation  with  conifers  or  degradation  of  moorland  due  to  increased  grazing  pressure 
from  sheep.  Heather  now  covers  less  than  4%  of  upland  Wales  whereas  conifers  cover 
almost  25%. 

Afforestation  of  moorland  edges  and  traditional  Ring  Ouzel  nesting  gullies,  thus 
destroying  nest  sites  and  feeding  areas,  has  caused  local  losses  of  pairs  in  north,  south  and 
mid  Wales.  Planting  in,  for  example,  the  Nant  Rhuddnant  has  greatly  restricted  the  area 
available  to  Ring  Ouzels.  Although  they  may  sometimes  nest  at  the  edge  of  forests  in 
conifers,  as  in  Scandinavia,  Switzerland  and  Russia  (Cramp  1988),  Ring  Ouzels  require 
nearby  open  moorland  and  pastures  for  feeding.  It  is  possible  too  that  birds  nesting  near 
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Figure  3.  Changes  in  the  density  of  a)  worms  in  relation  to  soil  pH,  and  b)  dipteran  larvae 
in  relation  to  soil  nitrate  at  several  sites  in  upland  Wales. 


86 


forest  edges  suffer  heavy  nest  losses  due  to  predation  by  foxes  and  crows,  which  find  cover 
in  the  forests  (Stroud  &  Reed  1986). 

Overgrazing  resulting  in  loss  of  heather  and  bilberry  may  have  contributed  to  the  loss 
of  some  pairs  from  the  Radnor  Hills.  Holland  et  al  (1984)  suggested  similar  deterioration  of 
moorland  vegetation  in  the  Greater  Manchester  area  had  resulted  in  a  decline  in  Ring  Ouzels 
between  the  1930s  and  1980s. 

Despite  these  habitat  changes  in  Wales,  one  interesting  feature  was  that  some  available 
habitat  was  unoccupied.  This  would  indicate  either  that  Ring  Ouzel  habitat  requirements  are 
not  fully  understood,  or  that  population  density  might  be  determined  by  factors  which 
operate  elsewhere.  In  the  wintering  areas  of  Ring  Ouzels  in  the  hills  and  mountains  of  the 
Iberian  peninsula  and  of  North  Africa  there  has  been  widespread  loss  of  the  evergreen  oak 
Quercus  spp  and  Juniper  Juniperus  spp  forests  for  agriculture  and  for  forestry;  many  native 
forests  have  been  replaced  with  conifers  or  Gums  Eucalyptus  spp.  Berries  of  Juniperus 
phoenicurus  appear  to  be  an  important  part  of  the  Ring  Ouzels’  winter  diet  (Juana  &  Santos 
1981,  pers.  obs.).  The  impact  of  such  habitat  changes  on  wintering  Ring  Ouzels  is  unknown. 

Several  observers  commented  on  the  likely  effect  of  predation  on  Ring  Ouzels  by  the 
increasing  number  of  Welsh  Peregrines  Falco  peregrinus ,  and  by  Merlin  Falco 
columbarius.  Bibby  (1987)  found  remains  of  only  three  Ring  Ouzels  out  of  a  total  of  6,366 
birds  taken  by  Merlin  from  66  sites  in  Wales  whilst  Ratcliffe  (1980)  recorded  fewer  than  1% 
of  4130  items  taken  by  Peregrines  were  Ring  Ouzels.  Although  not  an  important  prey  of 
these  falcons,  the  conspicuous  behaviour  of  Ring  Ouzels  may  make  them  vulnerable  to 
predation,  and  in  view  of  their  comparative  scarcity,  even  limited  predation  by  Peregrines 
and  Merlins  may  adversely  affect  numbers. 

Breeding  Biology 

Mean  clutch  size  from  all  Welsh  nests  was  remarkably  similar  to  the  mean  for  nests 
from  England  and  Scotland  (Table  3),  to  the  mean  of  4.1  eggs  (0.58,  n  =  79)  found  by  Flegg 
&  Glue  (1975)  for  nests  throughout  Britain  up  to  1970,  and  to  that  of  4.15  eggs  in  the 
Pentlands  (Poxton  1986).  All  studies  in  the  UK  indicate  that  clutches  of  four  predominate; 
almost  74%  of  clutches  (Flegg  &  Glue,  1975),  in  this  study  70.8%  in  Wales  and  75.7%  in 
England  and  Scotland,  and  78.9%  in  the  Pentlands  (Poxton,  1986).  Durman  (1977) 
suggested  that  clutches  of  5  eggs  are  associated  with  wet  years  when  there  is  an  abundant 
supply  of  earthworms  for  adults  in  the  laying  period.  Occasionally  clutches  or  broods  of  6 
are  also  recorded  (one  of  79  clutches  by  Flegg  &  Glue  (1975),  and  one  brood  in  England  or 
Scotland  of  407  broods  in  this  study).  Many  such  broods  were  found  in  Northumberland  in 
1964  (Galloway  &  Meek  1984). 

The  1988  Welsh  study  showed  that  mean  clutch  size  (4.5,  n  =  4)  and  brood  size  (4.0,  n 
=  13)  from  basic  sites  in  the  Black  Mountain  and  Trefil  Quarries  were  higher  than  those  at 
acidic  sites  (  mean  clutch  size  4.0,  n  =  12);  mean  brood  size  3,  n  =  13).  Samples  were  very 
small  however.  Clutches  and  broods  from  base-rich  Welsh  sites  during  1970-1987  were  also 
larger  than  those  from  acidic  sites  but  not  significantly  so. 

Comparisons  based  on  larger  samples  throughout  Scotland  and  England  indicated  that 
Welsh  pairs  at  acidic  sites  produced  small  clutches  and  broods.  The  reasons  for  this  are 
unclear  but  prey  may  be  scarcer  at  acidic  sites  or  of  inferior  quality.  Limited  calcium  could 
also  contribute  to  the  small  clutches  at  acidic  sites.  These  factors  have  all  been  implicated  in 
the  reduced  size  of  clutches  and  broods  of  Dippers  on  acidic  streams  by  comparison  with 
those  on  circumneutral  streams  at  around  pH  7  (Ormerod  &  Tyler  1987).  The  productivity 
of  other  species  such  as  Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus  scoticus  also  differs  between  acid  and 
basic  moorlands,  though  the  patterns  are  thought  to  reflect  phosphorus  and  nitrogen 
availability  (Moss  1969). 

Further  data  would  be  useful  on  foraging  distances  from  the  nest.  If  birds  at  acidic  sites 
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do  fly  further  for  food,  as  indicated  by  this  study,  then  this  could  be  significant  because  of 
greater  energy  demands  on  the  parents. 

Diet 

Observations  of  feeding  behaviour  and  food  carried  by  adult  Ring  Ouzels  in  1988  and 
in  previous  years  in  the  Black  Mountains  (pers.  obs.\  J.M.S.  Lewis  in  litt.)  indicated  that 
worms  form  an  important  part  of  the  nestling  diet.  Earthworms  are  important  in  the  breeding 
season  for  other  thrushes,  notably  Blackbirds  (Simms  1978). 

In  the  Pentland  Hills  Poxton  (1986)  found  earthworms  to  be  the  predominant  food  of 
Ring  Ouzels  during  the  breeding  season.  Birds  in  Scotland  took  worms  from  potato  patches, 
but  also  prey  on  tipulids  and  lepidopteran  larvae  (Watson  1972).  Simms  (1978)  however, 
found  that  molluscs  and  invertebrates  other  than  worms  were  the  major  food  source. 

In  the  Ukraine,  larval  dipterans  and  lepidopterans,  and  adult  scarabids  were  recorded  as 
the  main  prey  in  the  spring,  whilst  in  the  summer  Ring  Ouzels  took  adult  beetles  (70%  of 
diet),  earthworms,  millipedes,  other  invertebrates  and  sometimes  lizards  (Cramp  1988).  In 
Rumania  nestling  prey  was  quantified  through  the  use  of  neck  collars,  and  from  179  food 
boli  containing  924  items,  Lepidoptera,  mostly  larvae,  formed  almost  42%  of  the  prey  by 
weight  with  earthworms  making  up  about  29%,  Coleoptera,  mainly  adults,  24.5%  and 
Hymenoptera,  chiefly  ants,  some  4%  (Cramp  1988). 

In  the  few  faecal  samples  analysed  from  Wales,  coleopterans  and  earthworms  were  the 
most  frequent  prey  (Table  5).  Clearly  further  data  are  needed  from  throughout  the  season 
from  a  range  of  areas  to  assess  the  relative  importance  of  these  groups  at  different  times. 

Earthworms  are  less  abundant  in  acidic  or  peat  soils  (Poxton  1986)  than  in 
circumneutral  or  calcareous  soils,  and  in  this  study  worms  were  scarce  in  those  acidic  areas 
(Fig.  3)  where  there  are  extensive  grass  moors  dominated  by  Purple  Moor  Grass  Molinia 
caerulea  or  Mat-grass  Nardus.  The  richer  Agrostis/Festuca  grasslands  in  the  Black 
Mountains  valleys  and  the  flushed  grasslands  beneath  the  limestone  cliffs  at  Eglwyseg  and 
at  Trefil  quarry  supported  higher  worm  populations.  Reseeded  pastures,  treated  with 
fertiliser  and  lime,  also  generally  support  good  worm  numbers  compared  with  adjacent 
acidic  grassland. 

Even  in  soils  where  worms  are  abundant,  in  dry  spells  they  may  not  be  accessible  to 
Ring  Ouzels.  Reseeded  pastures  tend  to  be  well-drained  and  in  these,  worms  will  burrow 
down  to  lower  soil  horizons  when  the  surface  dries  out.  A  possible  reason  why  Ring  Ouzels 
almost  invariably  nest  within  50- 100m.  of  a  small  stream  may  be  that  in  the  adjacent  wet  or 
moist  grassland  worms  can  readily  be  obtained  in  dry  weather. 

Adult  Ring  Ouzels  will  fly  long  distances  from  the  nest  to  feed,  especially  during 
incubation.  Once  nestlings  have  hatched  it  is  clearly  advantageous  though,  for  the  parents  to 
have  a  good  food  source  nearby.  A  source  of  bilberries  close  to  the  nest  site  may  be 
important  in  rearing  late  broods,  and  for  the  survival  of  juveniles  from  these  broods.  In  the 
late  summer  when  worms  may  be  inaccessible.  Ring  Ouzels  feed  predominantly  on  fruit, 
notably  Bilberries  and  Rowan  Sorbus  aucuparia  berries,  and  also  Yew  Taxus  baccata 
berries  (Snow  &  Snow  1988).  In  March  and  April  when  again  insects  and  worms  may  be 
hard  to  find  if  the  ground  is  frozen  or  snow-covered,  birds  will  resort  to  fruit  such  as  Ivy 
Hedera  helix  berries  (Snow  &  Snow  1988). 
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